He is called “Jesus”
because He saves
His people
from their sins.
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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF THE LORD! The Christ Child born on Christmas
on the eighth day was circumcised and named “Jesus” because He saves His
people from their sins. We gather here in His Name, and He is present with us to
give us that forgiveness of sins in His Name through His Word and Sacraments
(Matthew 18:20). We invite you to return and so be present with us for every
service and activity! We would be honored for you to make Pilgrim your church
home.

AS YOU ARRIVE, please move down the pew towards the wall, in order to leave
room for others. If you arrive late, please wait for an appropriate time to enter the
sanctuary, such as during a hymn. Please also remember to turn off your cell
phones and/or any other electronic devices. Thank you!

ORDER OF SERVICE: To your right you will find today's order of service. The
right side of that outline indicates from where the item listed comes: either in this
bulletin or the hymnal, Lutheran Service Book, with the Psalms towards the front,
its liturgical pages towards the middle, and its hymns towards the back. The A
symbol before a hymn stanza indicates that it especially gives glory to the Triune
God; we stand before singing the stanza and, in most cases, conclude the stanza
by singing “Amen.”, if an "Amen” is not already included.

HOLY COMMUNION: At Pilgrim we value your presence among us and love and
care about our guests and visitors! However, due to the sad divisions that exist in
the world and even in Christianity, we cannot commune everyone at the Lord's
Table here. We respectfully ask that guests and visitors who desire to commune
first speak with the pastor well before the service. All those present but not
communing still may approach the rail for a blessing: come forward and kneel with
those who are communing, but fold your arms over your heart and place your
hands on the opposite shoulders. For more information about the ancient practice
of Closed Communion, see http://www.pilgrimlc.org/closed-communion.

INDIVIDUAL CUPS: The top of the tray contains several individual cups of highly-
diluted wine. If you receive the blood of Christ in an individual cup, please be sure
to wait to consume it until Pastor comes by with the chalice, so that he knows you
are receiving it in that fashion. If the supply of individual cups is depleted, please
accept the blood of Christ from the chalice.




CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.
[P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

[P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

®P) Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the
children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May



the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Stand

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Entrance Hymn




527 O Savior, Precious Savior

h 1 } i \ !
| | i ™ 1 4 1 1 | |
R == =
3, o ! r
1 O Sav - ior, pre-cious Sav - ior, Whom yet un - seen we love;
2 O bring - er of sal - va - tion, Who won -drous - ly hast wrought
3 In Thee all full - ness dwell-eth, All grace and pow’r di - vine;
4 O grant the con-sum - ma - tion Of this our song a - bove
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O name of might and fa - vor, All oth - er names a - bove,
Thy-self the rev - e - la - tion Of love be-yond our thought,

The glo - ry that ex - cel - leth, O Son of God, is Thine.

In end-less ad - o - ra - tion And ev - er - last-ing love;
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We  wor-ship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We  wor-ship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
We  wor-ship Thee, we bless Thee, To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
Then shall we praise and bless Thee Where per - fect prais - es ring,
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We praise Thee and con-fess Thee, Our ho - ly Lord and King.
We praise Thee and con-fess Thee, Our gra-cious Lord and King.
We praise Thee and con-fess Thee, Our glo-rious Lord and King

And ev - er-more con-fess Thee, Our Sav - ior and our King!
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Kyrie
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In~ peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

)

b

%)9—11 ol o
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord.
f)

- \ I

= |

Q) ~—

=
>

men.



Gloria in Excelsis
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
o) [rom—
1 [r— i
b — e e e
Sa— » * s S —
We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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of God the Fa-ther A - men.

in the glo - ry



Salutation and Collect of the Day
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And al - so with you.

P) Let us pray.
...nhow and forever.
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A - men.

Sit



Old Testament Numbers 6:22-27

22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, ***“Speak to Aaron and his
sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you shall
say to them,

24The LORD bless you and keep you;

25the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to
you;

25the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you
peace.

27¢So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will
bless them.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 8; antiphon: v.9
(Sing the Psalm responsively using the tone provided.
The congregation sings the indented and bold portions of the text.
See LSB xxvi for how the text and the tone correspond.)
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0 | Lord, our Lord,*
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!

XX

'O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in | all the earth!*
You have set your glory above the | heavens.
2Out of the mouth of babes and infants, you have established strength
because | of your foes,*
to still the enemy and the a- | venger.
3When I look at your heavens, the work of your | fingers,*
the moon and the stars, which you have | set in place,
“what is man that you are mind- | ful of him,*
and the son of man that you | care for him?



*Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly | beings*
and crowned him with glory and | honor.

°You have given him dominion over the works | of your hands;*
you have put all things under | his feet,

"all sheep and | oxen,*
and also the beasts | of the field,

Sthe birds of the heavens, and the fish | of the sea, *
whatever passes along the paths | of the seas.

’0 | Lord, our Lord,*
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

0 | Lord, our Lord,*
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!

Epistle Galatians 3:23-29

“Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law,
imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. ?*So then,
the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we
might be justified by faith. >But now that faith has come, we are
no longer under a guardian, **for in Christ Jesus you are all sons
of God, through faith. *’For as many of you as were baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. “*There is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus. *’And if you are Christ’s, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand
Alleluia and Verse: Common
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu -ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 2:21
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he
was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was
conceived in the womb.

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day




900 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love

1 | )
- — | 2

s
}f_‘_i—' T —

5
G
5

=

1 Je - sus! Name of won-drous love, Name
2 Je - sus! Name de - creed of old, To

all
the

oth - er names a-bove,
maid-en moth-er told,

3 Je - sus! Name of price-less worth To  the fall - en of the earth
4 Je - sus! Name of mer-cy mild, Giv - en to the ho - ly Child
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Un

Kneel-ing in  her low-ly cell, By the
the prom - ise that it gave, “Je - sus
When the cup of hu-man woe First He

For

5
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- to which must ev-'ry knee Bow

Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n
Under all the mighty heav’n
Whereby those to sin enslaved

Burst their fetters and are saved.

Jesus! Name of wondrous love,
Human name of God above;
Pleading only this, we flee
Helpless, O our God, to Thee.

in

deep hu - mil -1 - ty.
an - gel Ga-bri - el.
shall His peo-ple save.”
tast - ed here be - low.



Sit
Sermon

Stand |
Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin .
Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,




the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I+ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Congregational responses may be included according to one of
the following forms:
~... Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
For ... let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

Sit
Offering
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Offertory
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Preface
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And al - so with you.
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P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
[P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You
and saying: |
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Ho-ly, ho -~ ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.



The Words of Our Lord

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you, this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

[P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Praver of Remembrance)

[P} O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and
confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your
rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:



Lord’s Praver

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.




Pax Domini
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The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood
of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to
receive, saying:

This is the body of Christ, given for you.
Amen.



This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said.:

[P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in

peace.
Amen.

Distribution Hymns




898 The Ancient Law Departs
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1 The an - cient Law de - parts,

And all

re - move,
2 The Light of Light di - vine, True bright - ness un - de - filed,
3 His in - fant bod -y now Be - gins the cross to feel;
4 To - day the name i1s Thine At which we bend the knee.
5 All praise, e - ter -nal Son, For Thy re - deem - ing  love,
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For Je - sus makes with faith - ful hearts A

He bears for us the

pain of sin, A
Those pre-cious drops of blood that flow For death the

They call Thee Je - sus, child di-vine; Our

With Fa-ther, Spir - it
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cov - e - nant of love.
spot-less  child.
vic-tim  seal.
Je - sus deign to be.

glo-rious might a - bove.




524 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
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1 How sweet the name of Je - sus sounds In
2 1t makes the wound - ed spir - it whole  And
| 3 Dear name! The rock on which =~ 1 build, My
4 0O Je - sus, shep - herd, guard - ian, friend, My
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a be - liev - er’s ear! It soothes our  sor - rows,
calms the  heart’s un - rest; "Tis man - na to the

shield and hid - ing place; My nev - er - fail - ing
Proph - et,  Priest, and King, My Lord, my life, my
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heals our wounds, And drives a - way our fear.
hun - gry soul And to the wea - ry, rest.
trea - sury filled With bound - less stores of grace.
way, my end, Ac - cept the praise 1 bring,

5 How weak the effort of my heart,
How cold my warmest thought!
But when I see Thee as Thou art,
I’1l praise Thee as I ought.

6 Till then I would Thy love proclaim
With ev’ry fleeting breath;
And may the music of Thy name
Refresh my soul in death!




725 Children of the Heavenly Father
f) u
o | | |
¥ )
1 Chil - dren of the  heav'n-ly Fa - ther Safe - ly
2 God His own doth tend and nour - ish; In His
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er From the
4 Though He giv - eth or He tak - eth, God  His
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in His bos - om gath - er; Nest-ling bird nor star in
ho - 1y courts they flour -ish. From all e - vil things He
Lord His chil-dren sev - er; Un - to them His grace He
chil - dren ne’er for - sak - eth; His the lov - ing  pur - pose
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heav - en Such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
spares them; In His might - vy arms He  bears them.
show - eth, And their sor - rows all He know - eth.
sole - ly To pre - serve  them pure and ho - ly.

© Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013870.
Public domain




Post-Communion Canticle
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
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veal You to the na-tions and the glo-ry of Your peo-ple Is-ra - el.
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
... one God, now and forever.
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Benediction
£

]
I
v

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
~and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.

A - men

Closing Hymn




896 Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year
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1 Now greet the swift - ly chang - 1ing year With
2 Re - mem - ber now the Son of God And
3 This Je - sus came to end sin’s war; This
4 His love a - bun - dant far ex - ceeds The
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joy and pen - i - tence sin - cere. Re - joice! Re-joice! With
how He shed His in - fant blood. Re - joice! Re-joice! With
Name of names for us He ©bore. Re - joice! Re-joice! With
vol - ume of a whole year’s needs. Re - joice! Re-joice! With
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thanks em - brace An - oth - er year of grace.
thanks em - brace An - oth - er year of grace.
thanks em - brace An - oth - er year of grace.
thanks em - brace An - oth - er year of grace.

5 With Him as Lord to lead our way
In want and in prosperity,
What need we fear in earth or space
In this new year of grace!

6 “Allglory be to God on high,
And peace on earth!” the angels cry.
Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace
Another year of grace.

/\ 7 God, Father, Son, and Spirit, hear!
To all our pleas incline Your ear;
Upon our lives rich blessing trace
In this new year of grace.

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005153
Tune: © 1990 Setah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005153



SERVING TODAY: The Rev. Dr. Jayson S. Galler, Pastor; Remo Gualtieri,
Elder on Duty; and Elaine Navaille, Accompanist.

THIS WEEK: Please remember that there is no Catechesis today and that
Pastor Galler's Study Hours will be irregular this week, though you still are
welcome to come for Individual Confession and Absolution (see Lutheran
Service Book 292-293) or for any other reason (to confirm Pastor's
availability, text/call 903-984-4333).

COUNCIL REPORTS: Please submit reports for the Fourth Quarter of 2025
and agenda items for the First Quarter Council Meeting to Recording
Secretary Rita Whitley by this Sunday, January 4, or as soon as possible,
so that the Packet for that Meeting can be distributed and otherwise
available before that Meeting on January 25. Thank you!

INSTALLATION OF 2026 COUNCIL AND ELDERS: All those elected for
2026 will be installed this Sunday, January 4, during the Divine Service, in
absentia, if necessary. Thank you to all those who served in 2025!

NEXT SUNDAY: 9:15 a.m. Refreshments; 9:30 a.m. Sunday School and
Adult Bible Class (“Romans: The Righteousness of God"); and 10:45 a.m.
Divine Service (with Council and Elders’ Installation), followed by
“De-greening” and a gathering of “The 15-2 Folk”.
Readings: 1 Ki 3:4-15; Ps 119:97-104; Eph 1:3-14; and Lk 2:40-52.
Hymns: LSB 981, 410, 523, 686, 863, and 862.
Prepare yourself for worship in advance by praying about, reading over,
and meditating on the appointed Scripture Readings and Hymns.

PLEASE HELP “DEGREEN” the Sanctuary after the Christmas Il Divine
Service this Sunday, January 4, including taking home the poinsettias, so
that we are ready for the Epiphany Divine Service on Tuesday, January 6.

“THE 15-2 FOLK” will gather this Sunday, January 4, after the Divine
Service in the Great Room of the Parish Hall, for heavy snacking and
Cribbage playing. All are welcome to stay, even if not playing Cribbage!

The black and white line-art drawing on the front cover is by Lutheran Artist Edward Riojas
of Our Savior Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan, and is part of a package
purchased from Higher Things and donated to Pilgrim for such uses. The Hebrew word is
the name “Joshua”, which in Greek is the name “Jesus”, which means “Yahweh saves”.
The caption on the front cover is a paraphrase of Matthew 1:21 (ESV). The Psalm tone
inside is © 2006 by Concordia Publishing House, reproduced by permission under license
number 110005153.






