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We glorify God by receiving the forgiveness of sins by grace through faith in Jesus Christ and sharing that salvation
through word and deed with those in our midst, in our community, and throughout the world.

Some judgment of preaching and practice has a place

I was blessed on my recent vacation to hear two good sermons. One sermon was
preached by a former seminary classmate and roommate, and the other was preached by a pastor
whom I knew when I was in Austin. Both sermons were soundly based on a text appointed for
the particular day, rightly handled law and Gospel (2 Timothy 2:15) with the Gospel
predominating, and even had some rhetorical flourishes.

The rhetorical flourishes were nice touches but ultimately not essential, of course, and
may even become barriers to the hearers’ benefiting from a sermon’s message. In 1 Corinthians
2:1-5, for example, the Divinely-inspired St. Paul says that his proclamation lacked “lofty
speech” so that his hearers’ faith might not rest in “the wisdom of men” but in “the power of
God”. Truly, as St. Paul says elsewhere, the Gospel itself “is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes”, for “in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith”
(Romans 1:16-17).

Now, there is tension around the sufficiency, perspicuity, and efficacy of the Word of
God, its not only teaching everything that people must know to obtain salvation and doing so in
language that can be understood by all, but also effecting such things as far exceed human
power, that is, being the means by which the Holy Spirit both brings about repentance and
creates and sustains faith. Pastors and people must avoid two extreme views. Pastors must think
neither that they are adding anything to the Word by their preaching, much less bringing about
conversion, nor that they can be so indifferent to what and how they preach that they become an
obstacle or a hindrance to the Word’s efficacy. Similarly, people must think neither that the
efficacy of the Word depends on the pastor nor that they can be indifferent to major obstacles or
hindrances a pastor might raise to the Word’s efficacy.

So, what does that mean in practice? Well, perhaps being served by some human wisdom
of rhetorical strategies, pastors still should do all that they can do to deliver a soundly textual
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sermon that rightly handles law and Gospel with the Gospel predominating. And, hearers should
not think that what they might deem to be poor content or poor delivery is necessarily keeping
God from satisfactorily feeding them, unless His law and Gospel are not being rightly handled or
the Gospel is ultimately not predominating (recognizing that, after any individual sermon,
individual hearers may be more or less indicted by the Holy Spirit’s use of the
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Pilgrim Lutheran Church Pastor’'s Regular Study Hours
: : Tuesday 5:00-8:00 PM
WWW. pllgrlmlc-org Wednesday-Friday 9:00 AM—Noon
903-984-4333 Saturday Noon—3:00 PM
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (W) Noon Rotary Mtg. Pastor Galler gone 10:00 AM Service
9:15 AM Refreshments to the Study Group | Sharon Sampson at the Willows
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 7:00 PM Midweek in Plano (B) 8
10:45 AM Divine Service Bible Study Dan West (B) )
Margot McMillen M/M Paul Guinn 10:00 AM Service
(B) (A) at the Willows
DAY oF PENTECOST (R) Noon Rotary Mtg. 9:00 AM-3:00 PM
9:15 AM Refreshments Vacation Bible
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class School
10:45 AM Divine Service 6:00 PM Elders’ 7:00 PM Midweek
Meeting Bible Study Debbie Smith (B) M/M David Smith
(A)
HoLy TRINITY (W) Noon Rotary Mtg. 9:00 AM to 1:00
9:15 AM Refreshments 7:00 PM Midweek PM Circuit #14
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class Bible Study Meeting (location
10:45 AM Divine Service TBA) Dana Renae
Jeanette Heil (B) Gwen Rittenberry Freeman (B)
(B)
2N SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST(G) (No Rotary Mtg.)
9:15 AM Refreshments
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class
10:45 AM Divine Service Gwendolyn
Pastor Galler and Phoenix Murrill gone to Higher Things at Concordia University in Seward, Nebraska Freeman (B)
3RP SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (G) .
9:15 AM Refreshments Elder On Duty — George B. Heil
:30-10:30 AM Bible ClI
?03225 XI\?IODivinSSngiclzee Class Cleaning Volunteers — Adopt a room or a task!
Fifth-Sunday Meal (after the Service)

“Blessed be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. Let us give glory to Him because He has shown His mercy to us.”
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