Evening Prayer

Midweek Advent 1

2025 Dec. 03

Service of Light
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness
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and il - lu - mine Your Church.
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bless - ed Je - sus Christ. We have come to the
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set - ting of the sun, and we look to the eve-ning light.
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be-ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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ev - er (0] Son of God, (6] Giv-er of life:
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- ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the u - ni- verse,
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who led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
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fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ;

may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path;
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for You are mer - ci-ful, and You love Your whole cre -a - tion
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and we, Your creatures, glo-ri-fy You, Father, Son,and Ho-ly Spir-it.

A - men.
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Psalmody

Psalm 141 LSB 245
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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( O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri- fice.
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(I  Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Let us pray.
Silence for individual prayer may follow.

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend
on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly
host and may glorify You forever.

A - men.
Additional Psalms Psalm 103:15-22; antiphon: v.20
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20Bless the Lord, O you his angels,*
you mighty ones who do his word, obeying his voice of the his word!

1SAs for man, his days | are like grass;*
he flourishes like a flower | of the field;
16for the wind passes over it, and | it is gone,*
and its place knows | it no more.
17But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who | fear him, *
and his righteousness to children’s | children,
13to those who keep his | covenant*
and remember to do his com- | mandments.
The LORD has established his throne in the | heavens,*
and his kingdom rules | over all.
20Bless the LORD, O you his | angels,*
you mighty ones who do his word,
obeying the voice | of his word!
2IBless the LORD, | all his hosts,*
his ministers, who | do his will!
22Bless the LORD, all his works, in all places of his do- | minion.*
Bless the LORD, | O my soul!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

20Bless the LORD, O you his | angels,*
you mighty ones who do his word, obeying the voice | of his word!

Let us pray.
Silence for individual prayer may follow.

A Psalm Collect is prayed here, and, after its final inflection, the congregation responds as _follows
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Office Hymn “Sing Praise to the God of Israel” LSB 936
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1 Sing praise to the God of Is - ra - ell Sing praise for His
2 God spoke by the proph-ets long a - go, His prom-ise on
3 You, child, will go on be - fore the Lord As proph-et, His
4 O bright, ris - ing Sun, now shine on us In need of il -
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vis - 1 -ta - tionl Re - deem-ing His peo - ple from their sin,
oath re-call - ing— To A - bra-ham made in for - mer years:
way pre-par - ing; To speak on be - half of God Most High,
lu - mi-na - tion; Come scat - ter the shades of sin and death
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Ac - com - plish-ing their sal - va - tion, Up - rais - ing a
Of van - quish-ing foes ap - pall - ing, That those He de-
His coun - sel of truth de - clar - ing: Rich mer - cy and
And shat - ter their dom - i - na - tion. Be guid - ing our
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might-y horn with - in  The house of His ser - vant Da - vid!
liv - ered from their fears Might glad -ly and tru - ly serve Him.
grace for all where-by In - iq - ui-ty is for - giv - en.

foot - steps on the path Of peace, in Your pres-ence dawn - ing!

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955, © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House.
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005153.
Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774-1842, Public domain.

Readings

First Reading 1 Samuel 3:1-21
A reading from 1 Samuel, the third chapter.

"Now the young man Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. And the word of the LORD was
rare in those days; there was no frequent vision.

2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his
own place. 3The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD,
where the ark of God was.

4Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” Sand ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you
called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down.

®And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you
called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” "Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD,
and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.

8And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am,
for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the young man. °Therefore Eli said to
Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.”” So
Samuel went and lay down in his place.

19And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said,
“Speak, for your servant hears.” ''Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel
at which the two ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. '?On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I
have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. '*And I declare to him that I am about to punish
his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not
restrain them. “Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned for
by sacrifice or offering forever.”



15Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. And Samuel was afraid
to tell the vision to Eli. '*But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I am.”
17And Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also
if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” '¥So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from
him. And he said, “It is the LORD. Let him do what seems good to him.”

Y And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 2°And all Israel
from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established as a prophet of the LORD. >' And the LORD appeared
again at Shiloh, for the LORD revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the LORD.

O Lord, have mercy on us. LSB 247
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Luke 1:5-25
A reading from Luke, the first chapter.

3In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And
he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. °And they were both righteous
before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. "But they had no child,
because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years.

$Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, ®according to the
custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. '°And the
whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. !' And there appeared to him an
angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. '?’And Zechariah was troubled when he
saw him, and fear fell upon him. *But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer
has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. '“And you
will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, '3for he will be great before the Lord. And he
must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s
womb. '°And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, "and he will go before him
in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”

18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is
advanced in years.” '?And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I
was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 2°And behold, you will be silent and unable to
speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be
fulfilled in their time.” 2! And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay
in the temple. 2And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a
vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. >*And when his time of service
was ended, he went to his home.

24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden, saying,
2“Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among
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people.”.

O Lord, have mercy on us. LSB 247
Thanks be to God.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word may follow each reading. After the final reading:

Sermon:

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

“Angels of Advent: Gabriel appears to Zechariah” Luke 1:5-25



Canticle

Stand
Magnificat
Refrain
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the  Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrength withHis . . . . ... .. .. .. arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . .. ... ... .. things,
5 Glo - ry be to the Fatherand tothe . . . . . .. ... .. Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . . ... .......... His hand-maiden.

2 and holy . . ... ................ is His name;

3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of  their hearts.

4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . .. ... ... ... ... .. Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis . ................. day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . . ... ....... ... fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .............. call me blessed.
2 from generationto . . ... ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5 is now, and will be forever. . . . ... ... .. A - men. Refrain
Sit
Offering

Offerings placed in the Box in the Narthex before the Service are brought forward here.
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Prayer

Kneel/Stand

Litany

LSB 249

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and
for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us,
that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who
sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
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commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

Additional Collects

The Collect for the past Sunday and an additional Collect for Advent are prayed here.

The Congregation responds to each Collect with the Amen given below for the Collect for Peace.

Collect for Peace

LSB 251

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants,
that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also
that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Lord’s Prayer
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Text: Traditional; Public domain.
Tune: Plainsong, mode VII; Public domain.

Stand

Benedicamus LSB 252
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Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 252
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(P) The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.
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A - men.

Acknowledgments

Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Some Psalm tones are from Lutheran Worship © 1982 Concordia Publishing House, reproduced by permission
under license 16: 06-03B.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Created in part by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House, liturgy license #110005153.



