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August 2017 
THE PILGRIMAGE 

Mission Statement: Pilgrim Lutheran Church is to 
glorify God in proclaiming the saving Gospel of 
Jesus Christ with Word and deed in our midst, in 

our community, and throughout the world. 

Even “painful” change can be for our good 
Dear Members and Friends of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 
 Recently our Midweek Bible Study finished the book of Nehemiah. In the last chapter of 
the book, Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem after a year or more away, only to find that some of the 
improvements accomplished during his first time there as governor were not holding as he (and 
no doubt God) would have liked. Nehemiah had to take action to get the people back on the right 
track with regards to their use of God’s house and all that went with it, and so also in regards to 
their relationship with God. In our Study, we reflected on the fact that the people might not have 
very much liked the painful change or the man behind it, and we noted that despite opposition to 
Nehemiah (like to those before and after him, including restoring-reformers such as Jesus and 
Stephen [Acts 6:14]), Nehemiah nevertheless worked with the leaders and set up committees to 
move them in the right direction. 
 The Divinely-inspired author(s) of Nehemiah make(s) clear that Nehemiah in both 
“administrations” as governor had plans for the people, which he developed as he was there and 
made clear to them and then followed through on (there was no secret agenda). Nehemiah prayed 
for success, worked with the leaders and the people to achieve that success, and ultimately 
prayed that the success hold fast. In the end, the people were better off as a result of the work 
that God accomplished through Nehemiah. 
 I am told that some people connected with Pilgrim wrongly think I had or have some 
hidden or secret agenda of painful changes that I wanted and still want to make here (including 
what, I do not know). Nothing could be further from the truth. I came to Kilgore in order to 
faithfully serve God (and so also all of you), and, for more than five and one-half years, I have 
been trying to do just that. Other than a list of changes that the Board of Elders offered to make 
before I was even installed, which list I declined at that time, there has never been, to my 
knowledge, a list of such changes to make, painful or otherwise. 
 In the time that I have been here, as things have come up, the leaders and I (and in some 
cases, when appropriate, also the majority of the Voters), have developed and agreed to make 
positive and necessary changes to improve the congregation’s use of God’s house and all that 
goes with it, and so also our relationships with God. We have made those plans clear and taught 
about them in The Pilgrimage, Adult Bible Class and Midweek Bible Study, sermons, Pastor’s 
Reports, various meetings, one-on-one conversations, and the like. I am sorry if some have not 
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Article continues from the previous page. 
taken advantage of such opportunities to learn about the changes, and I am sorry if some have 
found those changes to be painful. My intent is not to inflict pain but for us to be more faithful to 
God, especially in our use of His Word and Sacraments and with the liturgy and hymns that 
provide the context for our use of His Word and Sacraments. 
 As the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther is often described in connection with his restoring reforms, 
some commentators describe Nehemiah as “contentious”, “impulsive”, “intemperate”, and as 
“losing his composure”, and, even as some commentators recognize the need for Nehemiah to 
act as he did, perhaps those are valid descriptions. Nehemiah was a sinful man redeemed by faith 
in the Messiah to come, as I am a sinful man redeemed by faith in the Messiah Who has come, 
even Jesus Christ crucified and risen for all of our sins. Perhaps some of those same descriptions 
of Nehemiah are valid in my case, and, if so, I ask for your forgiveness for any such behavior, as 
I have asked for and received God’s forgiveness. (Receiving individual absolution from a pastor 
is such a blessing!) 
 As we as pastor and people live together in the forgiveness of sins for Christ’s sake—
individually receiving God’s forgiveness of us and then extending our own forgiveness to one 
another—we forgive any such behavior connected with the changes and focus on the good that 
the past, present, and future changes (such as those in connection with the new building) bring 
about in our use of God’s house and all that is associated with it, and so also our relationships 
with God. We discuss our concerns with the people who have the callings for us to discuss the 
concerns with them, and we hear them out so that the Holy Spirit has an opportunity to work in 
us. We ultimately recognize that faithful men called by God do not try to please people but God, 
Whom they are to serve faithfully (Galatians 1:10; 1 Corinthians 4:1-2). And, we concentrate on 
God’s changing us in repentance and with painful afflictions, and we look forward to the final 
change God will bring about in us on the Last Day (1 Corinthians 15:51-52). 

His and your servant, 
Pastor Galler 

 

HAPPY AUGUST BIRTHDAYS! 
06 – Emmett Koen, V 
06 – Arcele Wilburn 

08 – Emmett Koen, IV 
09 – George B. Heil 
14 – Caroline Koen 

16 – Larry Reif 
16 – Vickie Walker 

22 – Holly Treadway 
23 – Gayle Gardner 

24 – Aurianna Chaisson 
26 – Beth West 

27 – Rebekah Morton 
30 – Angela Sampson 

31 – Ron Morton 

BLESSED AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
21 – Matthew and Ticia Smith 

28 – Edgar and Barbara Wuthrich 
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August Sundays “build” the Church 
 Having just last month blessed our new Parish Hall with Sunday School Classrooms, we 
might especially be likely to think of our own role in building the Church, or at least church 
buildings. While we of course have a role in building church buildings, the work of building the 
Church, defined as the total number of those who believe in Jesus Christ, is arguably God’s work 
alone. In a rare Gospel Reading mention of the Church as such, this month on the Twelfth 
Sunday after Pentecost we hear Jesus say that He Himself will build His Church (Matthew 
16:13-20). To be sure, in order to build His Church, God gives the Office of the Holy Ministry 

(also known as “the Office of the Keys” on 
the basis of this same Gospel Reading), 
which, at least each and every Sunday, 
purely preaches His Gospel and rightly 
administers His Sacraments, through which 
He creates faith when and where He pleases. 
The book of Acts repeatedly documents the 
success of those means of grace (for 
example, Acts 2:41, 47), even if the success 
rate is not what we, much less God, might 
like. His Word in all its forms does 
accomplish and succeed in His purposes for 
which He sends it, which is not only saving 
faith in some but also damning judgment 
upon others. Regardless of the Word’s 
seeming success, we trust Jesus’s Word that 
the gates of hell do not prevail against the 
Church but the very opposite: the Church 
triumphs over the gates of hell. 

 August is the second full month of approximately six months of Sundays after Pentecost 
that are considered the non-festival or Church half of the Church year (compared to the festival 
or Christ’s half of the Church year), with its green color bringing to mind the life and growth 
evident in foliage and fruit. August’s Sundays after Pentecost, their dates and Gospel Readings 
(according to Lutheran Service Book 3-year Series A) are listed below. 

 Ninth Sunday (08/06): Jesus feeds 5,000 (Mathew 14:13-21) 
 Tenth Sunday (08/13): Jesus walks on water (Matthew 14:22-33) 
 Eleventh Sunday (08/20): Jesus answers a plea for mercy (Matthew 15:21-28) 
 Twelfth Sunday (08/27): Jesus builds His Church (Matthew 16:13-20) 

You might have noticed that, while the Gospel Readings are nearly continuous, some portions of 
St. Matthew’s Divinely-inspired Gospel account are omitted. You may wish to read those 
sections for yourself, especially if you are not already following the recommended schedule of 
Daily Bible Readings. This month, for example, read Matthew 14:34-15:20 (Jesus’s healing the 
sick and teaching about traditions and commandments and what defiles a person) and Matthew 
15:29-16:12 (Jesus’s healing many, feeding 4,000, and answering the Pharisees and Sadducees). 
 Regardless of the season or day, everyone is always invited and welcome in person at 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church, and you can read and hear any of the sermons preached at Pilgrim at 
http://www.pilgrimlc.org/sermons. 

Pastor Galler 
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AUGUST EVENTS 
BEAVERS’ BEND OR LAKE TEJAS? Any interest in a one or 
two day trip to either of these places, possibly August 11th and 
12th? This is a great opportunity to get our congregation’s young 
people (and not so young) together. Contact Sarah Land at 903-
932-2885. (We will be back in time for Divine Service on August 
13th.) 

YOUTH CATECHESIS will meet on Tuesdays August 8th and 15th at 4:00 p.m., Tuesdays 
August 22nd and 29th at 5:00 p.m., and on Saturdays the 12th, 19th, and 26th at 11:00 a.m. (There 
will be no catechesis class during the first week of August, due to Pastor’s Continuing Education 
class.) All classes meet in Pastor’s study. 

ELDERS will meet on Tuesday, August 8th at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference Room/Library 
(reading assignment is SA III:ix, p. 281). 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY will be held on Wednesday August 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th at 7:00 
p.m. (not on August 2nd, due to Pastor’s Continuing 
Education class). Having completed the Old 
Testament’s historical narrative, as we continue our 
study “Salvation History is Our Story”, we will spend 
at least one session discussing the time between the 
Old Testament and the New Testament, and then we 
will begin following the New Testament’s historical 
narrative. The initial sessions in August will be a 

great time to join or get back into our Midweek Bible Study! 

BOARD OF EDUCATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS will meet briefly 
Sunday, August 13th after Divine Service. 

ADULT INSTRUCTION CLASS will begin meeting on Sunday, August 13th, in the 
conference room/library after Divine Service. Class members will quickly get a lunch, eat 
together, and be prepared to meet for approximately 1.5-2 hours of actual class time. This class 
will meet approximately 13 sessions, but not all consecutive Sundays. There is no obligation for 
non-members to join the congregation after completing the course, and members are welcome to 
use this as a “refresher course”. 

CHURCH FAIR AT LETOURNEAU UNIVERSITY will be Saturday, August 
19th from 3:00-4:30 p.m. The Mission and Evangelism Committee always 
appreciates the help of any church members to carry our materials out, to set up 
the table, to stay to meet and greet these incoming freshmen (extending the love 
of Jesus Christ and inviting them to worship with us), and then to carry supplies 
back to church. Watch the bulletins for more details. 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES for September will be due Sunday, August 20th. 

RALLY DAY will be Sunday, August 27th. Watch the bulletins for details. 

BOARD AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS: Please have your groups meet soon to consider your 
proposed budgets for 2018 and any other business on your group’s agenda, including nominees 
for program-area coordinators for 2018. 
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  1 Habak 3:2-19 
2 Chron. 1-3 

  2 Psalm 57 
2 Chron. 4-6 

  3 Psalm 58 
2 Chron. 7-9 

  4 Psalm 59 
2 Chron. 10-12 

  5 Psalm 60 
2 Chron. 13-15 

  6 Psalm 61 
2 Chron. 16-18 

  7 Psalm 62 
2 Chron. 19-21 

  8 Psalm 63 
2 Chron. 22-24 

  9 Psalm 64 
2 Chron. 25-27 

10 Psalm 65 
2 Chron. 28-30 

11 Psalm 66 
2 Chron. 31-33 

12 Psalm 67 
2 Chron. 34-36 

13 Psalm 68 
Ezra 1-5 

14 Psalm 69 
Ezra 6-10 

15 Psalm 70 
Nehemiah 1-3 

16 Psalm 71 
Nehemiah 4-6 

17 Psalm 72 
Nehemiah 7-9 

18 Psalm 73 
Nehemiah 10-13 

19 Psalm 74 
Esther 1-3 

20 Psalm 75 
Esther 4-6 

21 Psalm 76 
Esther 7-10 

22 Psalm 77 
Job 1-3 

23 Psalm 78 
Job 4-6 

24 Psalm 79 
Job 7-9 

25 Psalm 80 
Job 10-12 

26 Psalm 81 
Job 13-15 

27 Psalm 82 
Job 16-18 

28 Psalm 83 
Job 19-21 

29 Psalm 84 
Job 22-24 

30 Psalm 85 
Job 25-27 

31 Habak 3:2-19 
Job 28-30 

Daily Bible Reading generates more Q&A 
I thank and praise God that people connected with our Pilgrim congregation 
are reading God’s Word regularly, regardless of how often they read or 
precisely what in the Bible they are reading. Of course, with the list at left 
(and larger-print versions available in the Narthex) from Lutheran Worship 
pp.295-299 (reprinted by permission), we are encouraging everyone towards 
a Daily Bible Reading plan that has us read the Bible daily and all read the 
same passages. Following this plan not only gets us through the whole Bible 
over the course of one year but also allows us to discuss together what we 
have read. For example, the following questions and answers pertain to the 
reading that was assigned in July. 

Q: Reading the genealogies in 1 Chronicles chapters 1-9, I can only pick 
out names I recognize from other stories, but I suppose they meant 
something more to someone else?  
A: You are probably correctly identifying at least some of the familiar 
names in Chronicles’ genealogies, though many Biblical names are fairly 
common and so may be used of more than the familiar individuals. And, you 
are right that such genealogies in Chronicles and elsewhere are at least 
important to others, even if we do not always fully appreciate them as we 
might. In short, the opening eight-plus chapters of 1 Chronicles are a 
compression of the eons before David’s reign as a means of getting into the 
reigns of David and Solomon, who planned, built, and dedicated the temple, 
promoted true worship, fostered music for its services, and carefully had 
only authorized personnel officiate there. The genealogies are obviously 
important in that last regard, as well as showing the returned exiles 
connection to the past and helping to preserve for the future the pure line 
especially of Judah, from whom Jesus would descend. He is of pre-eminent 
importance for us today! Not every descendant is listed, but, to be sure, God 
cares about each and every one of them and us, who by grace through faith 
in Jesus, have our names given in Baptism written in His Book of Life. 

Q: So according to 1 Chronicles 3:1-9, David had six sons in his first 
seven years as king, only one of which was said to be by his “wife”, 
whose name was not the name I remembered as his first wife. 
A: In addition to Chronicles’ record of David’s first sons, 2 Samuel 3:2-5; 
5:13-16; and 13:1 give lists, and, if you are using the Concordia Self-Study 
Bible, you can find a “family tree” chart on p.398, although it does not 
completely match Chronicles’ record of David’s first sons. That those six 
sons are of six different women—none of whom were David’s first “wife” 
Michal, if that is of whom you were thinking—is indeed striking and a 
reminder of even the “sainted” patriarchs’ original and actual sin, which, 

apart from faith in Jesus Christ, merited them death and hell no more or less than they merit such 
for us. 

 Ask me your questions about what you read, whether or not you follow the plan we 
recommend. Pray and be assured that the Holy Spirit will work through His Word! 

Pastor Galler 
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Updated Church Directory is available 
Those who receive The Pilgrimage electronically should have 
received an electronic copy of the latest Church Directory attached to 
the same email, just as those who receive the newsletter in hard-copy 
should have received a hard-copy of the Directory with their 
newsletter. (Additional hard-copies are available in the Narthex for 
those who want them.) Thanks go to Barbara Wuthrich for helping to 
maintain the current listing of members and friends with their physical 
and mailing addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses. If you 
find an error in your information, have additional information you 
would like listed, would like something not to be listed, or have any updates at any time, please 
notify the Church Office (for example, email secretary@pilgrimlc.org), and we will pass the 
information along in the next issue of The Pilgrimage. 

Pilgrim’s to-date plate offerings reported 
Following a request from Pilgrim’s Board of Elders, Pilgrim’s Treasurer reports the following 
figures for 2017 through July 28, 2017 (30 of 52 weeks): 

Undesignated Plate Offerings received: $66,726.33 
     A $2,992.77 surplus from offerings designated for the building will be applied to its mortgage payments.  
Undesignated Plate Offerings projected: $79,028.00 (for deficit budget) 

Accrued expenses: $72,150.22 
Projected expenses per budget: $85,091.23 (30/52 of the total for the year) 

Tyler Watts 
Treasurer 

Our CEF investments help Pilgrim 
Now that Pilgrim is entering into repayment on its loan for the new Parish Hall, our individual 
Church Extension Fund investments are all the more important for the congregation’s earning a 
rebate of its loan interest, currently expected to be 0.10%. Check out the August rates below, and 
see the CEF’s coverage of the Parish Hall Blessing at http://texascef.org/news.html#news5. 
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Pilgrim and ORLC take a “stand” for VBS 2017 
In conjunction with Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Longview, 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church offered Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
to the two congregations’ members and to their two communities 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Sunday, July 16, through Thursday, July 20, 
at Pilgrim. Some 15-20 children (three-year-olds through 6th-
graders) and another 20-30 adults (7th-graders and up) 
participated in one way or another each night.  
 The main theme was “Here I Stand!”, words attributed to 
Martin Luther at the 1521 Diet of Worms where he was asked to 
retract his faithful confession of Who God is, what He had done, 
and how He was still working. The logo at left is an artistic 
interpretation of Martin Luther’s seal. Both theme and logo were 
fitting in 2017, the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, as 
dated to Martin Luther’s posting of 95 debate theses against the 

preaching of indulgences to his church’s door, which served as a community bulletin board (the 
hammer in the logo relates to that event). 
 Each day had its own sub-theme and either an Old Testament or New Testament Bible 
account related to confessing sin and faith and receiving forgiveness by grace through faith in 
Jesus Christ. Also connected were questions and answers from the Fifth Chief Part of Martin 
Luther’s Small Catechism. 

 Sunday: True Confession (Luke 15:11-32) 
 Monday: We Confess Our Sins (Luke 23:33-43) 
 Tuesday: We Confess the True God Who Forgives (Daniel 6) 
 Wednesday: We Forgive One Another (Genesis 50:15-26) 
 Thursday: The Pastoral Office Forgives (2 Samuel 12:1-14) 

The Openings, skits, Catechism time, crafts, games, snacks, and Closings all centered on the 
“Here I Stand” main theme and each day’s sub-theme. (The material was produced by Higher 
Things, a registered service organization of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and related 
to its annual youth conferences.) 
 The pictures on this and the following page show the fun that children and adults had, 
with captions providing more information about each day’s activities. (All photos are by Jim and 
Holly Treadway; see more photos on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall.) 

A light supper was served 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. to allow 
families to come from wherever 

they were, without having to 
worry about dinner. Rudy and 

Rhonda Stephens of ORLC 
coordinated with Pilgrim’s 
Sarah Land and others to 

provide kid-friendly food each 
night: pizza, hot dogs, chicken 

nuggets, tacos, and hamburgers. 
Free-will offerings helped 

offset food expenses. 
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On Wednesday night, Martin “senior” and Martin 
“junior”, played by Cooper Sampson, introduced a 

skit within the skit featuring Seth Adams, Luke Land, 
and Anna Hooge as Joseph’s brothers and Matthew 

Hooge as Joseph. Others were cast other nights. 

Although games most nights reinforced the lesson, in 
keeping with Pilgrim’s tradition, the game on the last 

night was a watermelon-seed-spitting contest.  

Before serving her snacks each night, ORLC’s Lisa 
Guillory led the singing and signing of “Jesus Loves 

Me” (LSB 588). 

Each night began with a liturgical Opening and ended 
with a liturgical Closing, respectively introducing and 

reviewing the day’s lesson. Every one learned “A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (Lutheran Service Book 
656). Sharon Sampson and Jennifer Hooge teamed up 

to operate the CD player that kept up the tempo. 

The humorous but educational skits this year all 
featured Martin and Katie Luther, played by Danny 
and Sharon Sampson. Some of the humor may have 

gone over the children’s heads, but they always 
seemed to get the point of the lesson, which was 

evident as “Martin” reviewed it at the end. 

Crafts for the younger children on Tuesday night, 
when Daniel in the lions’ den was the story, were 

lions’ masks. Pilgrim’s Holly Treadway coordinated 
crafts each night and here engaged with the students 

as helper Matthew Hooge looked on. 
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June’s and July’s Memorable Moments 
At the end of the Divine Service on 

Sunday, July 16, 2017, Pilgrim by the 
grace of God blessed its new Parish 

Hall with Sunday School Classrooms, 
processing from the Sanctuary to first 

unlock the doors and then bless the 
building from inside the Great Room. 

After the rite, Pastor Galler made a 
few remarks, which included thanking 
the Texas District Church Extension 

Fund (whose representative was 
present), and Capital Improvements 
Committee Chair Steven Sampson 
thanked his committee and all who 

made the building possible. Although 
there was no formal reception at the 

time, an Open House for the 
congregation and community is in the 

works for this fall. Photo: James 
Draper, Kilgore News Herald. 

(Far left) Pastor Galler, Luke Land, 
and Matthew Hooge pose in the 
photo booth while at the Higher 

Things youth conference June 26-29, 
2017, in San Antonio.  
Photo: Sarah Land.  

(Near left) Also , at the conference 
Pastor Galler presented two breakout 

sessions titled “Scripture or Clear 
Reason”.  

Photo: Daniel Hadad. 

Before the new Parish Hall could be blessed, lots of work still had to be done, including the completion of the parking lots. 
(Above left) On July 7, 2017, “contractor liaison” Carl Gardner walked in the door with a big smile on his face and the long-

awaited Certificate of Occupancy in his hand, the City of Kilgore’s official okay for the congregation to use the building. 
Photo: Barbara Wuthrich. (Above center) On July 13, 2017, Elaine Navaille and Shannon Gage organized everything in the 

new Serving Kitchen and were happy to pose for a photo when their work was done. Photo: Barbara Wuthrich. (Above right) 
The late shift that day took advantage of the shade to lay sod as final preparations for the Blessing that Sunday. Pictured hard at 
work are Brady Gage, Carl Gardner, Edgar Wuthrich, Shannon Gage, and Barbara Wuthrich. Gayle Gardner was inside making 

lemonade when the picture was snapped. Photo: J. Galler. 
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June’s and July’s Memorable Moments (continued) 

On Thursday, July 20, 2017, Pastor Galler 
called “Big Shot Bingo” at the Willows 

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Kilgore. 
Photo: Dana Hufstetler. 

Also on Thursday, July 20, 2017, after a full five days of 
Vacation Bible School, Matthew Hooge, Anna Hooge, and 
Luke Land took a well-deserved break after helping set up 

the Great Room for the Blood Drive . Photo: J. Galler. 

Regular community blood donors Mike Kerr and 
Tony Haufler take their turns on the Blood Center 

East Texas “coach” brought up (due to a 
scheduling error) for the Saturday, July 22, 2017, 
drive. The Sixteenth Kilgore Community Blood 

Drive in partnership with the Kilgore Rotary Club 
collected 11 units from 10 donors, which 

potentially touched the lives of 29 different 
people in need of blood products. Pilgrim member 

Shannon Gage won the $25 cash given away 
thanks to an anonymous donor. The next drive is 
already scheduled for Saturday, October 7, 2017, 
from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Great Room 

of the Parish Hall.  
Photo: Barbara Wuthrich. 

On Sunday, July 23, 2017, 
after the Divine Service and 
before the Voters’ Meeting, 

Pilgrim had its first Covered-
dish Meal in more than two 

years and the first ever in the 
new Parish Hall. (Near right) 

Under the old table-prayer 
banner refreshed by Gayle 
Gardner, Dylan, Marci, and 

Dallas Landry work one side 
of the serving counter, while 
Jasmine and Devin Landry 
work the other. (Far right) 
Jasmine Landry poses with 
the cake celebrating her and 
Grace Morton’s high school 

graduations.  
Photos: Barbara Wuthrich. 
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LWML holds 
37th Biennial Convention 

“Jesus Christ above all!” (based on Philippians 2:9) was 
the theme for the four-day LWML 37th Biennial 
Convention June 22nd to 25th, 2017, in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. Deaconess Betty Knapp was our Bible study 
leader. She reminded us that “everyone is moving toward 
the heart of Jesus or moving away from the heart of Jesus. 
We are all called to be disciples, but how? One way is to 
watch our own actions. If we feel we can’t do it, the Lord 
just may provide an Aaron for us.” Betty encouraged us 
to obtain the book Joining Jesus on His Mission by Rev. 
Greg Finke. 
 Pastor Harrison’s very-inspiring sermon urged us 
to surge on and serve the Lord with gladness. 
 My favorite mission grant was #23, Raising 
Pastors and Deaconesses in Liberia, which will provide 
all the necessary funds to build the college/seminary, with 
the people of the church’s supplying the labor.  
 President Pattie Ross asked, “what are we doing to 
‘bring the lost and erring’ to Jesus? We sometimes feel 
discouraged, especially if we are in a small group in a 

small congregation. That’s why conventions such as this are so encouraging and uplifting.” 
 My most memorable time of the convention was the 
banquet on Saturday night. Everyone was given a pink ring 
that became a twinkling light when turned on. I can close 
my eyes and still see all the thousands of twinkling lights! 
Rebecca Smith, soloist, sang hits from the last 75 years, 
which corresponded with cute skits. What an experience!  
 My heart was touched by singing the song “Here I 
am Lord,” at the closing service. It reminded me of the first 
time I heard it at the convention in Minneapolis which I 
attended with my three sisters. Time is short and the fields 
are white. 
 The convention impacted my life by answering the 
call to help with VBS. The Holy Spirit led me to encourage 
my husband to play the part of Martin Luther.  I played 
Katie, in the skits by “Higher Things.” I pray someone was 
blessed by our efforts. 
 I encourage you to start making plans for the next LWML Texas District Convention in 
Waco, 2018, and the National Convention in Mobile, AL, 2019.  
 Keep Your Gospel Light Shining, 

Sharon Sampson 
LWML East Texas Zone President 

 
 

East Texas Zone President and Delegate 
Sharon Sampson posed for this picture 
with the LWML Texas District banner. 

Pilgrim’s LWML Society member 
Jeanna Watts submitted a design for the 
District banner at the Convention, but it 

was not chosen. 

Sharon Rapp, Bible-Study Editor of 
the Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly, 

takes time from choir practice to pose 
for a picture with Sharon Sampson. 

Sharon says, “We are sisters-in-love. 
She is my sister Irene’s sister-in-

law.” 
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Please pray as our congregation has been requested to pray 
The following are the petitions requested of our congregation that we usually include in the 
Prayer of the Church in the Divine Service, as well as encourage our members to make in their 
own personal prayers. If you are not presently receiving prayer updates by email or phone call 
and desire to do so, please let Pastor Galler know (likewise let Pastor Galler know if you are 
receiving them and wish not to receive them). If you initially made one of the requests below, 
please regularly keep Pastor Galler updated as to the status of the request so that he can update 
the congregation. Thank you! 

 
CHRISTIANS BEING PERSECUTED WORLDWIDE 
LCMS, DISTRICT, AND CIRCUIT, PASTORS AND PEOPLE 

Vacancies at Our Savior, Centerville, and soon also at St. Peter, Gun Barrel City 
Our former member Rev. Michael Monterastelli, seeking a call and interim employment 

OUR PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH: 
Faithful stewardship of God’s gifts 

THOSE UNCONVERTED AND WHO HAVE STRAYED FROM THE FAITH: 
Elizabeth & Ava Nicol (Don’s niece and grand-niece) 

THOSE DEALING WITH TEMPTATIONS AND SINS RELATED TO SEXUALITY 
FOR AN END TO THE EVILS OF ABORTION 
PEACE AND UNITY IN THE WORLD AND COUNTRY 
MEN IN THE SERVICE: 

Victor Guinn (Paul Guinn’s son, at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton) 
George C. Heil (at base in Virginia) 
Brian Holcombe (Carolyn Holcombe’s son stationed in Washington, D.C.) 

THOSE IN POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS 
THOSE WHO TRAVEL: 

Brady Gage 
Hannah Morton (in New Zealand for Emergency Management training 6/24-8/5) 
David Navaille 
Edgar Wuthrich 

THOSE WHO MOURN: Family and friends of Rhonda Dixon (Arcele Wilburn’s niece) 
SHUT-IN/HOMEBOUND: 

Gwen Heil (our member, in the Carriage Inn Assisted Living in Katy) 
Rev. Harold Wageman (former PLC pastor, under hospice care at Henderson Rehab) 

THOSE WHO NEED HEALING: 
Steve Atchinson (Betty Miller’s grandson, learning how to use his prosthetic hand) 
Vern Buell (Remo and Kathy’s friend, recovering from emergency intestine surgery) 
Maria Church (Elaine Navaille’s coworker, continuing chemo for recurrent melanoma) 
Mary Criswell (our member, at home but still has pneumonia and perhaps heart issues) 
Remo Gualtieri (recovering at home after foot surgery 6/29) 
Debby Henry (Pastor’s friend, suffering from what are possibly neurological issues) 
Becky Jenkins (Don Nicol’s friend, brain tumor is getting worse) 
Kathy Jennings (Remo and Kathy’s friend, making progress against her cancer) 
Martha Johnson (Sallye Key’s sister, out of the hospital, but cancer remains) 
Jerome Key, Jr. (Jerome and Sallye’s son, MRI on back 6/06) 

Prayer list continues on next page. 
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Prayer list continues from previous page. 
David Landry (member, suffering from worsening Ankylosing Spondylitis) 
Herb Michel (relative of Pastor’s friends, needs physical healing and to address behavior) 
Don Nicol (on oxygen at home, smaller tumor but lung and heart trouble) 
Abby Smith (Jeanna’s cousin’s wife, PRRT treatment began 6/19 in Houston) 
David Smith (at Genesis Clairmont, infection, on dialysis, and receiving therapy) 
David Smith (the Watts Family’s friend, diagnosed with ALS) 
Traci Tippit (Arcele’s niece, physically better after car accident but emotional issues) 
Lanell Toon (Don Nicol’s friend, widespread stage 4 cancer and diabetic husband) 
Mark Tucker (Sarah’s brother-in-law, seeing oncologist 5/18 for bladder cancer chemo) 
Jerry Wallace (Arcele’s nephew, brain cancer back, seizures, hospice care) 
Abby Weeks (Brady’s brother’s granddaughter, hemiplegic migraines, Rx change 4/17) 
Pat Welch (Don Nicol’s friend, Parkinson’s continues to make her situation worse) 
Beth West (our member, suffering from pinched nerve in her lumbar spine) 
Harold Wilburn (Arcele’s brother-in-law, hospitalized again at U.T. Tyler) 
Robert Wiles (Betty Miller’s nephew, untreatable cancer, remains on a feeding tube) 
Van Willey (Remo and Kathy’s friend, diagnosed with stomach cancer 2/14) 

THOSE IN THE MEDICAL PROFESSION  
EXPECTANT MOTHERS: 

Mary Clubb (former member Aaron Clubb’s wife, second pregnancy) 
Caroline Koen (our member, pregnant with third child) 

FAMILIES IN CRISIS OR NEED AND ALL FAMILIES: 
Herricks Family (God’s guidance for our member Olene and her son Joe) 
Cher Key (protection after ex-husband’s release from jail) 
Landry Family (ongoing home/work transitions from Colorado to Longview to Overton) 
Roberts Family (Olene Herricks’ friend, for God’s guidance and strength) 
Thomas Family (Leroy’s sons and grandchildren) 

 

SEPTEMBER EVENTS 

ADULT INSTRUCTION CLASS will meet at after the Divine Service on Sundays, September 
3rd, 10th, and 24th (not on September 17th, due to Pastor’s vacation). 

ELDERS would normally meet on Tuesday, September 5th at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference 
Room/Library (reading assignment TBA). 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY is presently planned to be held Wednesday September 6th, 20th, 
and 27th at 7:00 p.m. (not on September 13th, due to Pastor’s vacation). 

LWML QUILTING is currently scheduled to begin meeting again after summer break on 
September 11th at 5:30 p.m. We will organize our supplies in the new room for quilting. 

LWML MEETING/SUPPER/BIBLE STUDY is presently scheduled for September 11th, at 
6:30 p.m. (due to Labor Day’s being the first Monday of the month). 

LWML TEXAS DISTRICT RETREAT will be in Palestine on Friday, September 29th, 
beginning at 3:00 p.m., going into the evening, and continuing on Saturday, September 30th. 
Individuals can choose to attend only the Saturday sessions from 7:00 a.m. to -3:00 p.m. 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES for the October Pilgrimage will be due Sunday, September 24th. 
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KIDS’ PAGE 
How do you color Jesus’s feeding 5,000+ with 5 loaves and 2 fish from Matthew 14:13-21? 

From Thru-the-Bible Coloring Pages for Ages 4-8. © 1986,1988 Standard Publishing. 
Used by permission. Reproducible Coloring Books may be purchased from 

Standard Publishing, www.standardpub.com, 1-800-323-7543. 



    

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Communion Assistant – Carl Gardner 
 

Acolyte – Luke Land 
 

Cleaning Volunteers – Your Name Here? 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
9TH

 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (G) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service 
Emmett Koen V (B) 
Arcele Wilburn (B) 

7 
 

8 
4:00 PM Youth 
Catechesis 
6:00 PM Elders 
 
Emmett Koen  IV 
(B) 

9 
 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study  
 
George B. Heil (B) 

10 
 
 

11 
 
 

12 
11:00 AM Youth 
Catechesis (?) 

13 
10TH

 SUNDAY IN PENTECOST (G) 
9:15 Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service 
Bd. of Ed. and SS Teachers meet 
Adult  Instruction 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
Caroline Koen (B) 

15 
 
 
4:00 PM Youth 
Catechesis 

16 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study  
 
Larry Reif (B) 
Vickie Walker (B) 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
11:00 AM  Youth 
Catechesis  
3-4:30 PM LeTU 
Church Fair 
Pilgrimage articles 
due tomorrow 

20 
11TH

 SUNDAY IN PENTECOST (G 
9:15 Refreshments) 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service  
Adult  Instruction 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
M/M Matthew Smith 
(A) 

22 
 
 
5:00 Youth 
Catechesis 
 
Holly Treadway (B) 

23 
 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study  
 
Gayle Gardner (B) 

24 

 
 
 
 
Aurianna Chaisson 
(B) 

25 
 

26 
11:00  AM Youth 
Catechesis 
 
 
 
Beth West (B) 

27 
12th Sunday in Pentecost (G) 
9:15 AM Refreshments 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service 
      (Rally Day events before and after) 
Rebekah Morton (B) 

28 
 
 
 
 
M/M Edgar 
Wuthrich (A) 

29 
 
 
5:00 PM Youth 
Catechesis 

30 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study 
 
Angela Sampson 
(B) 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron Morton (B) 

 

    
 

AUGUST 2017 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

www.pilgrimlc.org 
903-984-4333 

Pastor’s Regular Study Hours 
Tuesday 5:00–8:00 PM 

Wednesday–Friday 9:00 AM–Noon 
Saturday Noon–3:00 PM 

Pastor at Continuing Education in Montana (an elder will respond to calls to the church phone) 

Lake Trip (?) 
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713 Florey Street 
Kilgore, Texas 75662-3503 
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