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ALLELUIA! CHRIST IS RISEN! He is risen indeed, alleluia! That ancient
exchange of greetings on Easter moming says it all and so is often used
throughout the Easter season. You are especially welcome to our chief Divine
Service this day during the Easter season! We are glad that you are here and invite
you to be present with us each and every Sunday. You are also welcome to any
of our congregation’s other activities, to seek out spiritual direction from our pastor,
and to make Pilgrim your church home!

AS YOU ARRIVE, please move down the pew towards the wall, in order to leave
room for others. If you arrive late, please wait for an appropriate time to enter the
sanctuary, such as during a hymn. Please also remember to turn off your cell
phones and/or any other electronic devices. Thank you!

ORDER OF SERVICE: To your right you will find today's order of service. The
right side of that outline indicates from where the item listed comes: either in this
bulletin or the hymnal, Lutheran Service Book, with the Psalms towards the front,
its liturgical pages towards the middle, and its hymns towards the back. The A
symbol before a hymn stanza indicates that it especially gives glory to the Triune
God; we stand before singing the stanza and, in most cases, conclude the stanza
by singing "Amen.", if an "Amen” is not already included.

HOLY COMMUNION: At Pilgrim we value your presence among us and love and
care about our guests and visitors! However, due to the sad divisions that exist in
the world and even in Christianity, we cannot commune everyone at the Lord's
Table here. We respectfully ask that guests and visitors who desire to commune
first speak with the pastor well before the service. All those present but not
communing still may approach the rail for a blessing: come forward and kneel with
those who are communing, but fold your arms over your heart and place your
hands on the opposite shoulders. For more information about the ancient practice
of Closed Communion, see http://www.pilgrimlc.org/closed-communion.

INDIVIDUAL CUPS: The top of the tray contains several individual cups of highly-
diluted wine. If you receive the blood of Christ in an individual cup, please be sure
to wait to consume it until Pastor comes by with the chalice, so that he knows you
are receiving it in that fashion. If the supply of individual cups is depleted, please
accept the blood of Christ from the chalice.




CATECHESIS

(On the following page|[s],
locate the specified portion of Luther’s Small Catechism,
and, when prompted by the question, recite the given answer.)

The week’s announcements follow the service at the back of the binder.



from every evil of body and soul, posses-
sions and reputation, and finally, when
our last hour comes, give us a blessed

- end, and graciously take us from this val-
ley of sorrow to Himself in heaven.

The Conclusion

For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever.* Amen.
For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are Yours now and forever.* Amen.

What does this mean?

This means that I should be certain that
these petitions are pleasing to our Father in
heaven, and are heard by Him; for He
Himself has commanded us to pray in this
way and has promised to hear us. Amen,
amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.”

* These words were not originally in Luther’s Small
Catechism.

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH
IT IN A SIMPLE WAY TO HIS HOUSEHOLD

FIRST
What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is
the water included in God’s command
and combined with God’s word.

Which is that word of God?

“Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of

Matthew: “Therefore go and make disci-

ples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19

| SECOND
* What benefits does Baptism give?

It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from
- death and the devil, and gives eternal sal-
~ vation to all who believe this, as the
- ‘words and promises of God declare.

| Which are these words and promises of God?
’Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of
. Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized
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will be saved, but whoever does not
believe will be condemned.” Mark 16:16

THIRD
How can water do such great things?
Certainly not just water, but the word of
God in and with the water does these things,
along with the faith which trusts this word of
God in the water. For without God’s word
the water is plain water and no Baptism. But
with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is,
a life-giving water, rich in grace, and'a
washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit,
as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He
saved us through the washing of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He
poured out on us generously through Jesus
Christ our Savior, so that, having been justi-
fied by His grace, we might become heirs
having the hope of eternal life. This is a
trustworthy saying.” Titus 3:5-8

FourRTH
What does such baptizing with water
indicate?
It indicates that the Old Adam in us
should by daily contrition and repentance
be drowned and die with all sins and evil
desires, and that a new man should daily
emerge and arise to live before God in
righteousness and purity forever.

Where is this written?

St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six:
“We were therefore buried with Him
through baptism into death in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too
may live a new life.”” Romans 6:4



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.
[P) In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the
children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May



the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Stand

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Entrance Hymn
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wing-ed word, Slow - ly in type, from age to age The na - tions
hate and scorn— These all are past, and now a - bove He reigns, our
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King once crowned with thorn. Lift wup your heads, O might-y gates!
earth, your an - them swell! All hail, O Lamb for sin-ners slain!
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Kyrie
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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Hymn of Praise: “This Is the Feast” 155
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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...now and forever.
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First Reading Acts 2:14a, 36-41

4peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and
addressed them, . . .
36 et all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God
has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you
crucified.”

3’Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said
to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we
do?” ¥ And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. *For the
promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far
off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” “°’And
with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.”
S0 those who received his word were baptized, and there were
added that day about three thousand souls.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 116:1-14; antiphon. v.5
(Sing the Psalm responsively using the tone provided.
The congregation sings the indented and bold portions of the text.
See LSB xxvi for how the text and the tone correspond.)

hY A,
A |
’

AYINA)
I

B '
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our God is | merciful.
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'T love the LORD, because | he has heard*

my voice and my pleas for | mercy.
?Because he inclined his | ear to me,*

therefore I will call on him as long | as I live.



*The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid | hold
on me;*
[ suffered distress and | anguish.
“Then I called on the name | of the LORD:*
“O LORD, I pray, deliv- | er my soul!”
°Gracious is the LORD, and | righteous;*
our God is | merciful.
“The LORD preserves the | simple; *
when I was brought low, he | saved me.
"Return, O my soul, | to your rest;*
for the LORD has dealt bountifully | with you.
*For you have delivered my | soul from death, *
my eyes from tears, my feet from | stumbling;
°I will walk be- | fore the LORD*
in the land of the | living.
"I believed, even | when I spoke, *
“I am greatly af- | flicted”;
" said in | my alarm,*
“All mankind are | liars.”
'“What shall I render | to the LORD*
for all his bene- | fits to me?
T will lift up the cup of sal- | vation*
and call on the name | of the LORD,
“T will pay my vows | to the LORD*
in the presence of all his | people.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

SGracious is the LORD, and | righteous;*
our God is | merciful.



Epistle [ Peter 1:17-25

"If you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to
each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the
time of your exile, '*knowing that you were ransomed from the
futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable
things such as silver or gold, "but with the precious blood of
Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. *°He was
foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made
manifest in the last times for your sake, *'who through him are
believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

2’Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for
a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure
heart, ?*since you have been born again, not of perishable seed
but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God,;
24for

“All flesh is like grass

and all its glory like the flower of grass.
The grass withers,

and the flower falls,
25but the word of the Lord remains forever.”

And this word is the good news that was preached to you.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse: Common
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 24:13-35
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth
\ chapter.

e
Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

PThat very day two of them were going to a village named
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, *and they were
talking with each other about all these things that had happened.
While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself
drew near and went with them. '*But their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. '"And he said to them, “What is this
conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?”
And they stood still, looking sad. '"®Then one of them, named
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem
who does not know the things that have happened there in these
days?” ""And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to
him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 2’and
how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be
condemned to death, and crucified him. *'But we had hoped that
he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is
now the third day since these things happened. **Moreover, some
women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early
in the morning, ~*and when they did not find his body, they came
back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said
that he was alive. **Some of those who were with us went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did



not see.” 2 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! ?*Was it not
necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into
his glory?” 2’ And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
himself.

?8S0 they drew near to the village to which they were going.
He acted as if he were going farther, *’but they urged him
strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the
day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. **When he
was at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it
and gave it to them. 3! And their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. **They said to
each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to
us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” *>And they
rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found
the eleven and those who were with them gathered together,
Msaying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to
Simon!” ¥Then they told what had happened on the road, and
how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

f- \ l

Praise to You, O Christ.
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Hymn of the Day
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Sit
Sermon

Stand |
Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,




the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I« of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Congregational responses may be included according to one of
the following forms:
~... Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
For ... let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

Sit
Offering
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- Offertory
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Preface
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na

in the high - est.

Praver of Thanksgiving

[P)

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.



The Words of Our Lord

®P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

P} As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

(Praver of Remembrance)

[P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and
confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your
rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:



Lord’s Praver

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.



Pax Domini
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood
of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to
receive, saying:

This is the body of Christ, given for you.
Amen.



This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in
peace. |

Amen.

Distribution Hymns




598 Once in the Blest Baptismal Waters
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1 Once in the blest bap - tis - mal wa - fters | put on
2 His bod -y and His blood I've tak - en In  His blest
3 And thus I live in God con-tent - ed And die with -
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Christ and made Him mine; Now num -bered with God’s sons and
Sup - per, feast di - vine; Now I shall nev - er be for-
out a thought of fear; My soul has to God’s plans con -
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daugh - ters, I share His peace and love di - vine.
sak - en, For I am His, and He is mine.
sent - ed, For through His Son my faith is clear
Refrain ' '
< N ' | ] 5 ' I ] 1
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Public domain

O God, for Je-sus’ sake

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License NET, no. 100013870.

I pray

Your peace may bless my dy-ing day.



476 Wzm Are You Who Walk in Sorrow
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1 Who are you who walk in sor~-row Down Em - ma - us’

2 Who is this who joins our jour-ney, Walk - ing with  us

3 Who are You? Our hearts are 0-pened In the break - ing
H
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bar - ren road, Hearts dis - traught and hope de - feat - ed,
stride by stride? Un - known Strang - er, can You fath - om
of the bread—  Christ the vic - tim, now the vic - tor
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Bent be - neath grief’s crush - ing load?  Name-less mourn - ers,
Depths of  grief for one who died?  Then the won - der!
Liv - ing, ris - en from the dead!  Great com - pan - ion
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we will join you, We who al - so mourn our dead,
When we told You How our dreams to dust have turned,
on our jour - ney, Still sur - prise us with Your grace!
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We have stood by graves un - yield - ing,
Then You o - pened wide the Scrip - tures
Make each  day a new Em - ma - wus;
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Eat - en death’s bare, bit - ter  bread.
Till our hearts with - in us  burned.
On our hearts Your im - age  trace!
4 Who are we who travel with You On our way through life to death?
Women, men, the young, the aging, Wakened by the Spirit’s breath!
At the font You claim and name us, Born of water and the Word;
At the table still You feed us, Host us as our risen Lord!
5 “Alleluia! Alleluia!” Is the Easter hymn we sing!

Take our life, our joy, our worship As the gift of love we bring.
You have formed us all one people Called from ev’ry land and race.
Make the Church Your servant body,Sent to share Your healing grace!



474 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen
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1 Al - le - lu - ia! Je - sus 1s ris - en! Trum - pets re -
2 Walk-ing the way, Christ in the «cen - ter Tell - ing the
3 Je - sus the vine, We are the branch - es; Life in the
4 Weep-ing, be gone; Sor - row, be si - lent: Death put a -
5Cit -y of God, Fas - ter for - ev - er, Gold - en Je -
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sound-ing in glo - ri - ous light! Splen-dor, the Lamb, Heav -en for-
sto - ry to o - pen our eyes;, Break-ing ourbread, Giv - ing us
Spir - it the fruit of the tree; Heav-en to earth, Christ to the
sun - der,and Eas - ter is bright. Cher - u-bim sing: “O grave, be
ru - sa-lem, Je - sus the Lamb, Riv - er of life, Saints and arch-
O 1 .
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ev - er!l Oh, what a mir - a -cle God has in sight!
glo - ry: Je - sus our bless-ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
peo - ple, Gift of the fu - ture now flow-ing to me.
o - pen!” Clothe us in won-der, a - dorn us in light.
an - gels, Sing with cre - a - tion to God the 1 AM!
A | , Refrain
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Je - sus is ris - en and we shall a - rise:
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Give God the glo - ry! Al -le - lu - ia!

Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005153
Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publtishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005153




Post-Communion Canticle
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
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filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which You have pre-
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pared in the sight of ev-’ry peo-ple: A light to re-
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veal You to the na-tions and the glo-ry of Your peo-ple Is-ra - el
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.




Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
... one God, now and forever.
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A - men

Benediction

n 1
by
[

5 . P —
[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
~and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.

A
I I
| & aw Y |
ANV »
e —~——’
A - men.

Closing Hymn




879 Stay with Us
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1 Stay with  us, till night has CW Our praise to
2 Walk with  us, our spir -its sigh: Hear when our
3 Walk with us, the road will bend: Make all our
4 Talk with  us, till  we be - hold A joy - ful
5 Stay with  us, till day is done: No tears nor
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You this day be sung. Bless our bread, O - pen our
wea - ry  Spir - its Cry, Feel a - gain Our loss, our
weep-ing, wail -ing  end. Wipe our tears, For - give our
life  You will un - fold: Heal our eyes To see the
dark shall dim the sun. Cheer the heart, Your grace im-
f) 4
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eyes: Je - sus, be our great sur - prise.
pain: Je - sus, take us to Your side.
fears: Je - sus, lift the heav - y  CIOSS.
prize: Je - sus, take us to the  light.
part: Je - sus, bring e - ter - nal  life.

Text and tune: ® 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005153.



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 19, 2026

BEFORE THE SERVICE: As you greet and visit one another, please be
sensitive to others who may wish an opportunity for silence to pray and
otherwise to prepare for worship.

OFFERING BOX: Offerings may be placed in the Offering Box in the
Narthex before or after services. Envelopes are available on the side of the
Box for your use, such as if you would like your cash offering to be recorded,
tracked, and receipted in a report back to you.

PEW CUSHIONS: If you would like to use a cushion either for your seat or
for your seat and back, cushions for your use are available in the Usher's
Closet off the north side of the Narthex.

PEW SLIPS: Visitors, please register your attendance both by completing
a slip from rack on the back of the pews and placing them in the Offering
Box in the Narthex and by signing the Guest Register at the door.
Members, please complete a slip only if your contact information has
changed or you have a new or updated prayer-list request. (The Usher
tracks church attendance and communion participation. )

GROWING IN WORSHIP: Parents, please make use of the bulletins
available in the Narthex for children aged 5-10, including the bulletins’
activities for the whole week!

LARGER-PRINT/FLOW-THROUGH BINDERS are available in the
Narthex for those who have trouble seeing the smaller-print of the hymnal,
those with other special needs who cannot follow the liturgy in the hymnal
or handle its weight, and those who are visiting Pilgrim who are not already
familiar with liturgical services and/or our hymnal. If you need or otherwise
want to use a flow-through and can help minimize paper and copying
expenses, a PDF of the flow-through binder's contents is available in the
upper-right corner of Pilgrim’s homepage, www.pilgrimlc.org, to open on or
to download to your electronic device.

PRAYER REQUEST: If you have a special petition for the Prayers of the
Church, please notify the Usher, Elder on Duty, or Pastor before the service.

IF A NEED SHOULD ARISE, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
Restrooms are available in the Parish Hall (non-ADA Restrooms are
available in the Office Area, one with a change table), and there is a Cry
Room (also with a change table) off the south side of the Narthex. Let the
Usher or Elder-on-Duty know if you need assistance or supplies.

Announcements continue on the inside of this insert.




Announcements continue from the front of this insert.

LAST WEEK: There were no students, but a teacher was prepared for
Sunday School; 19 people were present in-person for Adult Bible Class,
and 2 people participated via Jitsi; 51 people were present in-person for the
Sunday Divine Service (39 communed), and 6 devices streamed the
Service live via YouTube; 4 people were present in person for Midweek
Bible Study, another 3 people participated via Jitsi: no catechumens
connected via Jitsi for Thursday-afternoon Catechesis (1 was ill); and 3
catechumens were present in-person for Thursday-evening catechesis.

THANKS: to all those caring for the inside and outside of Pilgrim’s facilities;
to Rev. Adler for the use of his chasubles; to Remo Gualtieri and Ben Ford,
and all those helping with the video and audio for classes and services; and
to Ellen Menconi for her Church Office work.

SERVING TODAY: The Rev. Dr. Jayson S. Galler, Pastor; Jeromy
McMurray, Elder on Duty; and Elaine Navaille, Accompanist,

LIFE THOUGHTS: The practice of abortion in part rests on the argument
that the unborn should not be considered real persons, worthy of dignity,
and protection under the law. How different is the way God views these little
ones! St. Peter reminds us that the death and resurrection of Jesus are “for
you and your children and for all who are far off” (Acts 2:39). If all children
have been purchased by the “precious blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:19), then
surely all children are worthy of our love and care, both inside and outside
of the womb (the Bible uses the same word for both!).

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS: “You were ransomed from the futile ways
inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or
gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without
blemish or spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19). Christ ransomed us, buying us back
from the slavery into which we were born. We do not belong to ourselves,
to the devil, or to the world. We belong to Jesus! Therefore, we live our lives
not in accordance with our own wisdom but in line with God’s Word,
including giving generously for others as God in Christ gave for us.

AS YOU DEPART, please be mindful of those who are ushered out behind
you, who may have difficulty standing and waiting, and so who may need
an open path to the door and to get to their cars quickly. If you stop to talk
to someone in the Sanctuary, please keep the aisle as clear as possible
and please delay lengthier conversations with the pastor until after he has
greeted everyone. Thank you for your consideration!



AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX are hardcopies of Pastor Galler's recent
newspaper columns (including his 04/18 column titled, “Jesus’s resurrection
is a sign for you”); the April 2026 edition of Pilgrim’s monthly newsletter,
The Pilgrimage; the larger-print schedule of Daily Bible Reading for April
‘and May; Pilgrim’s Constitution, Bylaws, and updated Standing Rules;
Portals of Prayer for April-June 2026; the latest Church Directory (dated
2026/01/22 on light-blue paper); issue #16 (Autumn 2025) of Christian
Culture: A printed Magazine for Lutherans from Luther Classical College;
and Pilgrim’s Funeral Planning Worksheet for completing, discussing with
Pastor Galler, and filing in the Church Office.

AVAILABLE IN THE OFFICE AREA are several Easter Lilies that were in
Pilgrim's Chancel for the Easter season, purchased out of the
congregation’s operating budget. Please feel free to take one or more home
with you today and replant in your yard for next Easter!

PILGRIM’S MARY/MARTHA SOCIETY will gather today after the Divine
Service to share lunch and to continue its study of the Women of the Bible,
focusing on the Virgin Mary. All women are invited!

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Pilgrim is in immediate need of a Financial
Secretary. If you are willing to take on the responsibility, either on a
temporary interim or regular term basis, please speak with Acting-President
Remo Gualtieri as soon as possible. Help is available for you!

STUDY HOURS: Pastor Galler is usually in his study Tuesdays from
5:00-8:00 p.m., Wednesdays through Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to Noon, and
Saturdays Noon to 3:00 p.m. Come for Individual Confession and
Absolution (see Lutheran Service Book 292-293) or for any other reason.
Pastor Galler is also available at other times by appointment at Pilgrim, or
he can come to you (email pastor@pilgrimlc.org or text/call 903-984-4333).
For emergency pastoral care, please call Pastor Galler.

“ALL THE PROPHETS TESTIFY”: Pilgrim's Midweek Bible Study continue
this Wednesday, April 22, at 7:00 p.m. with Amos 4:1-13. All of the prophetic
books testify that everyone who believes in Jesus receives life in His Name
(Acts 10:42-43). All people are welcome to participate in the Study, either
in-person in the Conference Room/Library or on-line via Jitsi. For more
information and for the handouts and audio and video files from past
sessions, see https://www.pilgrimlc.org/bible-studies/prophets.

Announcements continue on the back of this insert.



Announcements continue from the inside of this insert.

CATECHESIS: This Thursday, April 23, a new adult class begins in-person
in the Conference/Room Library at 12:30 p.m., the youth Class will connect
via litsi starting at 4:15 p.m., and the evening family class will meet
in-person in the Conference Room/Library starting at 7:30 p.m.

NEXT SUNDAY: 9:15 a.m. Refreshments: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School and
Adult Bible Class (“Basic Bible Accounts’); and 10:45 a.m. Divine Service
(Loose-Change Sunday”), followed by the Quarterly Church Council
Meeting.
Readings: Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25: and John 1:1-10.
Hymns: LSB 475, 709, 473, 463, 711, and 753.
Prepare yourself for worship in advance by praying about, reading over,
and meditating on the appointed Scripture Readings and Hymns.

“BASIC BIBLE ACCOUNTS”: Pilgrim's Sunday morning Adult Bible Class
is now considering “just the facts, ma'am” about essential Bible “stories”,
with each session covering one account. The course is intended to help
improve everyone's Biblical “literacy”, especially if you did not grow up in
Sunday School, but even if you did. If you have not regularly been attending
Sunday Adult Bible Class, this new course is a great opportunity for you to
begin or get back into the habit, in person or via Jitsil For more information,
and for the handouts and audio and video files from past sessions, see
https.//pilgrimlc.org/bible-studies/basic-bible-accounts.

“LOOSE-CHANGE SUNDAY”: Please plan to use the large Mite Box in
the Narthex next Sunday, April 26, in order to contribute your loose change
and more, beyond your regular offering, for LWML mites that in part fund
District and National mission grants (lists of grant recipients are on the
bulletin board above the Mite Box).

QUARTERLY CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING: Pilgrim’s Church Council is
scheduled to have its regular Second-Quarter Meeting next Sunday, April
26, after the Divine Service. The Packet with the working agenda and
reports was distributed electronically to Pilgrim’s members and is available
in hardcopy in the Narthex. Even though only Council Members can vote in
Council Meetings, everyone is encouraged and welcome to attend and to
join in the discussion. The Council makes some decisions and recommends
other decisions to the Voters' Assembly. Humanly speaking, our
participation in the administration of Pilgrim’s secular affairs is necessary
for its survival, and, spiritually speaking, our participation is fruit of our faith.
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