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We glorify God by receiving the forgiveness of sins by grace through faith in Jesus Christ and sharing that salvation
through word and deed with those in our midst, in our community, and throughout the world.

God reconciles us to Himself; we reconcile with one another

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, the human authors of Holy Scripture describe in a number of
different ways what God has accomplished for us through the crucifixion of His subsequently
resurrected Son, Jesus Christ. One of those different ways is describing what God has done as
“reconciliation”: His restoring to a right relationship with Himself all people, who previously
were at odds with or otherwise estranged from Him on account of their sinful natures and all of
their sin. (Note that a number of related Greek verbs and nouns used in the New Testament are
translated by the same verbs and nouns in English versions.)

Especially St. Paul writes of God’s saving people in terms of reconciliation, which
sometimes overlaps with the related ideas of atonement, appeasing God’s righteous wrath over
sin, and such. As St. Paul describes, God Himself acted (unilaterally!) to reconcile us to Himself,
while we were still sinners (Romans 5:10-11; confer the preceding Romans 5:6-9, as well as the
following Romans 11:15; Ephesians 2:16; and Colossians 1:19-23). As we turn away from our
sin and trust God to forgive our sin for Jesus’s sake, we passively receive that reconciliation as a
free gift, and we as a result rejoice!

What God did objectively for all people in Christ on the cross God does subjectively for
each repenting and believing individual through His ministry of reconciliation, as St. Paul
describes in 2 Corinthians 5:18-21. In that passage, after detailing reconciliation in terms of
God’s not counting sin against people and His imputing to them Christ’s righteousness, St. Paul,
one of those ministers of reconciliation, on behalf of Christ implores not only (if perhaps at all)
the recipients of his letter but (certainly at least) all (other) people to “be reconciled” to God. The
command is passive: we might say, people can keep reconciliation with God from happening, but
they cannot themselves make it happen (God first enables us, even our asking to receive a gift).

As a further result of God’s reconciling Himself to us through the ministry of
reconciliation, we also reconcile with one another, and that same ministry of reconciliation also
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has a role to play in that reconciliation, if necessary. Such person-to-person reconciliation may
be needed in any of our vocational relationships, whether as children with our parents or siblings,
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

Pastor’'s Regular Study Hours
Tuesday 5:00-8:00 PM

Wednesday-Friday 9:00 AM—Noon
Saturday Noon-3:00 PM

FRIDAY SATURDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

Elder On Duty — Carl Gardner

Cleaning Volunteers — Adopt a room!

TUESDAY

7:00 PM Midweek

2

Pastor Galler
gone to the Study
Group in Plano

3 4

10:00 AM Service
at the Willows

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (W)
9:15 AM Refreshments
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class
10:45 AM Divine Service

9:00 AM to 1:00
PM Circuit #14
Meeting

Bible Study
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER (W) Noon Kilgore 10:00 AM Service
9:15 AM Refreshments 5:30 PM Quilting, Ministerial 7:00 PM Midweek at the Willows
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 6:30 PM LWML Fellowship Lunch Bible Study
10:45 AM Divine Service Supper and Bible
Study 6:00 PM Elders’ M/M Charles
Pastor Galler (B) Meeting Rittenberry (A)
12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Pastor Galler

on vacation beginning

afternoon of May 12. An Elder will answer the Church phone and contact the on-call pastor as needed.

19

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (W)
9:15 AM Refreshments
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class
10:45 AM Matins Service

20

Edgar Wuthrich (B)

21

22

23

24 25

Pastor Galler on vacation. An Elder will answer the Church phone

and contact the on-call pastor as needed.
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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (W)
9:15 AM Refreshments
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class
10:45 AM Matins Service

27

28

Pastor on vacation through morning of May 28.

29

7:00 PM Midweek
Bible Study

30

THE ASCENSION OF
OUR LORD

7:00 PM Divine
Service

31

“Behold! | tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.” (1 Corinthians 15:51-52)
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