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June 2017 
THE PILGRIMAGE 

Mission Statement: Pilgrim Lutheran Church is to 
glorify God in proclaiming the saving Gospel of 
Jesus Christ with Word and deed in our midst, in 

our community, and throughout the world. 

 Let change occur without disrupting our unity 
Dear Members and Friends of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 
 Some of you have heard me tell the satirical story from the Babylon Bee website about a 
fictional congregation that split over the best way to brew coffee on Sunday mornings: an old 
automatic drip-brewer’s making a whole pot or a new Keurig machine’s making individual cups 
(http://babylonbee.com/news/church-splits-bitter-keurig-vs-traditional-brewer-debate/). No doubt 
with intentional Biblical allusions (such as to 1 Corinthians 10:17), different imagined characters 
in the made-up story argue for the one pot’s reflecting the unity we all have in Christ and for the 
individual cups’ indicating each person’s unique diversity. One can almost hear the following 
cry: Surely there is truth to both; can we not just drink our coffee together? 
 A number of Readings we have heard this Easter season (and their broader context in 
Holy Scripture) refer to the dwelling of the Blessed Persons of the Holy Trinity in one another 
and in us, as well as to the unity the three Persons share that we should also share. The Readings 
and their collective message of unity are no laughing matter, especially as concern grows over 
potential disunity in our midst over things other than how to best brew coffee. 
 God has blessed our Pilgrim congregation both with faithful members who have been a 
part of the congregation for longer periods of time and with faithful members who have been a 
part of the congregation for shorter periods of time. We thank and praise God for drawing here 
all those who have ever been here in the past, those who are here now, and those who may be 
here in the future. No human being deserves or should get any credit, including pastors, who 
when they have done their duty remain unworthy servants (Luke 17:10).  
 To be sure, Pilgrim’s past, present, and future members represent different experiences 
and traditions: some members have known church life only or primarily in this congregation and 
other members have known church life in any number of other congregations inside and outside 
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. No experience or tradition is inherently better or 
worse than another solely on the basis of how long or where it has been in use. “We always did it 
that way before” is helpful to know, but it is not in and of itself an ultimately persuasive reason 
for always doing it that way until eternity. 
 Changes and our thoughts, words, and deeds about and around them can be sinful and 
risk offending older and newer members, up to and including the full Biblical sense of “offend”, 
namely causing them to fall from the faith. (However, we do need to recognize that there is an 

Article continues on the following page. 
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Article continues from the previous page. 
important distinction between giving and taking offense.) Sadly, some of the joy over the 
imminent move into our new Parish Hall with Sunday School Classrooms is being diminished 
because of controversy over the changes the move brings. Note well that the move into the new 
space itself brings some changes of necessity (for example, assignment of new Sunday School 
classrooms), as did our temporary move out of the old Parish Hall and Office Building (for 
example, the temporary suspension of Sunday Refreshments). The move into the new space also 
affords us the opportunity to make other desirable changes—not change for the sake of change 
but changes for reasons that are seen as more compelling than the reasons for the previous 
practice, without necessarily regarding any previous practice as wrong, anymore than any change 
should be regarded as bad just because it is change. 
 In the early Church, as we heard on the Second Sunday of Easter, “the full number of 
those who believed were of one heart and soul” (Acts 4:32 ESV). What did that mean for them, 
and what does it mean for us? In their case, they decided to have all their possessions in 
common. We clearly do not make that same decision. But, where faithful teaching and practice is 
not concerned, we should make all decisions in the proper way, such as by letting those who 
should make the decisions make the decisions and by their making them in properly constituted 
meetings, and so forth. 
 We are thankful for the number of households in the congregation that are related to other 
households in the congregation, but we want to move past any limitations of relations of human 
blood to being a congregation limited only by relations of Christ’s blood shed for us for the 
forgiveness of sins. Individually washed by one Baptism (Ephesians 4:5) and individually 
forgiven by one Absolution (John 20:22-23), we together hear one Word read and preached 
(Romans 10:17) and together partake of one Body and one Blood (1 Corinthians 10:16). Through 
Word and Sacrament, the unity of the Three Persons of the Holy Trinity dwelling in one another 
and also in us becomes our unity with them and with one another. In keeping with Jesus’s High 
Priestly Prayer (John 17), a portion of which we heard on the Seventh Sunday of Easter, we pray 
that any changes that occur do not disrupt our unity but that we always live together in the 
forgiveness of sins that we receive from God and in turn extend to one another. 

His and your servant, 
Pastor Galler 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS! 
03 – Wayne Miller 

07 – Sharon Sampson 
07 – Dan West 

12 – Josey Land 
14 – Debbie Smith 
17 – Jeanette Heil 
19 – Seth Adams 

19 – Matthew Hooge 
19 – Cher Key 

21 – Dana Freeman 
23 – David Landry 

29 – Gwendolyn Freeman 
30 – Spencer Land 
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June 2017 offers five opportunities to be in God’s House 
As intended by the Third Commandment, we do not despise preaching and God’s Word but hold 
it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. The month of June 2017 offers us four Sunday Divine 
Services, including the festivals of Pentecost and the Trinity, as well as a special Vespers service, 
commemorating an important event in the life of the Church, at all of which we can gladly hear 
and learn God’s Word. 
 June 4 is Pentecost. Where the Old Testament festival of Pentecost, fifty days after 
Passover, related to a literal agricultural harvest (Leviticus 23:15-21), the New Testament 
festival of Pentecost, fifty days after The Resurrection of Our Lord, relates to a figurative 
spiritual harvest (Acts 2:1-41). As Jesus by way of the Holy Spirit continues to work through the 
Church’s words and Sacraments, God harvests thousands of souls from the fields of all times and 
places. This year’s appointed Gospel Reading for Pentecost Day, John 7:37-39, refers to the 
giving of the Holy Spirit to that end. 
 June 11 is often called Trinity Sunday. The Feast of the Holy Trinity celebrates the 
richness of the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—three Persons of one divine substance. 
Within the Trinity, the Father begets the Son, the Son is begotten, and the Holy Spirit proceeds at 
least from the Father. Outside the Trinity, God’s works generally can be ascribed to any of the 
three Persons, although only the Son was sent by the Father to take on human flesh and so die 
and rise in order to save us from our sins by grace through faith that the Holy Spirit creates. This 
year’s appointed Gospel Reading for The Holy Trinity, Matthew 28:16-20, is one of the most 
explicit texts for the unity of the divine substance and the plurality of the Divine Persons. 
 The following are the other Sundays after Pentecost in June of 2017 and their Gospel 
Readings (appointed by Lutheran Service Book’s three-year lectionary series A). 

 Second Sunday (06/18): Jesus provides shepherds for His sheep (Matthew 9:35-10:8) 
 Third Sunday (06/25): Jesus means not fearing persecution (Matthew 10:5a, 21-33) 

 Pilgrim will also offer a special joint Vespers service with 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Longview, at 7:00 p.m. on June 25 
(a covered-dish meal is scheduled for 6:00 p.m. to precede the 
service). The service commemorates secular leaders presenting the 
Augsburg Confession to the emperor of the Holy Roman Empire on 
June 25, 1530, an important event in the Lutheran Reformation in 
the lands we today know as part of Germany. To some extent more 

than October 31, 1517, June 25, 1530 can be said to be the birthday of the Lutheran Church, 
although those making the Augsburg Confession their own certainly saw themselves as 
“evangelical catholics”, a continuation of the true church dating back to the Old and New 
Testaments. (Copies of the Augsburg Confession will be available to take home after.) 
 Red, white, and green may bring secular Christmas decorations to mind, but, 
respectively, they are the colors the Church uses for Pentecost, Trinity Sunday (and the 
Presentation of the Augsburg Confession), and the Sundays after Pentecost. Red brings to mind 
the fire of the Holy Spirit and the blood of the martyrs who died bearing His message. White 
brings to mind joy and glad celebrations, light and purity, and the innocence that is ours by Holy 
Baptism through which we receive Christ’s righteousness. And, green brings to mind the life and 
growth evident in foliage and fruit. 
 All are welcome in person to any of our services! You may read and hear the sermons at 
Pilgrim online at www.pilgrimlc.org/sermons.  

Pastor Galler 
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JUNE EVENTS 

GUADALUPE RIVER RETREAT: The annual retreat June 2-4th is being organized by Faith 
Lutheran Church in Plano and is available for all college and young career adults. Cost is $60 per 
person. Contact Pilgrim’s Church Office if you are interested. 

BLESSING OF THE NEW PARISH HALL is tentatively set for June 4th. 

ELDERS will meet on Tuesday, June 6th, at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference Room/Library (the 
reading assignment is SA III:vi, p.279). 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY is presently planned to be held Wednesday June 7th and 21st at 
7:00 p.m. (not on June 14th, when Pastor will be on vacation, or on June 28th, when Pastor will be 
at the Higher Things Conference with Matthew Hooge and Luke Land). 

“MAKING THE CASE” CONFERENCE: Issues, Etc. is organizing this conference for June 
9-10th in Collinsville, Illinois. Please contact Pilgrim’s Church Office if you are interested. 

SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING to discuss the proposed Standing Rules for Pilgrim is set for 
June 11th after the Divine Service (and a meal, if we can use the new Parish Hall by then). Copies 
to review before the meeting were emailed and are available in the Narthex 

ALL-STATE LUTHERAN MUSIC CAMP early-registration deadline is June 16th for the 
Texas All-State Lutheran Music Camp at Texas Lutheran University in Seguin, July 6-8, at the 
cost of $100. For more information, contact the Church Office. 

LWML NATIONAL CONVENTION: Our member Sharon Sampson, in her capacity as 
LWML East Texas Zone President/Delegate, will attend the June 22-25 event in Albuquerque, 
NM. 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES for July are due Sunday, June 25th. Please submit your 
contributions for your newsletter by that time. 

PRESENTATION OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION: On Sunday, June 25th we will host 
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church for a covered-dish meal at 6:00 p.m. (if we can use the new 
Parish Hall by then), followed by a joint Vespers service at 7:00 p.m. 

HERE I STAND: HIGHER THINGS 2017 CONFERENCE: Pastor Galler will accompany 
Matthew Hooge and Luke Land to the June 27-30th event at Trinity University in San Antonio. 

ONCE-A-MONTH-SOCIAL GATHERING: Give your ideas to Barbara Wuthrich. 

 

BLESSED ANNIVERSARY 
07 – Paul and Gail Guinn 

13 – Steven and Angela Sampson 
15 – David and Debbie Smith 
26 – Paul and Jennifer Hooge 
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  1 Isaiah 12:1-6 
Acts 15-16 

  2 Psalm 150 
Acts 17-18 

  3 Psalm 1 
Acts 19-20 

  4 Psalm 2 
Acts 21-22 

  5 Psalm 3 
Acts 23-24 

  6 Psalm 4 
Acts 25-26 

  7 Psalm 5 
Acts 27-28 

  8 Psalm 6 
Joshua 1-5 

  9 Psalm 7 
Joshua 6-8 

10 Psalm 8 
Joshua 9-11 

11 Psalm 9 
Joshua 12-16 

12 Psalm 10 
Joshua 17-21 

13 Psalm 11 
Joshua 22-24 

14 Psalm 12 
Judges 1-3 

15 Psalm 13 
Judges 4-6 

16 Psalm 14 
Judges 7-9 

17 Psalm 15 
Judges 10-12 

18 Psalm 16 
Judges 13-15 

19 Psalm 17 
Judges 16-18 

20 Psalm 18 
Judges 19-21 

21 Psalm 19  
Ruth 

22 Psalm 20 
1 Samuel 1-3 

23 Psalm 21 
1 Samuel 4-6 

24 Psalm 22 
1 Samuel 7-9 

25 Psalm 23 
1 Sam. 10-12 

26 Psalm 24 
1 Sam. 13-15 

27 Psalm 25 
1 Sam. 16-18 

28 Psalm 26 
1 Sam. 19-21 

29 Psalm 27 
1 Sam. 22-24 

30 Isaiah 12:1-6 
1 Sam. 25-27 

Daily Bible reading raises Epistle Q&A 
As we continue to encourage everyone to be in God’s Word on a daily basis 
(whether or not they use the Daily Lectionary from Lutheran Worship 
reproduced at left and available in larger-print in the Narthex), a number of 
people connected with our Pilgrim congregation are in fact reading the Bible 
daily, and the following question was submitted for an answer in this 
month’s Pilgrimage. 

Q: In reading ten of the New Testament’s 21 Epistles in May, I noticed 
many begin with an often lengthy introduction, such as “James, a 
servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ …” etc. Except I noticed 1 
John and Hebrews seem to jump right in to pretty deep topics. Any 
particular reason why those are exceptions? I don’t think Paul was 
more familiar writing to the Hebrews than he was to Philemon. 
A: You are right that most of the New Testament Epistles use at least some 
elements of the letter form that was common in their day, just as we have 
learned and use letter conventions and styles common to our day. Where 
today emails, for example, somewhat automatically stamp a sender, 
recipient(s), date, and subject on the email, back then those kinds of things 
had to be more obviously included in the letter, and often right from the 
start, so those who were hearing it read aloud in a largely illiterate culture 
would know from whom the letter was coming and to whom it was going. 
Typical epistle elements are an opening (consisting of the author, 
addressees, and a greeting), thanksgiving, a body, exhortation, and closing. 
James, Hebrews, and 1 John all lack at least some of the typical elements, 
and that may be because they started off more as sermons that were turned 
into letters, although, to be sure, different commentators have different 
theories about their origins. Hebrews and 1 John are the only New 
Testament Epistles that lack an identification of the authors through whom 
the Holy Spirit inspired their words, and so there is no surprise that there are 
also different theories about just who their human authors were. (Of course, 
even an identification of the author does not mean everyone agrees on who 
the author is, as in the case of James, where commentators differ as to 
precisely which James they think was the human author.) In the case of 
Hebrews, while the apostle Paul is one possibility, others candidates are 
probably more likely, given evidence within the book of Hebrews itself. In 
the case of 1 John, while some attribute the letter to other men named John, 
the disciple turned apostle and evangelist John, the son of Zebedee and 
Salome and brother of James, is traditionally held to be the author. While 
knowledge of a book’s authorship played a role in its admission to the canon 
of Holy Scripture, today questions of authorship need not distract us much. 

 Again, all are encouraged to read the Bible daily and ask their own questions via 
whatever medium they wish! Answers can be given via that same medium and made available to 
all in this space in future editions of The Pilgimage. We pray God blesses us as we read His 
Word, and we know He answers that prayer! 

Pastor Galler 
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Directory additions 
The following information should be added to your copy of 
the February 22, 2017, Pilgrim Directory under Members. 

Carl, Bianca, and Seth Adams 
Home: 175 West Holt Street  
Mail: PO Box 31, New London, TX 75682 
Carl: 903-646-6099     Bianca: 903-392-1775 
cladams1980@gmail.com     missb247@gmail.com 

Under Friends of the Congregation (at least for now) you 
may add the following: 

Jeromy McMurray and Tina Stephens 
2602 Aspen Street, Kilgore, TX 75662-4102 
Jeromy: 903-767-5322 

The next edition of the Directory is likely to come out in 
August of 2017. 

 

Pilgrim’s to-date plate offerings reported 
Following a request from Pilgrim’s Board of Elders, Pilgrim’s Treasurer reports the following 
figures for 2017 through May 26, 2017 (21 of 52 weeks): 

Undesignated Plate Offerings received: $44,900.33 
Undesignated Plate Offerings projected: $55,319.65 (for deficit budget) 

Accrued expenses: $52,864.76 
Projected expenses per budget: $59,563.86 (21/52 of the total for the year) 

Tyler Watts 
Treasurer 

 

Carl, Bianca, and Seth Adams were 
received as members of Pilgrim by 
transfer on May 21, 2017. They are 

pictured here with Pastor Galler. 
Photo: Barbara Wuthrich. 
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LWML Spring Workshop  
focuses on faith, hope, and love 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League East 
Texas Zone 2017 Spring Workshop was held 
Saturday, May 6, 2017, beginning at 9:30 a.m., at 
St. Peter Lutheran Church in Gun Barrel City, 
Texas. The Theme was “Faith, Hope, & Love”, 
based on 1 Corinthians 13:13. 
 After registration, refreshment, and official 
welcomes, a group of ladies presented a skit, and 
the song “To God Be The Glory” was sung before 
Pastor Galler, the Zone Pastoral Counselor, 
presented an extended Bible Study on the whole 
chapter of 1 Corinthians 13.  
 We brainstormed what the words “faith”, 
“hope”, and “love” brought to mind, and then we 
tried to think about how each differed from the 
other. Pastor explained that in the chapter’s original 
context, St. Paul was teaching people about how 
different spiritual gifts (for example, prophecy and 
tongues) fit in public worship, with faith, hope, and 
love ideally motivating how such gifts are used. 
 The best example of the kind of love 
discussed in the chapter is God’s love for us in His 
Son Jesus Christ. Christ’s love for His Bride, the 
Church, is to be reflected in a husband’s love for 
his wife, however, and so the chapter is not 
completely misused when read at weddings. 
 Ultimately Pastor said that St. Paul taught 
that faith and hope were fulfilled in the full 
experience of heaven, and so only love remained 
for eternity, seemingly what made it “the greatest”. 
 After the Bible Study, we were served a 
delightful lunch and worked on crafts for the 
upcoming District Retreat that will take place in 
Palestine in September. Then, there was a Divine 
Service to close out the Workshop. 
 Pilgrim’s LWML Society was well 
represented and always welcomes more ladies of 
the congregation. Though suspended for the 
summer, we usually meet on the first Monday of 
the month for Quilting, a light supper, business 
meeting, and Bible Study. Every woman is invited 
and welcome to come for any or all of those 
activities when they resume in the fall. 

Pilgrim members Elaine Navaille (left) and 
Jeanna Watts (right) pause for a picture as they 
and another LWML East Texas Zone member 
decorate and label the paper bags that will hold 
“goodies” to be given out at the LWML Texas 
District Retreat in Palestine September 29th and 

30th. Photo: Barbara Wuthrich. 

Near the beginning of the LWML East Texas 
Zone 2017 Spring Workshop in Gun Barrel 

City, Pilgrim member and LWML East Texas 
Zone President Sharon Sampson (far right) 

performs a skit with other ladies from the Zone. 
Photo: Barbara Wuthrich 
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New Parish Hall nears occupancy 
Each Saturday move/work day brings Pilgrim’s new Parish Hall with Sunday School Classrooms 
closer to being ready for occupancy. City of Kilgore officials have already indicated that all we 
need is to complete the parking adjacent to the new structure before they will issue the 
congregation a Certificate of Occupancy, but we have plenty of work still to do to clean furniture 
that has been in storage, unpack boxes, and move everything where it needs to be all across the 
facilities. The pictures below are indicative of the work that was done in May. All Photos: 
Barbara Wuthrich. 

(Above) Delivered the end of May were a new warming oven, 
refrigerator, two carts, and a supply of dish tubs. 

(Right) Sarah and Spencer Land moved many boxes from the 
Ushers’ Closet to the new building, but they had finished their 

last load before the picture was taken. 

(Near right) In 
preparation for a first 
coat of paint, George 

B. Heil masks the 
window on the new- 

Parish-Hall side of the 
fire door separating the 

two buildings. 
(Far right) Remo 

Gualtieri kills some 
mold that grew in a 

desk that was stored in 
his shop. We 

appreciate everyone 
who stored stuff at 
their homes for the 
nearly two years we 
were out of a parish 

hall. 
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Please pray as our congregation has been requested to pray 
The following are the petitions requested of our congregation that we usually include in the 
Prayer of the Church in the Divine Service, as well as encourage our members to make in their 
own personal prayers. If you are not presently receiving prayer updates by email or phone call 
and desire to do so, please let Pastor Galler know (likewise let Pastor Galler know if you are 
receiving them and wish not to receive them). If you initially made one of the requests below, 
please regularly keep Pastor Galler updated as to the status of the request so that he can update 
the congregation. Thank you! 

CHRISTIANS BEING PERSECUTED WORLDWIDE 
LCMS, DISTRICT, AND CIRCUIT, PASTORS AND PEOPLE 

Transition of Rev. John Cain to Redeemer, Nacogdoches 
Vacancy at Our Savior, Centerville 
Our former member Rev. Michael Monterastelli, seeking a call and interim employment 

OUR PILGRIM LUTHERAN CHURCH: 
Faithful stewardship of God’s gifts 
Certificate of Occupancy for the New Parish Hall with Sunday School Classrooms 

THOSE UNCONVERTED AND WHO HAVE STRAYED FROM THE FAITH: 
Elizabeth & Ava Nicol (Don and Beth’s niece and grand-niece) 

THOSE DEALING WITH TEMPTATIONS AND SINS RELATED TO SEXUALITY 
FOR AN END TO THE EVILS OF ABORTION 
PEACE AND UNITY IN THE WORLD AND COUNTRY 
THANKSGIVING FOR ALL WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY 
MEN IN THE SERVICE: 

Victor Guinn (Paul Guinn’s son, at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton) 
George C. Heil (at base in Virginia) 
Brian Holcombe (Carolyn Holcombe’s son stationed in Washington, D.C.) 

THOSE IN POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS: 
Sam Morton (Longview Fire Department) 

THOSE WHO TRAVEL: 
Brady Gage 
The Land Family (traveling to Mississippi for a wedding) 
David, Dylan, and Devin Landry (traveling to Colorado to tie up loose ends 5/21-5/29) 
David Navaille 
Larry Reif (traveling for the Memorial Day weekend) 
Edgar Wuthrich  

SHUT-IN/HOMEBOUND: 
Gwen Heil (our member, in the Carriage Inn Assisted Living in Katy) 
Rev. Harold Wageman (former PLC pastor, under hospice care at Henderson Rehab) 

THOSE WHO NEED HEALING: 
Steve Atchinson (Betty Miller’s grandson, learning how to use his prosthetic hand) 
Lew Barney (the Nicols’ friend, continuing to grieve the loss of her husband years ago) 
Maria Church (Elaine Navaille’s coworker, continuing chemo for recurrent melanoma) 
Mary Criswell (our member, at home but still has pneumonia and perhaps heart issues) 
Kay Crouch (Danny Sampson’s shirt-tail relative, under hospice care) 
Kathy Jennings (Remo and Kathy’s friend, making progress against her cancer) 

Prayer List continues on the following page. 
 



10 

Prayer List continues from the previous page. 
Martha Johnson (Sallye Key’s sister, out of the hospital, but cancer remains) 
David Landry (new member, suffering from worsening Ankylosing Spondylitis) 
Carl London (Connie Wilburn’s coworker, waiting for deliverance from terminal cancer) 
Herb Michel (relative of Pastor’s friends, at home but needs continued healing) 
Elaine Navaille (being treated for an upper-respiratory problem) 
Don Nicol (on oxygen at home, smaller tumor but lung and heart trouble) 
Abby Smith (Jeanna’s cousin’s wife, PRRT treatment begins 6/19 in Houston) 
David Smith (now in long-term acute-care at Good Shepherd, Longview) 
Traci Tippit (Arcele’s niece, still recovering from a car accident last December) 
Lanell Toon (Beth Nicol’s friend, widespread stage 4 cancer and diabetic husband) 
Mark Tucker (Sarah’s brother-in-law, seeing oncologist 5/18 for bladder cancer chemo) 
Abby Weeks (Brady’s brother’s granddaughter, hemiplegic migraines, Rx change 4/17) 
Pat Welch (Beth Nicol’s friend, Parkinson’s continues to make her situation worse) 
Beth West (our member, but recovering from broken ankle and COPD) 
Harold Wilburn (Arcele’s brother-in-law, gout in both feet) 
Robert Wiles (Betty Miller’s nephew, untreatable cancer, remains on a feeding tube) 
Van Willey (Remo and Kathy’s friend, diagnosed with stomach cancer 2/14) 

THOSE IN THE MEDICAL PROFESSION  
EXPECTANT MOTHERS: 

Mary Clubb (former member Aaron Clubb’s wife, second pregnancy) 
FAMILIES IN CRISIS OR NEED AND ALL FAMILIES: 

Erickson Family (recent grad Tiffani waiting for interview and certification results) 
Herricks Family (God’s guidance for our member Olene and her son Joe) 
Landry Family (ongoing transitions from Colorado to Longview to Overton) 
Roberts Family (Olene Herricks’ friend, for God’s guidance and strength) 
Thomas Family (Leroy’s sons and grandchildren) 

 

In Memoriam 
Recently laid to rest were the earthly remains of two members of Pilgrim Lutheran Church who, 
as we say, transferred to the Church Triumphant: 

 Robert “Bob” Abraham, who was born into this world on August 27, 1924, and who 
became a member of Pilgrim on August 17, 1975, entered into eternal life on April 13, 
2017. 

 Mary “Beth” Nicol, who was born into this world on October 9, 1942, and who became a 
member of Pilgrim on September 2, 2012, entered into eternal life on May 18, 2017. 

Jerusalem, my happy home, / When shall I come to thee? 
When shall my sorrows have an end? / Thy joys when shall I see? 

O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare / For that bright home of love 
That I may see Thee and adore / With all Thy saints above. 

F. B. P 
Lutheran Service Book 673:1,6 
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JULY EVENTS 

REPORTS FOR JULY VOTERS’ MEETING PACKET are due Sunday, July 2nd, so that the 
packets can be printed and made available on the 9th and 16th before the July 23rd Quarterly 
Voters’ Meeting. 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY is presently planned to be held Wednesday July 5th, 12th (but not if 
there is VBS that night), 19th, and 26th at 7:00 p.m. 

ALL-STATE LUTHERAN MUSIC CAMP at Texas Lutheran University in Seguin is July 6-
8. For more information, contact the Church Office. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is tentatively planned for the evenings of July 10th-14th, with a 
Reformation themed program from Higher Things, titled “Here I Stand”. We expect the VBS to 
be shared here at Pilgrim with Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Longview. Exact times and 
details will be determined soon, and shared in bulletins and the July Pilgrimage. 

ELDERS will meet on Tuesday, July 11th (but not if there is VBS that night), at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Conference Room/Library (reading assignment TBA). 

ANNUAL PILGRIM PICNIC is tentatively planned for Sunday, July 16th after the Divine 
Service. The picnic traditionally honors our high school graduates, who this year are Jasmine 
Landry and Grace Morton. Watch the bulletins and July Pilgrimage for more details. 

16TH QUARTERLY KILGORE COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE: Saturday, July 22nd from 
8:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. in our new Parish Hall/Sunday School building (we hope!). Please plan 
to help spread the information by distributing flyers, to donate, to recruit someone to donate, and 
to help work at the drive. 

QUARTERLY VOTERS’ MEETING is scheduled for Sunday, July 23rd, after the Divine 
Service (and a meal, if we can use the new Parish Hall by then). 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES for July are due Sunday, July 23rd. Please submit your 
contributions for your newsletter by that time. 

ONCE-A-MONTH-SOCIAL GATHERING: Give your ideas to Barbara Wuthrich. 
Shakespeare anyone? The East Texas Festival runs June 29th through July 30th! 

 

God bless our native land; 
Firm may she ever stand 
Through storm and night. 

When the wild tempests rave, 
Ruler of wind and wave, 

Do Thou our country save  
By Thy great might. 

Charles T. Brooks 
Lutheran Service Book 965:1 
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KIDS’ PAGE 
Acts 2:1-4: “When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And 

suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, … And divided tongues 
as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the 

Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (ESV) 

Reproduced from www.sermons4kids.com 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Communion Assistant –Remo Gualtieri 
 

Acolyte –Matthew Hooge 
 

Cleaning Volunteers – Your name here? 

1 
Pastor at Plano 
Study Group 

2 
 

3 
10:00 AM Willows 
 
 
 
Wayne Miller (B) 

4 
DAY OF PENTECOST (R) 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service 
(tentative Blessing of the Parish Hall) 

5 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
5:00 PM Catechesis 
6:00 PM Elders 

7 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study 
M/M Paul Guinn (A) 
Sharon Sampson(B) 
Dan West (B) 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 
11 AM Catechesis 

11 
HOLY TRINITY (W) 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service 
Special Voters’ Meeting to Review 
Standing Rules (after meal?) 

12 
1:00-6:00 PM 
Cleaning Ladies 
Josey Land (B) 

13 
 
M/M Steven 
Sampson (A) 

14 
 
 
Debbie Smith (B) 

15 

 
 
M/M David Smith 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 
Jeanette Heil (B) 

18 
2nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (G) 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service 

19 
 
Seth Adams (B) 
Matthew Hooge (B) 
Cher Key (B) 

20 
 
5:00 PM Catechesis 

21 
 
7:00 PM Midweek 
Bible Study 
 
Dana Freeman (B) 

22 

 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
David Landry (B) 

24 
 
11 AM Catechesis 
 
Pilgrimage articles 
due tomorrow 

25 
3RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (G) 
9:30-10:30 AM SS & Bible Class 
10:45 AM Divine Service 
6:00 PM Dinner 
7:00 PM Presentation of Augsburg 
Confession Divine Service 

26 
 
 
 
M/M Paul Hooge 
(A) 

27 
 

 

28 
 

 

29 
 
Gwendolyn 
Freeman (B) 

30 
 
 
Spencer Land (B)  

 

JUNE 2017 
Pilgrim Lutheran Church 

www.pilgrimlc.org 
903-984-4333 

Pastor’s Regular Study Hours 
Tuesday 5:00–8:00 PM 

Wednesday–Friday 9:00 AM–Noon 
Saturday Noon–3:00 PM 

Pastor on Vacation (an elder will answer the Church phone and contact the on-call pastor as needed) 

Pastor gone with youth to Higher Things in San Antonio  

Pastor on Vacation 



Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
713 Florey Street 
Kilgore, Texas 75662-3503 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Pilgrimage is a monthly newsletter for the members and friends of 

Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
713 Florey Street 

Kilgore, Texas 75662-3503 
www.pilgrimlc.org 

Rev. Dr. Jayson S. Galler, Pastor   pastor@pilgrimlc.org 903-984-4333 
Pastor Galler and Barbara Wuthrich are the editors of The Pilgrimage. Barbara Wuthrich also assists with 
producing and distributing editions. Everyone is welcome to contribute articles at any time. All copyright holders of 
excerpted or reproduced materials are hereby acknowledged, and such materials are used in good faith under fair use 
provisions. 
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