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December 2017—January 2018 
THE PILGRIMAGE 

Mission Statement: Pilgrim Lutheran Church is to 
glorify God in proclaiming the saving Gospel of 
Jesus Christ with Word and deed in our midst, in 

our community, and throughout the world. 

God’s Christmas gift of Jesus Christ “answers” every prayer 
Dear Members and Friends of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 
 Not only do young children write letters to Santa, but many people share Christmas gift 
lists with others, in order for potential gift-givers to know what gifts might be particularly 
welcome. And, the lists work! For example, for one of my grown-up nieces I recently purchased 
gifts that I otherwise would not have chosen and from a website I would have never really 
known existed, if her list had not pointed me both to it and to its particular items that she wished 
to receive as gifts. But, while such lists may so work with human gift-giving, we should not 
necessarily apply that or any other similar human experiences to our prayers to God. 
 As Genesis 3 tells, even before the first man and woman heard from God the 
condemnation of their sin, they heard God’s first Gospel promise that the woman’s future 
Offspring would crush the serpent’s head. Every subsequent petition to God that people prayed 
for that Offspring to come was, in some sense, merely a reminder to God of His promise to send 
Him. When God did send Him, born of the Virgin Mary, it was the result, strictly speaking, not 
of the preceding prayers but of God’s mercy and grace that faithfully fulfilled His initial and all 
subsequent promises and “answered” all subsequent prayers . 
 Moreover, when people prayed for the Promised One to come, they might not really have 
known for precisely what it was that they were praying. How many who prayed through the 
centuries really understood from the Scriptures that God would come in human flesh, die on the 
cross, and rise from the grave? Similarly, they might have liked for the Promised One to come 
sooner, and they might have liked for a political and not a spiritual Savior, but God answered 
when and how He knew best. In time, God’s faithful people came to accept precisely how God 
answered previous prayers. 
 So it is also for us and our prayers. God knows what we need and gives it to us even 
without our prayers. Rightly Martin Luther’s Small Catechism’s explanations of several petitions 
of the Lord’s Prayer say that “The Kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our 
prayers”; that “The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer”; and that 
“God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all evil people”. But, 
as those explanations go on to say, we pray that God’s Kingdom may come to us, that God’s will 
be done among us, and that God would lead us both to realize that He gives daily bread and to 
receive our daily bread with thanksgiving. Our prayers are not, strictly speaking, the cause of our 
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Article continues from preceding page. 
receiving the things for which we pray, but we pray nevertheless, because God both commands  
us to pray and promises to hear our prayers, answering them when and how He knows best. In 
time, we also come to accept precisely how God answers our prayers. 
 Sometimes, we do not know precisely what to pray for, despite Scripture’s telling us, as 
the Synod’s Brief Explanation to the Small Catechism puts it, to “praise and thank God for Who 
He is and what He has done” and to ask “for everything that tends to the glory of God and to our 
own and our neighbor’s welfare, both spiritual and bodily blessings”. Thanks be to God that 
Jesus intercedes for us before the Father (1 John 2:1) and that the Holy Spirit Himself intercedes 
for us, since we do not know what to pray for as we ought (Romans 8:26). 
 A number of different people have commented to me and/or asked me questions about 
our congregation’s practices related to our published prayer list and its use in Pilgrim’s Divine 
Services. Pilgrim’s Elders and I have begun discussing possible changes of those practices, and 
we value your input. We are especially concerned about them insofar as they can contribute to 
false understandings about prayer. For example, Some can wrongly think that, if more people are 
praying for something or someone, then God is more likely to answer that prayer or answer it the 
way they want it to be answered. Nothing could be further from the truth! As with Jesus’s own 
prayers in the Garden of Gethsemane (for example, Luke 22:42), prayer is not about our 
conforming God to our will, but prayer is about His conforming us to His will. Of course, in 
particular physical/material matters, we do not know what God’s will is, but in general spiritual 
matters we do.  
 More than anything else, God wants us to trust Him graciously to forgive our sins for the 
sake of the death of His Son, Jesus Christ. Our obedient and confident prayers flow from such 
faith and are quite different from any Christmas or gift list. Furthermore, as God saves us and 
continues to make us holy, we better realize that our physical/material petitions are less 
important than our spiritual petitions, that, in a very real sense, God’s Christmas gift of Jesus 
Christ answers every prayer. For, in Christ, our Father in Heaven does rescue us from every evil 
of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, graciously 
takes us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in Heaven. What gift ultimately is better than that 
which we have already received in Him? 

His and your servant, 
Pastor Galler 

 

HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS!  
04 – Jack Watts 

07 – John Morton 
15 – Toni Erickson 
16 – Andrew Adair  
17 – Leroy Thomas 

18 – John Walker 
20 – Anna Hooge 
21 – Laticia Smith 

25 – Bryn Heil 

H APPY DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES! 
15 – Ron and Carolyn Morton 
22 – Wayne and Betty Miller 

26 – Wendell and Carolyn Holcombe 
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 So much does the Old Testament talk about the promised Messiah and Savior as “the 
Coming One” (Psalm 118:26; Daniel 7:13; Habakkuk 2:3), that that expression itself comes to be 
used to refer to Him. For us, the promised Messiah and Savior came once in the past to suffer for 
our sins, comes now to forgive our sins in His Word and Sacraments, and will come again a final 
time to judge the living and the dead and to live eternally with His faithful believers under a 
“new” heaven on a “new” earth. Latin translations of the New Testament refer to that final 
coming with forms of the verb advenire, meaning “come to”, which Latin verb ultimately gives 
us our English word “advent”. One of our centuries-old Advent hymns, Lutheran Service Book 
333, now well highlights those three “comings” and especially invites our Lord to come as He 
promises to do. 
 This Advent season, those three “comings” will be the focus of our midweek Advent 
Vespers services, as we during this Advent season penitentially prepare to celebrate Christmas, 
as we during Lent penitentially prepare to celebrate Easter. (My usual Study Hours listed in the 
Sunday bulletins each week are times you can know that I generally am available at church for 
private confession and individual absolution [see Lutheran Service Book 292-293], or you may 
contact me to set up a time that is more convenient for you [call or text 903-984-4333 or email 
pastor@pilgrimlc.org].) The color blue used for the paraments only during the season of Advent 
here at Pilgrim is associated with penitence, though less-deep than the purple used during Lent, 
but also represents the hope and anticipation we have in relation to all of our Lord’s “comings”. 
  Pilgrim’s 2017 Midweek Advent Vespers services, their dates and their particular 
Advent focus, follow. 

 Midweek Advent I (12/06): Jesus came once 
 Midweek Advent II (12/13): Jesus comes now 
 Midweek Advent III (12/20): Jesus will come 

A light soup supper will be served beginning at 5:30 p.m. before each Midweek Advent Vespers 
service. Following the service on December 20th, the Sanctuary will be trimmed for the 
Christmas season. 

Article continues on following page. 
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Article continues from preceding page. 
 December 2017’s Sundays in Advent, their dates, and their Gospel Readings (according 
to Lutheran Service Book 3-year Series B) are listed below. 

 First Sunday in Advent (12/03): Jesus comes humbly (Mark 11:1-10)  
 Second Sunday in Advent (12/10): Jesus’s way is prepared by John (Mark 1:1-8)  
 Third Sunday in Advent (12/17): Jesus is testified to by John (John 1:6-8, 19-28)  
 Fourth Sunday in Advent (12/24): Jesus’s birth is announced to Mary (Luke 1:26-38) 

Note that Pilgrim’s Sunday School children are scheduled to do their usual “program” this year 
before the service on December 17th. 
 The months of December 2017 and January 2018 also include the Christmas and 
Epiphany seasons; for more information about those seasons and their special worship 
opportunities, watch Pilgrim’s website, http://www.pilgrimlc.org. 
 Everyone is always invited and welcome in person at Pilgrim Lutheran Church, and you 
usually can read and hear any of the sermons preached at Pilgrim online at 
http://www.pilgrimlc.org/sermons. 

Pastor Galler 

The banner graphic at the top of this article was created by Paul Guinn using uncredited images found at 
https://odysseyonline-

img.rbl.ms/simage/https%3A%2F%2Faz616578.vo.msecnd.net%2Ffiles%2F2016%2F11%2F06%2F636139971920
2677041944514280_Nativity%2520Scene.jpg/2000%2C2000/FhvzN%2FGLgGaUWgvk/img.jpg, 

http://gracelutheranhi.org/images/stories/Chalice.png, and http://www.eraespiritualdeoro.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/01/el-plano-eterico.jpg.  

 

Members Confirmed and Welcomed in November 

On All Saints’ Day, November 5, 2017, Luke Land 
(front row center) was Confirmed and welcomed to 
receive the Sacrament of the Altar for the first time. 
He is pictured with his parents Spencer and Sarah 

(front left), Pastor Galler and his Grandmother 
(front right), and other immediate and extended 

family members. 

On All Saints’ Day, November 5, 2017, Luke Land 
(front row center) was Confirmed and welcomed to 
receive the Sacrament of the Altar for the first time. 
He is pictured with his parents Spencer and Sarah 

(front left), Pastor Galler and his Grandmother 
(front right), and other immediate and extended 

family members. 

On November 19, 2017, Pilgrim received Lindie 
Melendrez and Phoenix Murrill (center) by transfer 
from Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Midland. They 

are pictured with Lindie’s mother Emily Melendrez. 
a member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Big 

Spring, (left) and Pastor Galler (right). Photo: Remo 
Gualtieri. 
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DECEMBER 
  1 Luke 1:46-55 

Revelation 1-2 
  2 Psalm 1 

Rev. 3-5 
  3 Psalm 2 

Revelation 6-8 
  4 Psalm 3 

Revelation 9-11 
  5 Psalm 4 

Rev. 12-14 
  6 Psalm 5 

Rev. 15-17 
  7 Psalm 6 

Rev. 18-20 
  8 Psalm 7 

Rev. 21-22 
  9 Psalm 8 

Isaiah 1-3 
10 Psalm 9 

Isaiah 4-6 
11 Psalm 10 

Isaiah 7-9 
12 Psalm 11 

Isaiah 10-12 
13 Psalm 12 

Isaiah 13-15 
14 Psalm 13 

Isaiah 16-18 
15 Psalm 14 

Isaiah 19-21 
16 Psalm 15 

Isaiah 22-24 
17 Psalm 16 

Isaiah 25-27 
18 Psalm 17 

Isaiah 28-30 
19 Psalm 18 

Isaiah 31-33 
20 Psalm 19 

Isaiah 34-36 
21 Psalm 20 

Isaiah 37-39 
22 Psalm 21 

Isaiah 40-42 
23 Psalm 22 

Isaiah 43-45 
24 Psalm 23 

Isaiah 46-48 
25 Psalm 24 

Isaiah 49-51 
26 Psalm 25 

Isaiah 52-54 
27 Psalm 26 

Isaiah 55-57 
28 Psalm 27 

Isaiah 58-60 
29 Psalm 28 

Isaiah 61-63 
30 Psalm 29 

Isaiah 64-66 
31 Luke 1:46-55 

JANUARY 
  1 Luke 1:68-79 

Mark 2 
  2 Psalm 30 

Mark 3 
  3 Psalm 31 

Mark 4 
  4 Psalm 32 

Mark 5 
  5 Psalm 33 

Mark 6 
  6 Psalm 34 

Mark 7 
  7 Psalm 35 

Mark 8 
  8 Psalm 36 

Mark 9 
  9 Psalm 37 

Mark 10 
10 Psalm 38 

Mark 11 
11 Psalm 39 

Mark 12 
12 Psalm 40 

Mark 13 
13 Psalm 41 

Mark 14 
14 Psalm 42 

Mark 15-16 
15 Psalm 43 

Genesis 1-3 
16 Psalm 44 

Genesis 4-6 
17 Psalm 45 

Genesis 7-9 
18 Psalm 46 

Genesis 10-12 
19 Psalm 47 

Genesis 13-15 
20 Psalm 48 

Genesis 16-18 
21 Psalm 49 

Genesis 19-21 
22 Psalm 50 

Genesis 22-24 
23 Psalm 51 

Genesis 25-27 
24 Psalm 52 

Genesis 28-30 
25 Psalm 53 

Genesis 31-33 
26 Psalm 54 

Genesis 34-36 
27 Psalm 55 

Genesis 37-39 
28 Psalm 56 

Genesis 40-42 
29 Psalm 57 

Genesis 43-45 
30 Psalm 58 

Genesis 46-48 
31 Luke 1:68-79 

Daily Bible Reading begins anew 
December brings us to the official start of another Church 
Year of Daily Bible Reading, and I again encourage 
everyone to follow the reading plan and participate in the 
various forms of discussion available. Based on ancient 
models, the plan reproduced in the adjacent boxes (and in 
larger-print versions available in the Narthex) comes from 
Lutheran Worship (pages 295-296) and takes us through 
the whole Bible in one year by our reading essentially a 
psalm and about three chapters of another book each day. 
The Holy Spirit works through all of God’s Word both to 
indict us of our sin and to forgive our sin by grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ. That law-Gospel distinction came up 
in one of the following Questions and Answers related to 
our reading of Matthew in November. 

Q: In Matthew 2:16-18, Herod kills all males in 
Bethlehem two years and younger. Do we have any 
historical evidence of this occurring other than the 
Biblical account? (I would think a mass slaughter like 
that would be recorded somewhere else.) 
A: I did not immediately recall any extra-Biblical evidence 
for the so-called “Slaughter of the Innocents”, and a quick 
check of a few commentaries also did not reveal any. Some 
commentators put the number of children killed at about 20 
and say that figure and the remote location of this particular 
atrocity make it unlikely for it to have been recorded by any 
other historians. While such evidence would be nice for 
apologetic reasons, those with faith in Jesus trust His Word. 

Q: In Matthew 5:17, Jesus asserts that He has come to 
fulfill the law, not abolish it. But today, we only follow 
portions of the law: I, for one, have never observed 
Sukkot or sacrificed a grain offering. Why do we choose 
to continue following and purporting parts of the law 
(for example, condemning homosexuality) but not 
others? 
A: A usual breakdown of “law” is into three categories: 
ceremonial law, civil law, and moral law. Jesus fulfills all 
three, and today we are only obligated to the last, the moral 
law. The civil laws applied to the people of Israel as they 
lived under their Jewish kings, but such laws no longer 

apply to us, thought we are bound to obey the laws of our civil governments, in so far as those 
laws do not contradict God’s moral law (Acts 5:29; 4:19-20). The ceremonial laws, especially 
those pertaining to the sacrifices, pointed to Christ and ceased being in effect once He offered 

Article continues on following page. 
 



6 

Article continues from preceding page. 
Himself as our once-for-all sacrifice. A key New Testament account regarding the abolition of 
the ceremonial law pertaining to clean and unclean animals is in Acts 10-11:18. Christians are 
generally free from the ceremonial law: they are free under Christian liberty to keep or not keep 
some aspects of it (see, for example, Romans 14, and note that Christian liberty may mean they 
keep some parts of the old law), though other aspects definitely do still apply (see, for example, 
the decision of the apostolic council in Acts 15 and how that council distinguished between what 
did and did not still apply). Ultimately, only as we are in Christ is the tension between the law 
and the Gospel resolved for us. 

 You can ask me your questions about your Bible reading whenever and however you 
like. You can also find other Q&A by following the links at http://www.pilgrimlc.org/daily-
bible-reading. While the Daily Bible Reading year officially begins December 1, you can jump 
in at any time. And, reading any part of the Bible at any time, following another plan or no plan 
at all, is better than not reading the Bible at all. Those following the recommended plan report 
God’s blessing them! 

Pastor Galler 

 

Recent events at Pilgrim and elsewhere educate 

On Monday, October 30, 2017, Pilgrim hosted a 
German-themed meal and screened the documentary 
“Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World”. 
Some two dozen people enjoyed the brats, special 

desserts, and the like, as well as the movie and 
discussion after. Above (top), Pastor Galler and 
David and Debbie Smith come through the line, 

while Holly Treadway serves; behind them, Remo 
Gualtieri visits with Pastor’s sister and mother. 

Above (bottom), Cayden Hinson and Luke Land 
spread out on the floor to watch the movie. 

Photos: Jim Treadway and Barbara Wuthrich. 

Emma and Jeanna 
Watts pose for a 

photo at the Higher 
Things Junior Youth 

Retreat on 
November 3-4, 
2017, at Faith 

Lutheran Church in 
Plano. Luke Land 

and Phoenix Murrill  
also attended, as did Pastor Galler, who presented a 

“breakout session” titled “My Reason and My 
Senses”. The overall theme of the retreat was “I 
believe I can’t believe”, and the main sessions 

focused on the Holy Spirit’s work as described in 
the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed and its 

explanation from the Small Catechism. The group 
enjoyed meals on the way in and out at two of 

Pastor Galler’s favorite restaurants that originated in 
Austin: Torchy’s and Plucker’s. Photo: J. Galler. 
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Pilgrim-sponsored 
community Symposium 

discusses the Reformation 
at 500 years 

“The Reformation was about, first and 
foremost, the forgiveness of sins by grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ,” the Rev. Dr. 
Jayson S. Galler of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 
Kilgore, told about two dozen people 
gathered for a Fourth-Annual Symposium in 
Kilgore titled “The Reformation at 500 
years”. “Any assessment of the Reformation 
at any point–past, present, or future”, Galler 
said, “should not be on the basis of the 
number of people in a particular church but 
on the basis of a church’s ongoing 
faithfulness to that central Reformation 
message.” 
 The Symposium on Sunday, October 
29, from 3:00-5:00 p.m., in the Devall 
Student Center Ballroom on the campus of 
Kilgore College, took place days before the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation 
arguably begun with the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther’s posting of his Ninety-five Theses 
against the Preachers of Indulgences on 
October 31, 1517. 
 Reformation scholar Galler said that 

Luther’s personal experience of the Gospel and his pastoral concern for those under his care are 
relatable struggles and concerns and that the Gospel was relevant then, is relevant now, and 
always will be relevant. And, no matter how bad the Church’s situation in the world may seem, 
God always preserves a faithful remnant that holds to that Gospel. 
 After Galler’s opening presentation, three area pastors briefly responded to it: the Rev. 
Ben Bagley of St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, the Rev. Phil Hodson of Christ the King 
Presbyterian Church, and Dr. Glenn Young of First Baptist Church. Then, after a short break 
with refreshments, Terry Booker of Kilgore College moderated questions from the audience for 
the four panelists. Not surprisingly, their answers to questions indicated that the four panelists 
agreed on the central place Jesus Christ should have, but also that they did not agree on Who 
Jesus is, what He did, and how He still works. 
 The Symposium was free to those attending, although offerings to offset expenses were 
received. The remaining balance of the cost of the room and refreshments were split between the 
First Baptist, St. Luke’s, and Pilgrim congregations. 

Article continues on following page. 
 
 

Rev. Phil Hodson responds to an audience question 
while (left to right) Rev. Ben Bagley, Rev. Dr. Galler, 

and Dr. Glenn Young listen. Photo: James Draper, 
Kilgore News Herald. 
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Article continues from preceding page. 
 The vast majority of those who evaluated the Symposium (more than one-third of those 
attending) at least agreed that the Symposium as a whole was worthwhile, that its topic was 
interesting and relevant, that its format was appropriate, its date and time were suitable, and that 
it was held in a fitting facility. Respondents particularly liked the open and intelligent discussion 
evident in the questions and answers, and they hoped greater publicity for future events would 
attract more people. 
 Regrettably, no audio recordings of the 2017 event were made. 
 This 2017 Symposium was the fourth in a series connected to the anniversary of the 
October 31, 1517, Reformation. The first was “One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism” in 2014; the 
second was “At the Intersection of Church and State” in 2015; and the third was “Religion and 
Politics in the 2016 Election” in 2016. The fifth one, to take place in 2018, was preliminarily 
titled “Why church?” The purpose of the Symposia is to seek a deeper understanding of one 
another in our various church communities. Through the mutual sharing of knowledge and ideas, 
organizers believe that the Holy Spirit will draw people closer to that union that Christ desires 
for all (John 17:21-23). 

 

Kilgore-area clergy “graduate” from Police Academy 
Pastor Galler (third from 
left) was one of twenty 
clergy-members from the 
75662 ZIP code that on 
on November 30, 2017, 
“graduated” from an 
eight-week Clergy and 
Police Alliance Academy, 
put on by the Kilgore 
Police Department. 
Citizens’ Academies are 
also available. Photo: 
Angela Burch, KPD. 

 

Kilgore’s Helping Hands needs your help 
 Remember these items that are needed: boxed stuffing mix, 
cooking oil (24-48 oz.) gravy packets, 2 lb. bag of sugar, 2 lb. bag of 
flour, bag of miniature marshmallows, canned pumpkin pie filling, 
pie crust, canned sweet potatoes, chicken broth, canned green beans, 
canned fruit, rolls/bread, and frozen turkeys or chicken/hens, the last 
of which should be taken directly to 201 South Martin Street. 
 Helping Hands will also gladly accept your old/used 
devotional items, such as Portals of Prayer. You can leave them in 
the box in the Narthex, and we will stamp them with the Church’s 
information before dropping them off to bless someone else. 

Barbara Wuthrich 
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DECEMBER EVENTS 
ADULT CATECHESIS will meet for the last time of this course after the Divine Service on 
Sunday, December 3rd in the Conference Room/Library. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS PARTY: Sunday, December 3rd, at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Parish Hall. Traditionally, the LWML society members provide meat dishes, and everyone else 
brings their favorite Christmas goodies. Also, bring your family’s favorite board game to share 
and play together, enjoying the pleasure of each other’s company. 

MIDWEEK ADVENT MEALS: This year we will be able to enjoy spreading out in the Parish 
Hall for our customary suppers at the church available from 5:30-6:30 p.m. This time frame 
allows members to come directly from work and/or errands, and enjoy fellowship before the 
midweek services. The LWML ladies will be asking members to sign up to help each week, so 
there can be a variety of soups, sandwiches, crackers, etc., without too much effort on anyone’s 
part. More information is in the Sunday bulletins, and a sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. 

MIDWEEK ADVENT VESPERS SERVICES: Wednesdays December 6th, 13th, and 20th at 
7:00 p.m. with the theme “The Comings of Advent” (see the article on pp.3-4 of this newsletter). 
Tree trimming will be done after the service on December 20th. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING: Make plans to join us as we spread holiday joy at Kilgore-area 
nursing homes on Sunday, December 10th. We will have lunch after the Divine Service (on your 
own or together) and then start about 1:30 p.m. In the past, after caroling we returned to Pilgrim 
for hot cocoa. All are welcome to join in! 

ELDERS’ MEETING is Tuesday, December 12th, at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference 
Room/Library. (Please come having read and being prepared to discuss SA III:xiii, page 283.) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS “PROGRAM” will be right before the Divine Service on 
December 17th.  

NEW CHURCH COUNCIL’S FIRST PLANNING SESSION is scheduled for Sunday, 
December 17th at 1:00 p.m.  

PILGRIM BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR KILGORE HEALTH AND REAHAB: Wednesday, 
December 20th, at 2:30 p.m., at 2700 S. Henderson Boulevard in Kilgore. We will need three 
cakes and volunteers to help serve them to the residents. To help with cakes or serving, please 
contact Sharon Sampson. Carolyn Holcombe is providing entertainment. 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT: Sunday, December 24th, we will have our regular Sunday 
schedule of Refreshments at 9:15, Education Hour at 9:30 a.m., and Divine Service at 10:45 a.m. 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE OF READINGS AND HYMNS: Join us 
Sunday, December 24th at 6:00 p.m. (note the special time) for this Pilgrim tradition. 

CHRISTMAS DAY SCHEDULE: We will celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord, Christmas Day, 
on Monday, December 25th, with a Divine Service at 10:00 a.m. (note the special time). 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY will meet December 27th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Conference 
Room/Library (not December’s other Wednesdays due to Midweek Advent Services). 

NEW YEAR’S EVE DIVINE SERVICE will be offered, as usual, at 7:00 p.m. December 31st 
at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1300 Judson Road in Longview. 
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JANUARY EVENTS 
MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays January 3rd, 17th, 24th, and 31st at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Conference Room/Library (not January 10th due to Pastor’s vacation). 

EPIPHANY DIVINE SERVICE: Join us for a special Divine Service at 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
January 6th, the Feast of Epiphany, when the Magi worshipped the boy Jesus. 

INSTALLATION OF NEW ELDERS AND CHURCH COUNCIL is scheduled for Sunday, 
January 7th, in the Divine Service. 

PASTOR’S VACATION: Pastor will begin his vacation after the Divine Service on January 7th, 
and should return to his regular schedule Tuesday, January 16th. As usual, one of the Elders will 
keep the church cell phone for emergencies and will contact the on-call pastor as needed. 

QUILTING BEE will change to Monday, January 8th, at 5:30 p.m. in the Conference 
Room/Library. 

LWML will change to Monday, January 8th, at 6:30 p.m. (probably at a restaurant to be 
determined later). 

ELDERS’ MEETING is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, January 16th, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Conference Room/Library (due to Pastor’s vacation; reading assignment to be announced). 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: Articles for the February Pilgrimage are due January 21st. 

BLOOD DRIVE: the 18th Quarterly Kilgore Community Blood Drive will be Saturday, January 
27th, in the Parish Hall from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

ONCE-A-MONTH-SOCIAL GATHERING: Give your ideas to Kathy Hudson, Elaine 
Navaille, or Barbara Wuthrich. 

 

HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAYS!  
01 – Arlene Kuehn 
03 – Kathy Hudson 
11 – Matthew Smith 
17 – Emma Morton 
21 – Remo Gualtieri 
23 – Hannah Morton 

26 – Don Nicol 
30 – Mary Criswell 

HAPPY JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES! 
05 – Carl and Gayle Gardner 

08 – Brady and Shannon Gage 
15 – Erik and Dana Freeman 

18 – Danny and Sharon Sampson 
22 – Jerome and Sallye Key 
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Circuit 14 Retreat promotes 
outreach to Muslims 

On Saturday, November 11, 2017, Pastor 
Galler and I had the privilege of travelling to 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Palestine for 
the annual Circuit Retreat and Forum. The 
Retreat’s theme was “Islam in Light of the 
Cross” and featured an extensive presentation 
by Rev. Karim Baidaoui and a wonderful meal 
prepared by the members of Bethlehem’s 
LWML Society. Rev. Baidaoui was born and 
raised in a Muslim household but was 
baptized and brought into the faith as an adult 
and now serves as an ordained LCMS pastor 
the Disciples of the Way ministry in Dallas. 
 Rev. Baidaoui’s presentation, which 
included his own testimony and some well-

made videos, addressed both Islamic beliefs and practices and the various programs and 
ministries offered by Disciples of the Way. The ministries all aim to meet the physical and socio-
economic needs of primarily Muslim immigrants in the Dallas area, talking to them about 
Christianity, teaching them the Truths of God’s Word, and, as the Lord wills, bringing them into 
faith through baptism and catechizing them and discipling them in the faith. Rev. Baidaoui 
shared many cheering stories of people who have been brought to faith, life, and salvation in 
Christ through this ministry, and encouraged us to view immigration from Muslim-nations not as 
a threat, but as an opportunity for evangelizing Muslims without even leaving the US.  
 Rev. Baidaoui focused much of his talk on the nature and practices of Islam and how 
Christians should be informed about Islam in order to more effectively witness to Muslims. I 
learned many details of Muslim beliefs and practices about which I previously had only a vague 
familiarity or had not known at all. My main takeaway was that Islam, as are all man-made 
religions, is merely a rich and complex system of works righteousness, wrapped in some ancient, 
phony scripture-esque and liturgicalistic garb. The greatest “work” one can do for Allah is to die 
a martyr’s death waging war against the “infidel”—the Muslim concept of “Jihad.” In my notes 
on the talk, I summarized the difference between Islam and Christianity in this way: “In Islam, 
you die for God; in Christianity, God dies for you.” Indeed, the idea of God serving us, God 
dying for us—in the person of Jesus Christ—is completely alien to the Islamic mind. In speaking 
with Rev. Baidaoui’s assistant, a recent arrival to the United States from Iraq and a recent arrival 
to God’s family through baptism, I was surprised to learn that Muslims don’t really think in 
terms of “sin” and “forgiveness.” Rather, the Muslim strives to live by Islamic law and practices, 
including the most outwardly visible 5-times-a-day praying toward Mecca, and hopes he’s done 
enough to satisfy Allah and thus merit salvation when he dies. As Rev. Baidaoui related from his 
personal experience, there is no comfort and no peace in this system but only doubt and despair 
as to whether one has been sufficiently “faithful” to Islamic practices. But, this doubt and despair 
also provides a great opening to talk to Muslims about the True Faith, where God does the work  

Article continues on following page. 
 
 

A crowd of some 50 people, representing more than 
half of the Circuit 14 congregations, listens to Rev. 

Baidaoui of Disciples of the Way speak at the annual 
Circuit 14 Retreat November 11th at Bethlehem, 

Palestine. Photo. David Adler. 
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Article continues from preceding page. 
that achieves righteousness and we simply get to joyfully receive it and live in it. Indeed, as 
Baidaoui noted, “Christianity is a religion of works, but the works were done by Jesus—not us!”  
 Pastor Galler and I both found Rev. Baidaoui to be a solid, confessionally-Lutheran 
teacher. He had a Christ-centered focus and placed strong emphasis on Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper as means of grace whereby God brings us into faith and strengthens us in that faith. Rev. 
Baidaoui shared many pictures of new Christians—adults, children, and even entire families—
being brought into the Kingdom through baptism. Thanks be to God for this wonderful gospel 
work amongst our neighbors! Let us pray for Rev. Baidaoui, his staff, and all missionaries who 
are bringing life, forgiveness, and salvation in Jesus to the lost, both at home and abroad. And, 
let us look for Spirit-provided opportunities to reach out to the Muslims God brings into our 
lives. (You Learn more about Disciples of the Way: www.disciplesoftheway.org.) 

Tyler Watts 

 

Pilgrim enters float in Kilgore’s annual Christmas parade 
Volunteers worked for hours in Remo Gualtieri and 
Kathy Hudson’s shop on Saturday, November 25th, and 
Sunday, November 26th, preparing Pilgrim’s float for 
the annual Kilgore Christmas Parade, Tuesday, 
November 28th, organized by the Chamber of 
Commerce. This year the Chamber’s theme was 
“Christmas Stories”, and Pilgrim’s take on that was 
“The First Christmas Story is Our Story”. Pastor Galler 
sat by a Christmas tree and fireplace with children in 
front of him and a bigger-than-life-sized Bible 
declaring, “For unto you is born this day a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:11). As this 
newsletter went to print, we had not heard the official 
judgment of our float, but everyone connected with it 
seemed to have had a good time and an enjoyable chili 
supper back at Pilgrim afterwards.. 
 (Top) Kathy Hudson and Danny Sampson hold 
plywood for the oversized Bible, while Remo Gualtieri 
cuts it, and Edgar Wuthrich supervises. 
 (Middle) Sharon Sampson and Devin Landry 
string lights and garland on one side of the float, while 
Dallas Landry works on the other. Carl Gardener 
supervises Danny Sampson setting up the Bible. 
 (Bottom) The bright light shining on the Bible 
was very effective in the parade, but blinded the camera 
taking the photo in the line-up area. The twenty some 
people from Pilgrim riding the float or truck or walking 
alongside were as follows: Pastor Galler; Remo 
Gualtieri and Kathy Hudson; Paul Guinn; Cayden 
Hinson; Sarah and Luke Land; Dylan, Dallas, and 
Devin Landry; Angela and Cooper Sampson; Danny 
and Sharon Sampson; Jeanna, Emma, Jack, and Mark 
Watts; Edgar and Barbara Wuthrich. They were joined 
back at Pilgrim by Nikki Hinson; Ross Land; Steven 
Sampson; and Tyler and Lucy Watts. 
 Photos:Jim Treadway and Jeanna Watts. 
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Joyous feasting and giving at 
Christmastime and all year 

 Christmas is coming. It is a joyous time 
of feasting. The Church feasts upon the Word 
of God in sermon, song, and Sacrament.  
 We hear the proclamation of the 
message of the angels: “Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, Who is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).  
 We mingle our voices with theirs as we 
sing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is pleased” 
(Luke 2:14)!  
 We receive the proclaimed Savior, 
Christ the Lord, not wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in manger, but wrapped in 
bread and wine placed into our mouths for the 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  
 We feast in great joy indeed because of 
this great blessing from our Lord and God.  
 God’s people in ancient Israel also 
feasted with great joy. The Lord showered His 

abundant blessing on His people. And He commanded them to feast upon it (Deuteronomy 16). 
The people were to go to the place appointed, where the Lord would make His Name dwell, and 
give offerings, each man as he was able, according to the blessing of the Lord that He had given 
them (Deuteronomy 16:10, 15, 17).  
 And there the Lord would bless them with joy as they feasted upon what the Lord had 
provided. They ate of the choice parts of their offerings. They enjoyed the company of all the 
people of God as they together heard His promises of blessing, sang of His bountiful goodness, 
and partook of what He gave.  
 We feast on the Word who became flesh to dwell among us, not just during Christmas, 
but throughout all the year.  
 We feast not just on the salvation He has wrought for us in His Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but we feast also on all the temporal blessings that God gives out of His fatherly divine 
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us.  
 We enjoy the rich bounty that God provides, not only in Word and Sacrament, but also in 
house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all we have.  
 Let us then, as did our brothers in the faith from ancient Israel, give as we are able, 
according to the blessing of the Lord our God that He has given us.  
 Let us, like them, give generously of the first fruits of our income, which He gives, so 
that all may know and enjoy the salvation He gives and the joy we have in the Savior born in the 
city of David, who is Christ the Lord. 

LCMS Stewardship Ministries 
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Recent donations help furnish new Parish Hall 
Generous givers recently donated two additional tables for the 
Parish Hall and some two dozen chairs (far right) to better 
accommodate growing numbers, such as at the opening and closing 
of the Sunday Education Hour. And, after the Trustees decided to 
dispose of the old piano that seemed beyond reasonable repair, a 
new electric piano was donated to replace it (below). Presently in 
the Conference Room/Library, the electric piano is portable and can 
easily be moved to use 
elsewhere. We thank the 
givers of all of these and 
other items, many of 
which go virtually 
unnoticed, such as those 
who regularly supply 
paper products for the 
bathrooms and paper for 
the office. (Photos: 
Barbara Wuthrich.) 

 

Pilgrim’s to-date plate offerings reported 
Following a request from Pilgrim’s Board of Elders, Pilgrim’s Treasurer reports the following 
figures for 2017 through November 18th (43/52 weeks) 

Undesignated Plate Offerings received: $100,332.76 
Undesignated Plate Offerings projected: $121,176.00 

Accrued expenses to date: $117,477.70 
Projected expenses per budget: $130,473.21(46/52 of total for the year) 

I’d like to note additionally that checking account funds are down to about $5,000, and we will 
need to begin transferring funds from our savings account to cover operating expenses if we 
don’t see an uptick in giving very soon. 

Tyler Watts 
Treasurer 
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Please pray as our congregation has been requested to pray 
The following are the petitions requested of our congregation that we usually include in the 
Prayer of the Church in the Divine Service, as well as encourage our members to make in their 
own personal prayers. If you are not presently receiving prayer updates by email or phone call 
and desire to do so, please let Pastor Galler know (likewise let Pastor Galler know if you are 
receiving them and wish not to receive them). If you initially made one of the requests below, 
please regularly keep Pastor Galler updated as to the status of the request so that he can update 
the congregation. Thank you! 

CHRISTIANS BEING PERSECUTED WORLDWIDE 
LCMS, DISTRICT, AND CIRCUIT, PASTORS AND PEOPLE 

Vacancies at Our Savior, Centerville, and St. Peter, Gun Barrel City 
Our former member Rev. Michael Monterastelli, seeking a call and interim employment 

OUR PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH: 
Faithful stewardship of God’s gifts 

THOSE UNCONVERTED AND WHO HAVE STRAYED FROM THE FAITH 
THOSE DEALING WITH TEMPTATIONS AND SINS RELATED TO SEXUALITY 
FOR AN END TO THE EVILS OF ABORTION 
PEACE AND UNITY IN THE WORLD AND COUNTRY 
MEN IN THE SERVICE: 

Victor Guinn (Paul Guinn’s son, at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton) 
George C. Heil (our member, at Naval base in Virginia) 
Brian Holcombe (Carolyn Holcombe’s son stationed in Washington, D.C.) 
Nick Modisette (George and Jeanette Heil’s nephew, sailing with the Navy in the Pacific) 

THOSE IN POLICE, FIRE, AND CORRECTIONS DEPARTMENTS 
THOSE WHO TRAVEL: 

Brady Gage 
David Navaille 
Edgar Wuthrich 

SHUT-IN/HOMEBOUND: 
Gwen Heil (our member, in the Carriage Inn Assisted Living in Katy) 
Wayne and Betty Miller (our members, Wayne at Harmony Living and Betty at home) 
Leroy Thomas (our member, in need of a ride from Kilgore Health and Rehab) 
Rev. Harold Wageman (former PLC pastor, under hospice care at Henderson Rehab) 

THOSE WHO NEED HEALING: 
Steve Atchinson (Betty Miller’s grandson, still learning how to use his prosthetic hand) 
Moselle Barton (Connie Wilburn’s friend, started cancer treatment 11/21) 
Mary Criswell (our member, still consulting with doctors over her condition) 
Linda Davis (Paul Guinn’s friend, chemotherapy for breast cancer until March) 
Tiffani Erickson (our member, ongoing pain in hip and jaw) 
Karen Franklin (Treadway’s friend, chemotherapy complications, mastectomy in Dec.) 
Betty Gage (Brady’s stepmother, experiencing pain after a fall, waiting for MRI results) 
Marty Griffin (Shannon’s niece’s father-in-law, bone cancer surgery week of 9/10) 
Brock Gumm (Steven Sampson Family’s request, Union Grove boy with cancer again) 
Charlotte Herrell (Sharon Sampson’s sister, still being treated for cancer) 
Kathy Huff (Navailles’ friend, recovering at home from swollen kidneys) 

Prayer list continues on the following page. 
 



16 

Prayer list continues from the preceding page. 
Kathy Jennings (Remo and Kathy’s friend, active and better spirits but still concerned) 
Jo Johnsey (Sallye Key’s mother, who suffered several strokes) 
Sallye Key (our member, re-broken ribs) 
David Landry (member, better and worse days with Ankylosing Spondylitis) 
Dennis Martin (Navailles’ friend, recovering in a hospital from a broken hip) 
Janet Miller (Jeanna’s mother, recovering from surgery 12/01, awaiting biopsy results) 
Abby Smith (Jeanna’s cousin’s wife, latest PRRT treatment rescheduled, improving) 
David Smith (our member, hospitalized end of November, dealing with infections) 
Ronnie Stover (Angela’s friend Sherri Lilly’s friend, recurring cancer spreading) 
Spencer Thompson (Connie Wilburn’s friend, tolerating treatments for lung cancer) 
Tracy Tippitt (Arcele Wilburn’s niece, recovering from additional shoulder surgery) 
Mark Tucker (Sarah’s brother-in-law, new doctor 11/27, may receive immunotherapy) 
Pat Welch (Don Nicol’s friend, Parkinson’s continues to worsen daily but out more) 
Harold Wilburn (Arcele’s brother-in-law, getting out more but dementia worse) 
Robert Wiles (Betty Miller’s nephew, untreatable cancer, remains on a feeding tube) 
Van Willey (Remo and Kathy’s friend, awaiting further chemo for stomach cancer) 

THOSE IN THE MEDICAL PROFESSION 
FAMILIES IN CRISIS OR NEED AND ALL FAMILIES: 

Adams Family (Bianca’s heavy load at school) 
Herricks Family (God’s guidance for our member Olene and her son Joe) 
Key Family (right regard for God’s Means of Grace) 
Landry Family (ongoing home and employment transitions) 

 

FEBRUARY EVENTS 
QUILTING BEE likely Monday, February 5th, at 5:30 p.m. in the LWML Room (#4). 

LWML MEETING AND SUPPER  likely Monday, February 5th at 6:30 p.m. after Quilting. 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY will only be held on Wednesday February 7th, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Conference Room/Library. 

ELDERS will likely meet on Tuesday, February 13th, at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference 
Room/Library. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE Wednesday, February 14th at 7:00 p.m. 

LENTEN VESPER SERVICES will be Wednesday, February 21st and 28th at 7:00 p.m., with a 
light supper served before each at 5:30 p.m. 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES for March are due Sunday, February 18th. 

 

Death, you cannot end my gladness: / I am baptized into Christ! 
When I die, I leave all sadness / To inherit paradise! 

Though I lie in dust and ashes / Faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 
Baptism has the strength divine / To make life immortal mine. 

Lutheran Service Book 594:4 
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KIDS’ PAGE 

Color the figures of Mary, Joseph, and Jesus in this picture, and then color the star representing 
the days of December, finishing with Christmas Day on December 25th.  

Reproduced with permission from Sermons4Kids. 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 1 

 
2 
10:00 AM Willows 
Service 

3 
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT (B) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service  
Adult Instruction Class 
5:00 PM Christmas Party at PLC 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
Jack Watts (B) 

5 
Noon Ministerial 
Fellowship Lunch 

6 
 
5:30 PM Advent 
Meal 
7:00 PM Advent 
Vespers  
 

7 Pastor at North 
Texas Confessional 
Lutherans’  Study 
Group in Plano 
 
 
John Morton (B) 

8 
 

2 
10:00 AM Willows 
Service 

10 
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT (B) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service 
1:30 PM Christmas Caroling to 
Nursing Homes 

11 12 
 
 
5:30 Pastor prays at 
Kilgore City Council 
 
6:00 PM Elders 

13 
 
5:30 PM Advent 
Meal 
 
7:00 PM Advent 
Vespers Service 

14 
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Circuit 14 Pastors 
meet in Longview 

15 
 
 
 
 
Toni Erickson (B) 
M/M Ron Morton(A) 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Adair(B) 

17 
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT (B) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service  
1:00 PM Church Council Planning 
 Leroy Thomas (B) 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
John Walker (B) 

19 
 

20 
2:30 PM  Birthday 
Party at KH&R 
5:30 PM Meal 
7:00 PM Vespers 
(tree trimming after)  
Anna Hooge (B) 

21 

 
 
 
 
 
Laticia Smith (B) 

22 
 
 
 
 
M/M Wayne Miller 
(A) 

23 
 

24 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN  ADVENT (B) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service  
EVE OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD  
 6:00 PM Candlelight Service  

25 
THE NATIVITY OF OUR 

LORD 
10:00 AM Divine 
Service 
 
Bryn Heil (B) 

26 
 
 
 
 
M/M Wendell 
Holcombe (A) 

27 
 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study 

28 
 

 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS (W) 
 9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service  
7:00 PM New Year’s Eve Divine 
Service (ORLC) 

Communion Assistant –Carl Gardner 
 

Acolyte –Devin Landry 
 

Cleaning Volunteers – Your Name Here? 

  
 

DECEMBER 2017 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

www.pilgrimlc.org 
903-984-4333 

Pastor’s Regular Study Hours 
Tuesday 5:00–8:00 PM 

Wednesday–Friday 9:00 AM–Noon 
Saturday Noon–3:00 PM 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 1 

 
 
 
 
 
Arlene Kuehn (B) 

2 
 

3 
 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study 
 
Kathy Hudson (B) 

4 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
M/M Carl Gardner 
(A) 

6 
EPIPHANY 
 
 
7:00 PM Divine 
Service 

7 
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD (W) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service  
(Installation of New Elders and  
Church Council) 

8 
5:30 PM Quilting 
6:30 PM LWML Mtg 
M/M Brady Gage 
(A) 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 
 
 
Matthew Smith (B) 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
2ND

 SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY (G) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Lay Led Matins Service 
 
 

15 
 
 
M/M Erik Freeman 
(A) 
 

16 
 
 
6:00 PM Elders 
(tentative) 
 

17 
 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study 
 
Emma Morton (B) 

18 
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Circuit 14 Pastors 
meet in Lufkin 
 
M/M Danny 
Sampson (A) 

19 
 

20 
 
February Newsletter 
articles due 
tomorrow 

21 
3RD

 SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY (G) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service  
 
Remo Gualtieri (B) 

22 
 
 
 
 
M/M Jerome Key 
(A)) 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
Hannah Morton (B) 

24 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study 

25 

 
26 
 
 
 
 
 
Don Nicol (B) 

27 
8:00 AM-12:30 PM 
18th Quarterly 
Kilgore Community 
Blood Drive 

28 
4TH

 SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY (G) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service 
 
 

29 
 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary Criswell (B) 

31 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study 

Communion Assistant – Steven Sampson 
 

Acolyte – Luke Land 
 

Cleaning Volunteers – Your Name Here? 

 
 

JANUARY 2018 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

www.pilgrimlc.org 
903-984-4333 

Pastor’s Regular Study Hours 
Tuesday 5:00–8:00 PM 

Wednesday–Friday 9:00 AM–Noon 
Saturday Noon–3:00 PM 

Pastor Galler on vacation (an Elder will answer the Church phone and contact the on-call pastor as needed) 

Pastor Galler on vacation (an Elder will answer the Church phone) 
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