John’s warning is still true:
every tree that does not
bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire.
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BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD! Advent is a
season of “coming": our Lord came once in the past humbly in human flesh to save
us from our sins, He comes to us repeatedly now humbly in His Word and
Sacraments to forgive us, and He will come a final time in the future in glory to
judge the living and the dead. We are glad that you have come here this day! We
welcome you here, and we invite you to come again any time!

AS YOU ARRIVE, please move down the pew towards the wall, in order to leave
room for others. If you arrive late, please wait for an appropriate time to enter the
sanctuary, such as during a hymn. Please also remember to turn off your cell
phones and/or any other electronic devices. Thank you!

ORDER OF SERVICE: To your right you will find today's order of service. The
right side of that outline indicates from where the item listed comes: either in this
bulletin or the hymnal, Lutheran Service Book, with the Psalms towards the front,
its liturgical pages towards the middle, and its hymns towards the back. The A
symbol before a hymn stanza indicates that it especially gives glory to the Triune
God; we stand before singing the stanza and, in most cases, conclude the stanza
by singing “Amen.”, if an “Amen” is not already included.

HOLY COMMUNION: At Pilgrim we value your presence among us and love and
care about our guests and visitors! However, due to the sad divisions that exist in
the world and even in Christianity, we cannot commune everyone at the Lord's
Table here. We respectfully ask that guests and visitors who desire to commune
first speak with the pastor well before the service. All those present but not
communing still may approach the rail for a blessing: come forward and kneel with
those who are communing, but fold your arms over your heart and place your
hands on the opposite shoulders. For more information about the ancient practice
of Closed Communion, see http://www.pilgrimlc.org/closed-communion.

INDIVIDUAL CUPS: The top of the tray contains several individual cups of highly-
diluted wine. If you receive the blood of Christ in an individual cup, please be sure
to wait to consume it until Pastor comes by with the chalice, so that he knows you
are receiving it in that fashion. If the supply of individual cups is depleted, please
accept the blood of Christ from the chalice.




CATECHESIS

(On the following page[s],
locate the specified portion of Luther’s Small Catechism,
and, when prompted by the question, recite the given answer.)

The week’s announcements follow the service at the back of the binder.



322 o THE SMALL CATECHISM

The Ninth Commmandment
You shall not covet your neighbor’s
house. -

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God so that we
do not scheme to get our neighbor’s
inheritance or house, or get it in a way
which only appears right, but help and be
of service to him in keeping it.

The Tenth Commandment
Ybu shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife, or his manservant or maidservant,
his ox or donkey, or anything that
belongs to your neighbor.

What does this mean?

We should fear and love God-so that we -
do not entice or force away our neigﬁ-
bor’s wife, workers, or animals, or turn
them against him, but urge them to stay
and do their duty. 4

[The text of the Ten Commandments is from Exodus 20:3, 7,
8, 12-17.]

The Close of the Commandments

What does God say about all these com-
mandments?

He says: “I, the Lord your God, am a jeal-
ous God, punishing the children for the
sin of the fathers to the third and fourth
generation of those who hate Me, but’
showing love to a thousand generations of
* those who love Me and keep My com-
mandments.” Exodus 20:5-6

What does this mean?

God threatens to punish all who break
these commandments. Therefore, we
should fear His wrath and not do anything
against them. But He promises grace and
every blessing to all who keep these com-
mandments. Therefore, we should also
love and trust in Him and gladly do what
He commands.

The Creed

AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH
IT IN A SIMPLE WAY TO HIS HOUSEHOLD

The First Article

Creation i
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

What does this mean?

I'believe that God has made me and all
creatures; that He has given me my body
and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members,
my reason and all my senses, and still
takes care of them.

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food
and drink, house and home, wife and chil-
dren, land, animals, and all T have. He rich-
ly and daily proyides me with all that I
need to support this body and life.

He defends me against all danger and
guards and protects me from all evil. All
this He does only out of fatherly, divine
goodness and mercy, without any merit or
worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty
to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.

This is most certainly true.

The Second Article

Redemption ;
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.

What does this mean?

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God,
begotten of the Father from eternity, and
also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is
my Lord, '

8




CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.
P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

[P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

[P) Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the
children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May



the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Stand

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Entrance Hymn




354 Arise, O Christian People

9 | L ) i -
!’\Qb I IP [ —] ’! Vo i ~ . @ —
e I e
1 A - rise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre- pare your - selves to-
2 Pre - pare the way be - fore Him; Pre - pare for Him the
3 The hum -ble heart and low - 1ly  God rais - es up on
4 Pre - pare my heart, Lord Je - sus; Turn not from me a-
A —b = i ——
) T D — . ] “ — T — e -
Q) R —— H —
day, Pre - pare to  greet the Sav - ior, Who takes your
best. Cast out what would of - fend Him, This great, this
high; Be - neath His feet in ter - vror The haugh - ty
side, And help me to re - ceive You This bless - ed
9 | (I > i AN
& = ———=2o=""0 ==
Q) S
sins a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav’n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall le. The heart  sin - cere and right, That
Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come
f)
o | I - |
gmvb‘ o s - @ 2 iI:
truth  and light were giv. - en; The prom -ised Lord from
low - ly val - leys rais - ing, The heights of pride a-
heeds God’s in - vi-ta - tion And makes true prep - a -
now to dwell with-in me; i sing Your prais - es
f) :
75 i J 7 i
Gy — P E— ~ 77 2 i
Q) ~—
heav - en To all the world s shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion— It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - ry show.

Public domain



Kyrie
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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[P] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

[P] Let us pray.
...nhow and forever.
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Old Testament Isaiah 11:1-10

'"There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
i | and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
E 2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
*but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
‘Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.

5The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den.
*They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

10Tn that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for
the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting
place shall be glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




Psalm Psalm 72:1-7; antiphon: v.18
(Sing the Psalm responsively using the tone provided.
The congregation sings the indented and bold portions of the text.
See LSB xxvi*for how the text and the tone correspond.)
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'*Blessed be the LORD, the God of | Israel,*

who alone does | wondrous things.

'Give the king your justice, | O God, *
and your righteousness to the | royal son!

*May he judge your people with | righteousness, *
and your poor with | justice!

*Let the mountains bear prosperity for the | people, *
and the hills, in | righteousness!

*May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the children of the | needy, *
and crush the op- | pressor!

*May they fear you while the | sun endures,*
and as long as the moon, throughout all gener- | ations!

®May he be like rain that falls on the | mown grass, *
like showers that wa- | ter the earth!

"In his days may the righteous | flourish, *
and peace abound, till the moon | be no more!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

'*Blessed be the LORD, the God of | Israel,*
who alone does | wondrous things.



Epistle Romans 15:4-13

“*Whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. *May the
God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, ®that
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ. “Therefore welcome one another as Christ
has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised
to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises
given to the patriarchs, *and in order that the Gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
and sing to your name.”
®And again it is said,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
" And again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.”

'2And again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse: Common
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1-12

[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

'In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the
wilderness of Judea, *“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand.” *For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah
when he said,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,;
make his paths straight.””

“Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. *Then
Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were
going out to him, ®and they were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins.

"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in
keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,” for I tell you, God
is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. '’Even



now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

<] baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not
worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
with fire. '?His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear
his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day




344 On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry LSB 344
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Sit
Sermon

Stand
Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,




the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I of the world to come. Amen.

Praver of the Church

Congregational responses may be included according to one of

the following forms:
... Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
For ... let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

Sit
Offering
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Offertory
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Preface
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And al - so with you.
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(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You
and saying: - :
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P)

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.



The Words of QOur Lord

®P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

P) As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

JPraver of Remembrance)

[P) O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and
confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your
rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension
into heaven, and Your .coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:



Lord’s Praver

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.



- Pax Domini
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood
of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to

receive, saying.

This is the body of Christ, given for you.

Amen.



This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said.

[P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in

peace.
Amen.

Distribution Hymns




347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People

LSB 347
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1 “Com-fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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dark mis-deed; All that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin-ners to re- pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum-ble, As be -
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Of the peace that waits for them;  Tell her  that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God way; Let the  val - leys
Now o’er earth is shed a-broad, And all flesh shall

- i i .

Jf)a—i e e —
sins I cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.
rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.
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629 What Is This Bread
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1 What is this bread? Christ’s bod - vy
2 What  1s this wine? The  blood of
3 So who am 1, That I  should
4 Yet 18 God here? Oh, yes! By
51s this  for “me? I am . for -
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ris - en from the dead: This bread we break,
Je - sus shed for mine; The cup of grace
live and He should die Un - der the rod?
Word and prom -ise clear, In mouth and soul
giv - en and set free! I do be - lieve
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This  life we take, Was crushed to pay for our re -
Brings His em - brace Of life and love un - til 1
My God, my God, Why have You not for-sak -en
He  makes us whole— Christ, tru - ly pres-ent in this
That I re - ceive His ver -y bod-y and His
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lease. O taste and see— the Lord is peace.
sing! O taste and see— the Lord is King.
me? O taste and see— the Lord is  free.
meal. O taste and see— the Lord is  real.
blood. O taste and see— the Lord is good.

Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005153




834 O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth
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de - spair That stran-gled our re - luc - tant breath.
to men, Breathe on Thy clo - ven Church once more,
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Thy Word meant life tri - um-phant hurled In splen - dor through
We housed us in this house of doom, Where death had roy -
How beau - ti - ful the feet that trod The road that leads
That in these gray and lat - ter days There may be those
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Thy  bro - ken world. Since light a - woke and life be - gan,
al scope and room, Un - til Thy ser - vant, Prince of Peace,
us back to God! How beau-ti - ful the feet that ran
whose life is praise, Each life a high dox - ol - 0 - gy
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Thou hast de -sired Thy life for man.
Breached all its walls for our re - lease.
To bring the great good news to man!
To Fa-ther, Son, and un - to Thee.

© 1967 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100013870.



Post-Communion Canticle
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
9] :

s s ) —
AN3V4 D t
e & -

filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which You have pre-
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.



Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
... one God, now and forever.
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Benediction
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P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
~and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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Closing Hymn




832 Jesus Shall Reign
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name like sweet
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1 Je - sus shall reign wher - e’er
2 To Him shall end - less  prayer
3 Peo - ple and realms of ev
4 Bless-ings a - bound wher - €’er
5 Let ev-'ry crea - ture rise
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ces - sive  jour - neys run;
prais - es  crown His head;
love with sweet - est song;
leap, un - loose their  chains,
cu - liar to our King;
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shore to  shore Till moons shall wax
fume shall rise With ev - 'ry morn
shall  pro - claim Their ear - ly bless
ter - nal rest, And all who suf
songs a - gain, And earth re - peat
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 07, 2025

BEFORE THE SERVICE: As you greet and visit one another, please be
sensitive to others who may wish an opportunity for silence to pray and
otherwise to prepare for worship.

OFFERING BOX: Offerings may be placed in the Offering Box in the
Narthex before or after services. Envelopes are available on the side of the
Box for your use, such as if you would like your cash offering to be recorded,
tracked, and receipted in a report back to you.

PEW CUSHIONS: If you would like to use a cushion either for your seat or
for your seat and back, cushions for your use are available in the Usher's
Closet off the north side of the Narthex.

PEW SLIPS: Visitors, please register your attendance both by completing
a slip from rack on the back of the pews and placing them in the Offering
Box in the Narthex and by signing the Guest Register at the door.
Members, please complete a slip only if your contact information has
changed or you have a new or updated prayer-list request. (The Usher
tracks church attendance and communion participation.)

GROWING IN WORSHIP: Parents, please make use of the bulletins
available in the Narthex for children aged 5-10, including the bulletins’
activities for the whole week!

LARGER-PRINT/FLOW-THROUGH BINDERS are available in the
Narthex for those who have trouble seeing the smaller-print of the hymnal,
those with other special needs who cannot follow the liturgy in the hymnal
or handle its weight, and those who are visiting Pilgrim who are not already
familiar with liturgical services and/or our hymnal. If you need or otherwise
want to use a flow-through and can help minimize paper and copying
expenses, a PDF of the flow-through binder's contents is available in the
upper-right corner of Pilgrim’s homepage, www.pilgrimic.org, to open on or
to download to your electronic device.

PRAYER REQUEST: If you have a special petition for the Prayers of the
Church, please notify the Usher, Elder on Duty, or Pastor before the service.

IF A NEED SHOULD ARISE, Americans with Disabilites Act (ADA)
Restrooms are available in the Parish Hall (non-ADA Restrooms are
available in the Office Area, one with a change table), and there is a Cry
Room (also with a change table) off the south side of the Narthex. Let the
Usher or Elder-on-Duty know if you need assistance or supplies.

Announcements continue on the inside of this insert.




Announcements continue from the front of this insert.

LAST WEEK: There were 0 students but 1 teacher prepared for Sunday
School; 11 people were present in person for Adult Bible Class, and another
2 participated via Jitsi; 50 were present in person for the Sunday Divine
Service (37 communed), and another 4 streamed live via YouTube: 15
people were present in person for Midweek Advent Evening Prayer; and 3
catechumens were present for Thursday-evening catechesis.
(Thursday-afternoon catechesis was postponed due to two catechumens’
and Pastor Galler's unavailability.)

THANKS to all those who attended Pilgrim’s float in the Kilgore Christmas
Parade and who provided the Chili Supper afterward: to all those caring for
the inside and outside of Pilgrim’s facilities: to Rev. Adler for the use of his
chasubles; to Melody Ford for providing the Soup/Salad Supper before
Wednesday's Evening Prayer Service; to Remo Gualtieri and all those
helping with the video and audio for classes and services: and to Ellen
Menconi for her Church Office work.

SERVING TODAY: The Rev. Dr. Jayson S. Galler, Pastor; Jeromy
McMurray, Elder on Duty; and Elaine Navaille, Accompanist.

LIFE THOUGHTS: We rejoice that God Himself defends the cause of the
poor and needy (Psalm 72:4) and that He does so primarily through us, His
saints. We must be careful, however, that we do not fall into
self-righteousness and become a pharisaical “brood of vipers” (Matthew
3:7), always pointing out the sins of others, while neglecting our own sin,
Instead, as children of Abraham, we are all to “bear fruit in keeping with
repentance” (Matthew 3:8), remembering that the things of God’s Word
were “written for our instruction” (Romans 15:4), as well as for the
instruction of others and being comforted that our righteousness is by faith.

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS: “In those days John the Baptist came
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand™ (Matthew 3:1-2). John prepared the way for Jesus by preaching
repentance. Then, when Jesus's ministry was complete and He was raised
from the dead, He sent out His disciples to preach ‘repentance for the
forgiveness of sins” (Luke 24:47). We never outgrow the need for
repentance—for examining our lives, tuning away from our sins and turning
toward Jesus frusting we will receive His forgiveness of sins and strength
for a renewed life of godliness.

AS YOU DEPART, please be mindful of those who are ushered out behind
you, who may have difficulty standing and waiting, and so who may need



an open path to the door and to get to their cars quickly. If you stop to talk
to someone in the Sanctuary, please keep the aisle as clear as possible,
and please delay lengthier conversations with the pastor until after he has
greeted everyone. Thank you for your consideration.

AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX are hardcopies of Portals of Prayer for
January-March 2026; the December edition of Pilgrim's monthly newsletter,
The Pilgrimage; the larger-print schedule of Daily Bible Reading for
December and January; Pastor Galler's recent newspaper columns
(including his 11/15 column titled, “You can join the increasing number of
adult Bible readers”); the latest issue of Christian Culture: A printed
Magazine for Lutherans from Luther Classical College; the latest Church
Directory (dated 2025/07/01 on goldenrod paper); and Pilgrim’s Funeral
Planning Worksheet for completing, discussing with Pastor Galler, and filing
in the Church Office.

“THE 15-2 FOLK” will gather today after the Divine Service in the Great
Room of the Parish Hall, for heavy snacking and Cribbage playing. All are
welcome to stay for the heavy snacking, even if not staying for the Cribbage
playing! If you do not know how to play Cribbage, they will teach you! You
can stay also to observe the games or just to visit with those playing.

STUDY HOURS: Pastor Galler is usually in his study Tuesdays from
5:00-8:00 p.m., Wednesdays through Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to Noon, and
Saturdays Noon to 3:00 p.m. Come for Individual Confession and
Absolution (see Lutheran Service Book 292-293) or for any other reason.
Pastor Galler is also available at other times by appointment at Pilgrim, or
he can come to you (email pastor@pilgrimlic.org or text/call 903-984-4333).
For emergency pastoral care, please call Pastor Galler

ELDERS’ MEETING: Pilgrim’'s December Elders' Meeting is scheduled for
this Tuesday, December 09, beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference
Room/Library. If you have an item of concern that the Elders should
address, please share it with Pastor Galler, your Elder, or one of the other
Elders before then. Elders will please come having read and being prepared
to discuss Augsburg Confession and Apology Article XllI: Use and Number
of Sacraments, Concordia, pp.38, 184-186.

ADVENT MEALS AND SERVICES: This Wednesday is the second of three
Midweek Advent Soup/Salad Suppers, starting at 6:00 p.m., and Midweek
Evening Prayer Services, beginning at 7:00 p.m. Thank you to those who
have volunteered to provide the meals. Pastor Galler is developing the

Announcements continue on the back of this insett.
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theme “Angels of Advent” for his midweek sermon series this year, with the
second one the angel Gabriel's coming to Mary.

“ALL THE PROPHETS TESTIFY”: Pilgrim's Midweek Bible Study is on its
annual hiatus for Advent and Christmas but will resume on January 7 with
Jonah just out of the great fish! Until then, you can catch up with past
sessions online at https://www.pilgrimlc.org/bible-studies/prophets.

CATECHESIS: This Thursday, December 11, Pastor Galler will continue
both the youth class starting at 4:15 p.m. via Jitsi and the family class
starting at 7:00 p.m. in-person in the Conference Room/Library.

NEXT SUNDAY: 9:15 a.m. Refreshments; 9:30 a.m. Sunday School and

Adult Bible Class ("Romans: The Righteousness of God"); and 10:45 a.m.

Divine Service, followed by the annual Pilgrim Christmas Party”.
Readings: Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146: James 5:7-11: Matthew 11:2-15.
Hymns: LSB 349, 345, 343, 334, 346, and 515.

Prepare yourself for worship in advance by praying about, reading over,

and meditating on the appointed Scripture Readings and Hymns.

PILGRIM'S ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS PARTY is
scheduled for next Sunday, December 14, after the Divine Service.
Pilgrim’s Mary/Martha Society will provide turkey and ham. Please bring a
dish to share. There will be a “White Elephant Gift Exchange” for those who
bring such gifts and the return from last year of the exciting “Saran-wrap-
ball Game”.

PLACING OF THE GREENS: Please stay after the Divine Service on
sunday, December 21, in order to help decorate the Sanctuary for the
Christmas season. Pilgrim’s Mary/Martha Society, which would otherwise
meet that day, will supply a salad and pizza lunch.

CAROLS AND CANDLES service at 5:00 p.m. Sunday, December 21, at
First Presbyterian (815 East Main Street), Kilgore. Organ music usually
starts at 4:30 p.m.

POINSETTIA PICK-UP: Would you be able to pick up Pilgrim’s poinsettias
from New Generation Farms just south of Kilgore (10541 US-259) Monday
December 227 If so, please speak to Pastor Galler.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE OF READINGS AND
HYMNS will be Wednesday, December 24, at 6:00 p.m. (note the
earlier-than-usual time for a midweek service).
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