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We glorify God by receiving the forgiveness of sins by grace through faith in Jesus Christ and sharing that salvation
through word and deed with those in our midst, in our community, and throughout the world.

The Lord’s little flock does not fear being few in number

Whether they are going up or going down, we all can become a little too fixated on
numbers: the number of Pilgrim’s baptized and communicant members, the number of people in
Sunday Adult Bible Class and Sunday School, the number of people in the Sunday Divine
Services and Communing, and the number of people in Midweek Bible Study. We have to report
such statistics to the District and Synod annually, and we should and do care about each of the
individuals whom the numbers represent, of course, but there can be too much emphasis on the
individuals as an aggregate.

For example, we recently did not have Midweek Bible Study meet because there was
only going to be a total of three of us involved, two present in person in the Conference
Room/Library and one more present electronically on the phone. Of course, Jesus’s own words
assure us that where even only two or three are gathered in His Name, He is there among them
(Matthew 18:20). Too often we give in to the temptation to think that two or three are too few
and that 20 or 30, 200 or 300, or 2,000 or 3,000 are inherently better.

Perhaps somewhat ironically, the part of Jesus’s teaching that we were going to consider
in that Midweek Bible Class that night itself addressed concern about numbers. As the
Divinely-inspired St. Luke reports (Luke 13:22-30), as Jesus went on His way through towns and
villages teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem, someone, perhaps having observed the larger
crowd listening to Jesus but the smaller crowd seriously following Him, asked Jesus whether
those who are saved would be few. Rather than answering directly the person’s perhaps
idly-curious or speculative question about others, Jesus commanded both the person asking and
the others listening themselves to strive agonizingly to enter through the narrow door, for, Jesus
said, many will seek to enter and not be able, finding themselves outside on the Last Day, having
wrongly thought that they were saved when, in fact, they were not saved. The Divinely-inspired
St. Matthew’s account of an apparently-similar statement on the lips of the Lord more explicitly
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states that those who enter by the wide and easy way to destruction are many and those who find
the narrow and affliction-fraught way to life are few (Matthew 7:13-14). On another occasion, St.

Luke records Jesus’s asking, perhaps rhetorically yet no less seriously because of how few they

will be, whether the Son of Man when He comes will even find on the earth those who believe.
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Pastor’s Reqular Study Hours
Tuesday 5:00-8:00 PM

Wednesday-Friday 9:00 AM—Noon
Saturday Noon-3:00 PM

FRIDAY SATURDAY

Elder On Duty — George B. Heil

Cleaning Volunteers — Adopt a room!

1 2

10:00 AM Willows

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY (G) Noon Kilgore Noon-1 PM Rotary Pastor Galler gone
9:15 AM Refreshments 5:30 PM Quilting, Ministerial meets in Parish Hall | to the Study Group
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 6:30 PM LWML Fellowship Lunch in Plano
10:45 AM Divine Service Supper and Bible 7:00 PM Midweek
Study Bible Study

Brandy Ellis (B)
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY (G) Noon-1 PM Rotary 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
9:15 AM Refreshments meets in Parish Hall | Circuit #14 Meeting
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 6:00 PM Elders’ in Gun Barrel City
10:45 AM Divine Service Meeting 7:00 PM Midweek Rotary Flags go out
4:00 PM Ordination in Fairfield Bible Study
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY (G) Noon-1 PM Rotary
9:15 AM Refreshments Rotary Flags picked | meets in Parish Hall
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class up 6:00-7:30 PM CAPA
10:45 AM Divine Service 7:00 PM Midweek

Heaven Chiasson Bible Study Jeromy McMurray

(B) (B)
24 25 26 27 28

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY (G)
9:15 AM Refreshments

9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class
10:45 AM Divine Service

Special Voters’ Meeting

Noon-1 PM Rotary
meets in Parish Hall

7:00 PM Midweek
Bible Study

“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 4:10)
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