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November 2017 
THE PILGRIMAGE 

Mission Statement: Pilgrim Lutheran Church is to 
glorify God in proclaiming the saving Gospel of 
Jesus Christ with Word and deed in our midst, in 

our community, and throughout the world. 

We feebly struggle; the saints in glory shine! 
Dear Members and Friends of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 
 One of my favorite things about the month of November is the observation of All Saints’ 
Day, whether on November 1st itself or, as we usually have it, transferred to the following 
Sunday. In advance of the usual end-of-the-Church-Year emphasis on the End Times, All Saints’ 
Day gives us, who are struggling here, a number of wonderful reminders not only of what our 
loved ones who departed in the faith are already experiencing now (and what all believers will 
experience after their deaths) but also what all believers will experience together for eternity 
after the Lord’s Final Coming. 
 One such wonderful reminder is the much loved appointed Hymn of the Day, “For all the 
saints who from their labors rest” (Lutheran Service Book 677; confer The Lutheran Hymnal 
#463 and Lutheran Worship #191). Anglican clergyman William Walsham How originally 
published the hymn text with eleven differently-ordered stanzas in 1864, and atheist musician 
Ralph Vaughan Williams originally published the hymn tune, SINE NOMINE, which he 
composed for the text, in 1906. In its first part, the hymn praises Jesus for the saints in glory who 
by faith confessed His Name to the world, and the hymn prays that those singing it may as 
faithful, true, and bold soldiers fight as the saints fought and win as they did the victor’s crown 
of gold. In the hymn’s second part, the hymn confesses the “communion” saints on earth and 
saints in glory all have with Christ and so also with one another and how the sure and certain 
victory we have in Christ and the paradise that awaits us makes hearts brave and arms strong. 
The hymn’s third and final part anticipates the full and final consummation of all God’s promises 
to us in Christ Jesus, namely, the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come (God 
of course will raise all the dead but will give eternal life only to those who believe in Christ). 
 As the hymn has us sing, we feebly struggle here in time. We struggle with all sorts of 
temptation, sin, and its consequences in the world. We struggle with loving God, loving 
ourselves, and loving our neighbors as ourselves. We struggle with the right use of the material 
blessings God has entrusted to our care. We struggle with taking proper care of our bodies and 
watching our own and loved ones’ physical declines. We struggle with God’s purposes for us 
and for our loved ones, friends, and others. We struggle with trusting God to provide all that we 
need to support our bodies and lives and the grace sufficient for each day. We struggle with 
trusting God to rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and  

Article continues on the following page. 
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Article continues from the previous page. 
finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley 
of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 
 We can think about the saints in glory shining with God’s reflected light, and, instead of 
letting that reality that should be ours someday make our hearts brave and arms strong, we can 
want so much to be there (or for other reasons to get out of this world) that we sinfully consider 
and maybe attempt to or even successfully take our own lives. As was the case with St. Paul in 
Philippians 1:21-24, true Christian faith balances the eager desire to depart and be with Christ, 
which is far better, with trusting submission to God’s will to keep us in this world as long as He 
sees fit, even under what we would have to consider to be unbearable circumstances apart from 
His grace that is sufficient for each day. 
 When we, enabled by God, repent of our sinful distrust and rebellion against God’s will, 
as when we repent of all of our sin, God through His Word and Sacraments forgives us by grace 
for the sake of Jesus, Who died on the cross for us. God makes us holy saints on earth so that we 
can be holy saints in heaven. Yes, we still feebly struggle, but one day we also will in glory 
shine. 
 Please permit two other notes related to this topic and hymn. First is that the “blest 
communion, fellowship divine” is most concretely experienced in the Sacrament of the Altar, 
where we on earth “join with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven” in a 
foretaste of the marriage feast of the Lamb in His Kingdom that has no end. On the other side of 
the Communion Rail, it is said, are all the faithful who have gone before us. In this blessed meal, 
the ordinary limits of time and space disappear. All who have ever believed, believe now, and 
will believe are joined with us in the sacramental and ecclesial Body of Christ. Second is that as 
glorious as the saints in glory now shine, things are still missing. Even though they shine, they do 
not yet fully and completely enjoy the bliss of heaven, for the resurrection of the body will bring 
something more, as will our joining with them in the eternal worship of heaven.  
 On the “yet more glorious day”, when all “saints triumphant rise in bright array”, and 
“The King of Glory passes on His way”, then, “From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest 
coast, / Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, / Singing to Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost: / Alleluia! Alleluia! / Amen! 

His and your servant, 
Pastor Galler 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS! 
01 – Emma Watts 

03 – Phoenix Murrill 
06 – Ian West 

08 – Sallye Key 
11 – Paul Guinn 

15 – Connie Wilburn 
23 – Gwen Heil 

26 – Dylan Landry 
27 – Avery Smith 

BLESSED ANNIVERSARY 
27 – Emmett and Caroline Koen 
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November brings the end of Church Year and its emphasis 
 Our more or less continuous reading of St. Matthew’s Divinely-inspired Gospel account 
this Church Year comes to an end with the end of the Church Year and its end of time emphasis. 
In particular, as this “Season of Parables and Miracles” ends (see the July Pilgrimage), we hear 
three consecutives “parables” Jesus taught about the end of time as they are recorded in Matthew 
25: The Parable of the Ten Virgins (vv.1-13), The Parable of the Talents (vv.14-30), and The 
Final Judgment (vv.31-46). The first may be directed more towards each of us individually and 
the second especially towards those entrusted with the preaching of God’s Word and the 
administration of His Sacraments, though certainly in preaching both parables can be applied to 
all of us. The last has a figure of speech in it (vv.32-33’s separation of the people “as” a shepherd 
separates sheep from goats) but seems to be less of a parable and more of an actual description of 
The Final Judgment. At the time of our death or the Lord’s Final Coming, whichever comes first, 
we by God’s mercy and grace through faith in His Son Jesus Christ inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for us from the foundation of the world.   

 But, before we get to those “parables”, we observe 
November 5th as All Saints’ Day, with the Commemoration of 
Pilgrim’s Faithful Departed (and this year also a youth 
Confirmation) being included in that service. The Gospel 
Reading of the Beatitudes, statements of who is blessed, from 
St. Matthew’s account (Matthew 5:1-12), is familiar to many, 
and much loved is the First Reading of Revelation 7:(2-8) 9-17, 
with its vision of the victorious saints in heavenly worship. And, 
the Epistle Reading of John 3:1-3 helpfully reminds us that, 
while we do not know exactly what we will be like at the end, 
we do know that we will be like God. 

 November’s Sundays, their dates, and their Gospel Readings (according to Lutheran 
Service Book 3-year Series A) are listed below. 

 All Saints’ Day (11/05): Jesus speaks about the blessed ones (Matthew 5:1-12)  
 Twenty-third Sunday (11/12): Watch for Jesus’s Kingdom (Matthew 25:1-13)  
 Twenty-fourth Sunday (11/19): Judgment is coming (Matthew 25:14-30)  
 Last Sunday of the Church Year (11/26): Faith produces works (Matthew 25:31-46) 

You might have noticed that from the last Gospel Reading of October, Matthew 22:34-46, the 
appointed Gospel Readings for November seem to skip Matthew 23:1-24:51. Matthew 23:1-12 
would have been read on November 5, if All Saints’ Day had not been transferred. Matthew 
23:34-39 is appointed for St. Stephen’s Day, Matthew 23:32-35 is appointed for a National or 
Local Tragedy, Matthew 24:36:44 we heard on the First Sunday in Advent last November, and 
Matthew 24:42-47 is appointed for St. Timothy’s Day. You may wish to read those two chapters 
for yourself, especially if you are not already following the recommended schedule of Daily 
Bible Readings, which includes the reading of St. Matthew’s Gospel account at the end of this 
month. 
 You may recall that the white of All Saints’ Day symbolizes joy, celebration, gladness, 
light, purity, and innocence, while the season’s general color of green should bring to mind the 
life and growth evident in foliage and fruit and also in those whose hearts and minds remain 
open to the Word of God.  

Article continues on the following page. 
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Article continues from the previous page. 
 Please note that while the Church Year as laid out in Lutheran Service Book provides for 
a Day of Thanksgiving, which Pilgrim traditionally has observed the night before as 
“Thanksgiving Eve”, the “Occasion” is not a Feast or Festival of the Church Year, much less a 
principal feast of Christ such as those we usually try to observe on their actual day. For several 
years now, Pilgrim’s Board of Elders has reconsidered the congregation’s observing this 
Occasion with a Divine Service, and at the recent Voters’ Meeting the consensus of those present 
was that the service should be discontinued. 
 Regardless of the season or day, everyone is always invited and welcome in person at 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church, and you usually can read and hear any of the sermons preached at 
Pilgrim at http://www.pilgrimlc.org/sermons.  

Pastor Galler 

 

Show Your Thankfulness By Helping 
Kilgore’s Helping Hands 

 Remember these items that are needed by early November 
(for the Thanksgiving Baskets): boxed stuffing mix, cooking oil (24-
48 oz.) gravy packets, 2 lb. bag of sugar, 2 lb. bag of flour, bag of 
miniature marshmallows, canned pumpkin pie filling, pie crust, 
canned sweet potatoes, chicken broth, canned green beans, canned 
fruit, rolls/bread, and frozen turkeys or chicken/hens, the last of 
which should be taken directly to 201 South Martin Street. 

Barbara Wuthrich 

 

Church Directory changes and addition 
Our member Larry Reif has moved to the following address: 

PO Box 4233 
Bryan, Texas 77805 

Our member Leroy Thomas has moved to the following address:  

 Kilgore Health and Rehab (Room 16) 
 2700 South Henderson Blvd. 
 Kilgore, Texas 75622-4033 

If you have additional information you would like listed or have any updates at any time, please 
notify the Church Office (for example, email secretary@pilgrimlc.org), and we will pass the 
information along in the next issue of The Pilgrimage. (The next updated Church Directory will 
likely be issued in January.) 
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  1 Exodus 15:1-18 
Hosea 8-10 

  2 Psalm 122 
Hosea 11-14 

  3 Psalm 123 
Joel 

  4 Psalm 124 
Amos 1-5 

  5 Psalm 125 
Amos 6-9 

  6 Psalm 126 
Obadiah, Jonah 

  7 Psalm 127 
Micah 1-3 

  8 Psalm 128 
Micah 4-7 

  9 Psalm 129 
Nahum 

10 Psalm 130 
Habakkuk 

11 Psalm 131 
Zephaniah 

12 Psalm 132 
Haggai 

13 Psalm 133 
Zechariah 1-5 

14 Psalm 134 
Zechariah 6-10 

15 Psalm 135 
Zechariah 11-14 

16 Psalm 136 
Malachi 

17 Psalm 137 
Matthew 1-2 

18 Psalm 138 
Matthew 3-4 

19 Psalm 139 
Matthew 5-6 

20 Psalm 140 
Matthew 7-8 

21 Psalm 141 
Matthew 9-10 

22 Psalm 142 
Matthew 11-12 

23 Psalm 143 
Matthew 13-14 

24 Psalm 144 
Matthew 15-16 

25 Psalm 145 
Matthew 17-18 

26 Psalm 146 
Matthew 19-20 

27 Psalm 147 
Matthew 21-22 

28 Psalm 148 
Matthew 23-24 

29 Psalm 149-150 
Matthew 25-26 

30 Exodus 15:1-18 
Matthew 27-28 

Daily Bible Reading prompts question 
about hearing the Word of God 

The Daily Bible Reading schedule we are encouraging everyone in the 
congregation to follow gives several Bible chapters and a psalm, psalm 
section, or seasonal canticle to be read each day. (November’s schedule, 
reproduced from Lutheran Worship, pp.295-299, is at left, and a larger-print 
version is available in the Narthex.) Readings are loosely related to the 
calendar for the Church Year, which begins with the First Sunday of 
Advent, and so its year of reading ends this month and begins anew in 
December, although your reading can begin at any time. I always welcome 
questions about the Daily Bible Reading, and one of our regular readers 
submitted the following question, related to October’s reading. 

Q: In chapters two and three of Ezekiel, God commands the prophet to 
preach to the nation of Israel. God asks him to give them His word but 
assures him that they will not listen: “I am not sending you to a foreign 
people whose language you cannot understand … If I did, they would 
listen! But the people of Israel won't listen to you any more than they 
listen to me!” (Ezekiel 3:5-7). Israel will not listen to Ezekiel, but a 
foreign country would. Is this necessarily true today as well? Is God 
saying that people will, as a general rule, only respond to outsiders, or 
are His instructions specific to this scenario? 
A: God certainly wants all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4). God had Ezekiel speak oracles against Israel 
(chapters 1-24), against the nations (chapters 25-32) and of consolation for 
Israel and its prophetic fulfillment in the Church (chapters 33-38). There 
may be some hyperbole in what God says about non-Israelites listening 
better (although compare Jonah’s experience see also Jesus’s statements, 
such as that in Matthew 11:20-24). Surely at least some of the people of the 
exiled remnant of Israel in Babylon, where Ezekiel was, listened to him, as 
did some of the people of the nations surrounding them. I do not think God 
is saying that, as a general rule, people will respond only or even better to 
outsiders. In fact, ancient, as well as modern, mission and church-building 
strategy is to train up leaders among the people in a place so that they can 
better reach out to their families, friends, and neighbors. New converts are 
often easier to make than strayed believers are to recover. The rejected 
messenger can never take the rejection personally, for it ultimately is God’s 
(Luke 10:16). To be sure, we all by nature are turned away from God and 
are unwilling to hear Him, no matter what means of communication He 
might use to deliver His Word to us. Only out of His love, mercy, and grace, 
by the power of His Holy Spirit working through His Word are we brought 

to saving faith in Jesus Christ, Who suffered and died on the cross to save us all from our sins. 
Pastor Galler 
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NOVEMBER EVENTS 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY is presently planned to be held every Wednesday in November at 
7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room/Library, except November 22nd, which will allow people to 
travel for Thanksgiving. 

CLERGY AND POLICE ALLIANCE ACADEMY: Pastor Galler continues attending these 
courses from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Thursday evenings, November 2nd, 9th, and 16th, with the 
last session being a “graduation” ceremony. 

HIGHER THINGS JUNIOR YOUTH RETREAT will be held in Plano on Friday, November 
3rd and Saturday, November 4th. Luke and Sarah Land; Phoenix Murrill; Emma and Jeanna 
Watts; and Pastor Galler will be attending. 

DAYLIGHT-SAVING TIME ENDS: Remember to “fall back” before Sunday morning, 
November 5th, or risk being an hour early for the Education Hour and the Divine Service. 

RITE OF CONFIRMATION for Luke Land will be held during the Divine Service on 
November 5th. 

ADULT INSTRUCTION CLASS will meet at after the Divine Service every Sunday in 
November in the Conference Room/Library. 

EAST TEXAS PIPE ORGAN FESTIVAL will be Sunday, November 5th, through Thursday, 
November 9th. The annual event includes a number of events at churches in Kilgore, Longview, 
and Shreveport. A convenient date, for example, is Sunday, November 5th, at 8:00 p.m., at First 
Presbyterian Church in Kilgore. Please contact Barbara Wuthrich if you plan to go to that 
concert, or any concert, and we could make it a group Once-A-Month-Social Gathering. (See the 
complete schedule of these free concerts posted in the Narthex.) 

LWML QUILTING is currently scheduled for Monday, November 6th, at 5:30 p.m. in Sunday 
School Classroom #4. 

LWML MEETING/SUPPER/BIBLE STUDY is currently scheduled for Monday, November 
6th, at 6:30 p.m. in the Conference Room/Library. 

CIRCUIT #14 RETREAT will be Saturday, November 11th, from 10:00 am. to 2:00 p.m. at 
Bethlehem in Palestine. All are encouraged to attend to learn about outreach to Muslims. 
Registration is $20 and can be done at the door. (See all the details in the October Pilgrimage.) 

ELDERS will likely meet as usual on Tuesday, November 14th, at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference 
Room/Library (Reading assignment SA III:xii, p.282). 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES for the December/January Pilgrimage will be due Sunday, 
November 19th. 

FLOAT DECORATING: Come help us prepare our congregation’s float for the annual Kilgore 
Christmas parade on Saturday, November 25th, at Remo Gualtieri and Kathy Hudson’s home 
(201 Norris Road, Kilgore). Time TBA (watch the Sunday bulletins).  

ANNUAL KILGORE CHRISTMAS PARADE: Tuesday, November 28th, at 6:30 p.m. Watch 
the bulletins for more information, but plan now at least to come to Pilgrim for a chili supper 
afterwards. 
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Good stewards thank God with their offerings 

 Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the 
shedding of His Son’s blood, by His death for our sins and His 
resurrection for our justification, God the Father has received us 
back into His family. By water combined with His Word, His 
promise and Name, the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. 
We belong to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we 
are in Him. And being in Him, all things are ours. In Him, we 
are richly and abundantly blessed.  
 Our true treasure and wealth is that we belong to the 
most holy Trinity and everything that is His belongs also to us: 
righteousness, peace, and eternal life. Even our temporal 
treasures are gifts from His Fatherly divine goodness and mercy.  
 We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as good 
stewards of His varied grace (1 Peter 4:10), we manage them in 

such a way that they may be returned to Him. We bring them to Him, hallowed through prayers 
of thanksgiving and God’s holy Word, as an offering. Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from 
God, are also offerings to Him, from which we eat to nourish our bodies, share with our family, 
neighbors, and fellow Christians, with the poor and even our enemies, as holy things given by 
the holy God. His temporal gifts are blessings to and for us and bring blessing upon us, even as 
they are pressed into His service for His kingdom and the souls that receive them.  
 Thus, we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to remember us and 
pours out the fullness of His promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, 
and will continue to do. We give thanks by not taking for ourselves but by giving to all even as 
our heavenly Father has given to us. 
 As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all that 
we are and all that we have because of God’s providential care. And, may we be all the more 
diligent in bringing everything that we have received from God to Him, so that He may bless it 
and employ it for the good of all—even for us. “For to the one who has, more will be given, and 
he will have an abundance” (Matthew 13:12).  

LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

 

Pilgrim’s to-date plate offerings reported 
Following a request from Pilgrim’s Board of Elders, Pilgrim’s Treasurer reports the following 
figures for 2017 through October 27, 2017 (39 of 52 weeks): 

Undesignated Plate Offerings received: $  93,721.76 
Undesignated Plate Offerings projected: $113,274.00 (for deficit budget) 

Accrued expenses: $109,258.74 
Projected expenses per budget: $121,964.09 (43/52 of the total for the year) 

Tyler Watts 
Treasurer 
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Pilgrim and Kilgore’s Rotary Club’s October connections 

The time is always right to invest with CEF 
Our investing additional monies with the Texas District Church Extension Fund (CEF) at any 
time will help Pilgrim in the future, help other congregations in our District, and earn money for 
us as individuals (see the most-recent rate slip below). At the end of September, 2017, Pilgrim 
had $59,322 in supporting investments on a loan balance of $323,623, which is 18% and merited 
the congregation a $26.97 rebate for September. (The next level up is 25%, and below 10% there 
is no rebate.) With rebates of $27.02 for July and $26.97 for August, the total rebate earned so 
far in 2017 was $80.96. Congregational CEF Representative Sarah Land is always available to 
answer your questions and give you more information about investing with CEF. 

At Pilgrim Lutheran Church and the Kilgore Rotary 
Club’s 17th Quarterly Kilgore Community Blood 

Drive on Saturday, October 7, Blood Center of East 
Texas phlebotomist Belinda Robertson processes 

Rotarian donor Bob Miracle’s samples. Bob was the 
first donor at the 1st Quarterly Drive in the old 

Parish Hall and the first donor at the first Drive in 
the new Parish Hall. The drive collected eight units 
from six donors (Miracle and another donated two 

units of red cells each). Photo: J. Galler. 

On Wednesday, October 27, Pastor Galler answered 
the Kilgore Rotary Club’s questions about the 500th 

Anniversary of the Reformation and plugged the 
Pilgrim’s three Reformation-related events the 

following weekend: the Fourth-Annual Symposium, 
Dinner and Luther Movie Night, and the Joint 

Service. (Watch for photos of those three October 
events in the December/January The Pilgrimage.) 

Photo: Barbara Wuthrich. 



9 

Pilgrim hosts garage sale in October to benefit others 
On October 28th Pilgrim held a Garage Sale in our Parish Hall, and proceeds went both to help 
fund our youth’s trip to the 2018 Higher Things “Sanctified” Conference in Kansas and to 
provide relief to victims of Hurricane Harvey. (Items left after the sale were distributed to a local 
resale shop that benefits those in need.) The newsletter deadline prevented captioning each 
picture on this page, but some may recognize former members and former Pastor Wageman’s 
daughter Cindy Harantcavage and her husband and Alex at the checkout line. Members helping 
with the sale demonstrated equipment while visitors shopped. Thanks to Spencer Land for 
cooking the brats, which were sold to all, but our picture only captured our members eating. 
Thanks to everyone who helped make the Sale a success! Photos: Barbara Wuthrich. 
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Long-time member, now in Houston, writes congregation

Gwen Heil smiles for the camera with 
the souvenir version of the comfort 

dog that visited her. Gwen’s birthday 
is the 23rd of this month. 
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Please pray as our congregation has been requested to pray 
The following are the petitions requested of our congregation that we usually include in the 
Prayer of the Church in the Divine Service, as well as encourage our members to make in their 
own personal prayers. If you are not presently receiving prayer updates by email or phone call 
and desire to do so, please let Pastor Galler know (likewise let Pastor Galler know if you are 
receiving them and wish not to receive them). If you initially made one of the requests below, 
please regularly keep Pastor Galler updated as to the status of the request so that he can update 
the congregation. Thank you! 

CHRISTIANS BEING PERSECUTED WORLDWIDE 
LCMS, DISTRICT, AND CIRCUIT, PASTORS AND PEOPLE 

Vacancies at Our Savior, Centerville, and St. Peter, Gun Barrel City 
Our former member Rev. Michael Monterastelli, seeking a call and interim employment 

OUR PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH: 
Faithful stewardship of God’s gifts 

THOSE UNCONVERTED AND WHO HAVE STRAYED FROM THE FAITH 
THOSE DEALING WITH TEMPTATIONS AND SINS RELATED TO SEXUALITY 
FOR AN END TO THE EVILS OF ABORTION 
PEACE AND UNITY IN THE WORLD AND COUNTRY 
MEN IN THE SERVICE: 

Victor Guinn (Paul Guinn’s son, at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton) 
George C. Heil (at base in Virginia) 
Brian Holcombe (Carolyn Holcombe’s son stationed in Washington, D.C.) 

THOSE IN POLICE, FIRE, AND CORRECTIONS DEPARTMENTS 
THOSE WHO TRAVEL: 

Brady Gage 
David and Elaine Navaille (going to Branson 10/16 and returning 10/20) 
Edgar Wuthrich 

THOSE WHO MOURN: 
 Family and friends of Cecilia “Annie” Stanford (Sampsons’ neighbors’ daughter) 
SHUT-IN/HOMEBOUND: 

Gwen Heil (our member, in the Carriage Inn Assisted Living in Katy) 
Wayne and Betty Miller (our members, not leaving their home in Longview) 
Leroy Thomas (our member, in need of a ride from Kilgore Health and Rehab) 
Rev. Harold Wageman (former PLC pastor, under hospice care at Henderson Rehab) 

THOSE WHO NEED HEALING: 
Carla Adams (our member Carl’s mother, still healing from a cut chin and fractured jaw) 
Steve Atchinson (Betty Miller’s grandson, learning how to use his prosthetic hand) 
Moselle Barton (Connie Wilburn’s friend, going to M.D. Anderson 9/25) 
Gary Bolar (Toni and Tiffani Erickson’s relative, recovering from pneumonia) 
Vern Buell (Remo and Kathy’s friend, now doing worse after intestine surgery) 
Guella Casey (Connie Wilburn’s 90-year-old friend, compression fracture in her back) 
Karen Cole (Jack Watts’s teacher, hospice care for cancer throughout body) 
Mary Criswell (our member, still seeking a diagnosis and so also treatment options) 
Linda Davis (Paul Guinn’s friend, chemotherapy for aggressive breast cancer) 
Tiffani Erickson (our member, pain in hip and jaw) 

Prayer list continues on next page. 
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Prayer list continues from previous page. 
Karen Franklin (Treadway’s friend, recent cancer diagnosis and now chemotherapy) 
Marty Griffin (Shannon’s niece’s father-in-law, bone cancer surgery week of 9/10) 
Monica Hale (Paul Guinn’s contractor’s daughter, recovering from surgery) 
Charlotte Herrell (Sharon Sampson’s sister, on hospice care) 
Ethel Jasper (Jeanna Watts’ grandmother, total knee-replacement surgery 10/30) 
Kathy Jennings (Remo and Kathy’s friend, active and better spirits but still concerned) 
Jo Johnsey (Sallye Key’s mother, who suffered several strokes) 
David Landry (member, Ankylosing Spondylitis symptoms worse lately) 
Herb Michel (relative of Pastor’s friends, needs physical healing and to address behavior) 
Wayne Miller (our member, recent fall left blood on his brain, which may require action) 
Abby Smith (Jeanna’s cousin’s wife, latest PRRT treatment in Houston 10/5, improving) 
Spencer Thompson (Connie Wilburn’s friend, diagnosed with lung cancer) 
David Tippitt (Connie Wilburn’s relative, had leg amputated below the knee) 
Lanell Toon (Don Nicol’s friend, widespread stage 4 cancer and diabetic husband) 
Jim Treadway (our member, recovering from 10/18 vascular surgery) 
Mark Tucker (Sarah’s brother-in-law, chemo halted, no change in bladder cancer) 
Camille Wallace (Connie Wilburn’s friend, suffering from heart problems) 
Abby Weeks (Brady’s brother’s granddaughter, hemiplegic migraines, nerve blocks) 
Pat Welch (Don Nicol’s friend, Parkinson’s continues to worsen daily) 
Harold Wilburn (Arcele’s brother-in-law, home again, some days better than others) 
Robert Wiles (Betty Miller’s nephew, untreatable cancer, remains on a feeding tube) 
Van Willey (Remo and Kathy’s friend, awaiting further chemo for stomach cancer) 

THOSE IN THE MEDICAL PROFESSION: 
Good Shepherd Heart Catheterization Lab undergoing personnel changes 

FAMILIES IN CRISIS OR NEED AND ALL FAMILIES: 
Adams Family (Bianca’s heavy load at school) 
George B. Heil Family (life changes) 
Herricks Family (God’s guidance for our member Olene and her son Joe) 
Key Family (right regard for God’s Means of Grace) 
Landry Family (ongoing home and employment transitions) 
Thomas Family (Leroy’s sons and grandchildren) 
Wallace Family (Beth’s acquaintances, in trailer in Michigan, not yet relocating to Texas) 

 
 

When thus my heart in prayer ascendeth, 
Through Thine own Holy Spirit, unto Thee, 

Thy heart, O Father, kindly bendeth 
Its fervent love and favor unto me, 

Rejoicing my petition to fulfil 
Which I have made according to Thy will. 

And what Thy Spirit thus hath taught me 
To seek from Thee must needs be such a prayer 
As Thou wilt grant, through Him who bought me 

And raised me up to be Thy child and heir. 
In Jesus’ name I boldly seek Thy face 

And take from Thee, my Father, grace for grace. 

 —The Lutheran Hymnal #21:5-6 
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DECEMBER EVENTS 

ADULT INSTRUCTION CLASS will meet after the Divine Service on Sunday, December 3rd, 
in the Conference Room/Library. 

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS PARTY is usually held on the first Sunday of 
December. We need a host family and a date, so please speak up. Pilgrim’s LWMLSsociety 
members provide meat dishes, and everyone else brings their favorite Christmas goodies. Watch 
the Sunday bulletins and the December/January Pilgrimage for more information. 

MIDWEEK ADVENT MEALS: Since we have a Parish Hall again, we will be able to resume 
our meals before the Advent services this year on December 6th, 13th, and 20th, so watch the 
bulletins for announcements and the Narthex for a signup sheet. 

MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES: Wednesdays, December 6th, 13th, and 20th at 7:00 p.m. 
Tree trimming will likely be after the service on December 20th (watch the Sunday bulletins for 
details). 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING: Last year we went caroling at area nursing homes after the Divine 
Service and lunch on the second Sunday in December. Please let Kathy Hudson, Elaine Navaille, 
or Barbara Wuthrich know if you are interested, and we’ll set a date. 

ELDERS will meet Tuesday, December 12th at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference Room/Library. 
(Reading assignment to be announced.) 

LWML BIRTHDAY PARTY: Wednesday, December 20th, at 2:30 p.m. at Kilgore Health and 
Rehab at 2700 S. Henderson Boulevard in Kilgore. We will need cakes for residents and helpers. 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT: Sunday, December 24th, we will have our regular Sunday 
schedule of Refreshments at 9:15, Education Hour at 9:30 a.m., and Divine Service at 10:45 a.m. 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE OF READINGS AND HYMNS: Join us 
Sunday, December 24th at 6:00 p.m. (note the special time) for what has become a Pilgrim 
tradition. 

CHRISTMAS DAY SCHEDULE: we will celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord, Christmas Day, 
on Monday, December 25th, with a Divine Service at 10:00 a.m. (note the special time). 

EVE OF THE NAMING OF JESUS: Divine Service is usually offered at 7:00 p.m. New 
Year’s Eve at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church (1300 Judson Road, Longview). 

LWML will not quilt or meet in December due to the congregational Christmas party. 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY: will meet Wednesday, December 27th, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Conference Room/Library (not December’s other Wednesdays due to Midweek Advent 
Services). 

 
 

What shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits to me? 
I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the Name of the LORD, 
I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all His people. 

 —Psalm 116:12-14 (ESV) 
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KIDS’ PAGE 
Reprinted from: http://www.concordia-lcms.com/files/11-2013_kids_page.pdf 



    

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Communion Assistant – Paul Hooge 
 

Acolyte – Matthew Hooge 
 

Cleaning Volunteers – Your name here? 

1 
ALL SAINTS’ DAY 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study 
 
Emma Watts (B) 

2 
Pastor at North 
Texas Confessional  
Lutherans Study 
Group in Plano 
 
6-8:30 PM CAPAA 

3 
 
 
 
Phoenix Murrill (B) 

4 
 
Daylight-Saving 
Time ends 
tomorrow morning 

5 
ALL SAINTS’ DAY (OBSERVED) (W)  
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service (Confirmation) 
Adult Instruction Class 
8:00 PM ET Pipe Organ Festival 

6 
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Cleaning 
 
5:30 LWML Quilting 
6:30 LWML Meeting 
Ian West (B) 

7 
 
Noon Kilgore 
Ministerial 
Fellowship Lunch 

8 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study 
Sally Key (B) 

9 
 
 
6-8:30 PM Clergy 
and Police Alliance 
Academy 

10 
 

11 
10:00 AM to 2:00 
PM Circuit #14 
Retreat in Palestine 
2:00 PM Circuit #14 
Forum in Palestine 
Paul Guinn (B) 

12 
23rdSUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (G) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service 
Adult Instruction Class 
 

13 
 

14 
 
 
5:30 Pastor prays at 
Kilgore City Council 
6:00 PM Elders 

15 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study 
Connie Wilburn (B) 

16 
9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Circuit #14 Pastors 
meet in Palestine 
 
6-8:30 CAPA 

17 
 

18 
 
December./January 
Pilgrimage articles 
due tomorrow 

19 
24thSUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (G) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service  
Adult Instruction Class 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 

THANKSGIVING DAY 
 
 
 
 
Gwen Heil (B) 

24 
 

25 
Time TBA Float 
Decorating at the 
Gualtieri/Hudson’s 

26 
LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR (G) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service 
Adult Instruction Class 
Dylan Landry (B)  

27 
 
 
 
Avery Smith (B) 
M/M Emmett Koen 
(A) 

28 
 
 
6:30 Christmas 
Parade (chili after at 
church) 

29 
 
 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study 

30  

    
 

NOVEMBER 2017 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

www.pilgrimlc.org 
903-984-4333 

Pastor’s Regular Study Hours 
Tuesday 5:00–8:00 PM 

Wednesday–Friday 9:00 AM–Noon 
Saturday Noon–3:00 PM 

Higher Things Junior Youth Retreat 
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